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PROMINENT FEATURES OF THE OPPOSITION TO 

THE EARL OF BUT!. 

« 

CharaSler of the Oppofition. Lejfon of the Earl 
of Bute. Solicits the Friend/hip of Lord 
Temple. ContradiEls Lord Temple in the 
Hpujk of Lords. Lord George Sackville in^ 
troduced at Court. Origin of the North 
Briton. The Oppx)jition formed. Lord Bute 
makes Propofals to Lord Temple and Mr. Pitty 
by Mr. Stanley. The Office of Firf Minif 
ter put into CommiJJion. Defer tion of Lord 
Hardwickey and others^ from the Oppofition ; 
whofe Offers are rejected by the Court. Lord 
Templets Firmnefs in the Support of Mr. 
Wilkes J and of the great public Caufe. A 
Great Perfon mijlaken in his Opinion of Lord 
Temple. Oppofition re-united. Lord Temple s 
Vol. IL B Advice 
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4dvtce to Mr. Wilkes. Mr. WebFs Account 
&f LoM Temple. Negotiation concerning the 
Duke of Leeds. Mr. Pitfs Interview with 
the King. Lord Holland^ s Negotiation with 
the Duke of Bedford. Lord Butes Maza- 
rinade. Intended Motion on the Seizure of 
Papers. The Club called the Coterie formed. 
Oppofition divided. Lord Temple s Declar ac- 
tion to the Duke of Newcajlle. The Duke of 
Cumberland's Negotiation with Lord Temple. * 
Terms off'ered by Lord Temple. Lord Norths 
umberland propofed\ rejcBed. The Duke of 
Cumberland viftts Mr. Pitt. Remarks. 
Certainty of Lord Butes fecret Influence. 
Lord Temple and Mr. Grenville reconciled^ 
Lord Lyttelton applied to. Lord Holland's 
Advice to the Duke of Cumberland. Minifters 
rejiored: they dijmifs Mr. Stuart Mackenzie^ 
and others. The King fends for Lord Tem- 
ple and Mr. Pitt. They refufe to accept the 
Terms offered by the King. Tlfe Rockingham 
Admini/lration formed: they ought to have 
diffolved the Parliament. Particulars of the 
Meeting at Lord Egli/itouns. Lord Temple 
amufed by another Negotiation. Remarks^ 
Duel prevented between Lord Temple and 

Lord 
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Lord Talbot. Lord Chatham /educed : con^^ 
fcjfes in the Houfe of Lords that be had been 
duped. Lord Temple and Lord Chatham 
reconciled. Lord Temple refufes the Offer 
of being made Lord Privy Seal. 

1 H £ Vigorous oppofition that was made 
to the meafures of the Earl of Bute, during 
that noble Lord^s adminiftration, and fome 
years afterwards, was confidcrably animated 
by the fpirit and zeal of Lord Temple. So 
true it is, that in all great points of public 
intereft, where the union of individuals is 
neceflary, there muft be, if not a leader, at 
leaft a perfon of weight fufficient, not only 
to form the union, but to give energy to its 
meafures. In this inftance. Lord Temple was 
that perfon. Perhaps it would be ftri£tly cor- 
rect, to ftyle him the leader of the oppo- 
fition* 

' The perfons who/ compofed this oppofition 
were of the firft rank, family, and fortune in 
the kingdom. They were zealoufly attached 
to the conflitution, as it was efiablifhed at 
the revolution^ and to the family on the 

"B 2 throne. 
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throne. There has not been, lince the ac- 
ceflion of the houfe of Hanover, an oppofi- 
tion to minifterial tyranny formed upon purer 
principles of public happinefs and intereft* 
All former oppofitions were tindtured with 
Jacobitifm. This was the firft againft whom 
that charge could not be brought; and the 
phenomenon is increafed, when it is ob- 
ferved, that the notorious friends of the houfe 
of Stuart, and the defcendants of thofe, who, 
in their day, had been the notorious friends 
of the fame houfe, and who avowedly pro- 
feffed all the flavifh principles and doctrines 
of the Stuarts, now publicly filled the court 
of the King, and feveral of the principal de- 
partments in the ftate. The Earl of Bute was 
omnipotent. He not only difmifled the great 
minifters, who had conducted the war with 
unexampled vigour and fucoefs, but he turned 
out every friend of the houfe of Hanover, who 
held any office or place under the crown. 
Thefe circumftances were fiifficient to fufped 
a defign in the prime minifter to renew the 
meafures of the fecond Charles and James. 
His condu<a created hatred, and his princi- 
pies produced alarm*. 

At 
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At this time was inculcated that unhappy 
leflbn, " That the more unpopular a King's 
mi.nifter becomes, the itiore firmly he ought 
to be fuppotted— Kings muft never recede/* 
If ever there was a time, when this doArine 
was more pernicious in its efFedis than at an- ' 
other, it was. at this time. Ample experience 
has convinced every perfon, of the Ibfles, 
difgraces, and miferies, which are to be af- 
cribed to this fource. 

The principal, and almoft only fa(Sl, urged 
in his behalf, was, that he was the Favourite 
of the King. Thofe^who made this apology 
were exceedingly indifcreet. Royal favourites 
have always been odious in all countries* 
Their invariable defign conftantly is, to re- 
duce the people to a ftate of infignificancy, 
in order that they may eftablifti their own 
power with impunity. 

A few weeks after he had driven Lord 
Temple and Mr. Pitt from their offices, he 
made a pointed and perfonal attack upoa 
Lord Temple, in the Houfe of Lords, before 
any fyftem or plan of oppofition to him had 

B 3 been 
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been formed, or probably even thought of; 
for they refigned in the month of October 
1 76 1, and this attack was made in the fuc- 
ceeding month of November, which was a 
confiderable time before the general difmiflion 
and profcription of the Whigs took place. 
Lord Bute fought the firft opportunity to 
make it. He faw in Lord Temple, that rifmg 
fpirit he might have moft caufe to dread. He 
had folicited conciliation with his Lordfhip 
ab9Ut ten days before, and had failed. 
Warmed with refentment, and flattened with 
the hope of obtaining a triumph over his op- 
ponent, — upon the motion for the papers re- 
lative to the rupture with Spain, Lord Temple, 
after recommending unanimity 4n the ftrongeft 
terms, begged to make but one obfervation 
upon all that had been faid concerning the 
family compact, which was, that it had been 
figned in Auguft, had been ratified in Sep- 
tember, and the written advice to his Majefty 
was given Utid dated on the eighteenth of that 
month. Upon which. Lord Bute rofe in 
great heat, and gave to Lord Temple the moft _ 
flat and unqualified contradidlion. He de- 
clared upon-ii/x honour^ that there was no in- 

telligencQ 
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telligence of fuch a fad fo conftituted, at that 
time. Thefe words brought up Lord Temple 
again; who likewife declared upon bis honour^ 
that there was intelligence of the higheft mo* 
ment relative to thofe matters at that time; 
that he. was not at liberty to declare it pub- 
licly, but would refrejh his Lordfhip*s memory 
in private: and then beckoned Lord Bute to 
follow him out of the houfe; who did: and 
in the private conference between them, Lord 
Bute admitted that he recollected the fa£ts, as 
they had been ftated ; but when he returned 
into the Houfe of Lords, he did not, which, 
as a gentleman, he ought to have done, ftand 
up in his place, and acknowledge his miflake. 
The reader will not think it improbable, that 
Lord Temple's enmity to Lord Bute was 
embittered by this circumftance. Nor will it 
perhaps be improper to take notice of an- 
other circumftance, which was indeed of 
lefler moment, but not lefs perfonally infult- 
ing to the feelings of Lord Temple and Mn 
Pitt. On the firft court-day, after the accet 
lion of the prefent King, and while the late 
King lay dead in his palace. Lord George 
Sackville made his appearance s^t St James's, 

B 4 and 
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and w^s admitted to kifs the King's hand. 
This was fuch an outrage on the memory of 
the late King, and on the honour of thofe 
fervants who had the conduct of the war^ 
that they were perfedly aftonifhed at it, and 
made inquiry into the caufe of it ; when, to 
their no lefs furprife, they found that Lord 
George had been invited to court by the Earl 
of Bute. They remonftrated ftrongly againft 
it; and Lord George did not appear again at 
6t, James's during Mr. Pitt's adminiftration. 

In the month of May 1762, Lord Bute 
having advanced himfelf to. the head of the 
Treafury, and difmifled many of the princi- 
J)al Whigs from their offices, the great fami- 
lies were convinced of the dangerous defigns 
of the Favourite, and embraced the recom" 
-mendations of Lord Temple, to unit^, and to 
ibrm a powerful oppofition to his meafuresand 
-conduct. In order to prevent this union be- 
coming eftablifhed, to an extent that might 
be fatal to his. influence, he opened all the 
floodgates of corruption. Sixteen peerages 
were created; the Lords of the Bedchamber 
•• were doubled i the Grooms of the Bedchamber 

* were 
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were doubled; the falaries of other places 
were doubled ; obfolete places were revived 5 
many were penftoned out of offices, to make 
vacancies for others. In a word, the whole 
power and patijonage of the crown were ex- > 
erted to the utmoft to fupport his adminiflra* 
tion. This dominion, great and abfolute as 
it was, did not content him. He was con- . 
fcious, that though the power of the crown 
was amply fufficient to give him all that he 
wanted in parliament, he faw there was 
fomething elfe wanting. This was the favour 
of the people. And in order to obtain this, 
he hired a confiderable number of writers ; 
Smollett, Murphy, Mallett, Shebbeare, Ruff- 
head, Cleland, Guthrie, and many more. 
On the day that he mounted the Treafury 
fteps, a paper called the Briton made its ap- 
pearance in his favour, written by Smollett; 
and in a few days followed another, called the 
Auditor^ and feveral more. In thefe papers, 
the characters of Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple 
were repeatedly reviled, in terms the moft op- 
probrious and fcurrilous. And though it was 
not probable, that fuch writings could have 
much effed on the public mind, yet it muft 

have 
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have been obferved by thofe perfons who 
have given fome attention to this literary 
Ipecies of belligerent operation, that an im- 
preffion may be made by numerous and con- 
ftant efforts. Add to this, the w^riters in be- 
half of the miniftry have always a great 
advantage over their opponents; they can 
indulge in afferting the moll infamous falfe-^ 
toods, with impunity. 

To counteraft the poifon of thefe papers, 
a gentleman of talents and erudition, who • 
was a warm and fincere admirer of Lord 
Temple's patriotifm and virtues, commenced 
another paper; which was called the North 
Britotu The elegance of the compofition, 
the keennefs of the fatire, and the brilliancy 
of the wit, with which almoft every paper 
abounded, very foon attraiSed the public at- 

m 

tenlion ; and fecured to the paper a very ex- 
teniive circulation. Lord Temple was not 
ignorant of his friend's defign, before he put 
it in execution ; and certainly approved of it. 
But the feverity of fome of the national re- 
.fiedions upon the Scots, on account of their 
attachment to Lord Bute, and their enmity 

to 
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to Mr. Pitt, did not meet with the entire ap* 
probation of his Lordfhip ; not from any per- 
fonal confiderations of his own, .but from an 
apprehenfion of thereby weakening the na- 
tional force. However, it miift always be 
remembered, that in the language of a tem- 
porary periodical paper, the bent and humour 
of the times muft be confidered ; and to give 
fuch a paper popularity and confequence, facri- 
fices muft be made to the caprice of the day. 
At this time, a great part of the Scots were 
exceedingly illiberal to the Englifh ; and a 
great part of the Englifh were no lefs offended 
with the Scots. Lord Bute was undoubtedly, 
by his partiality to his countrymen, the pri- 
mary caufe of thefe jealoufies. 

Lord Temple frequently aflifted his friend 
In the production of thefe papers ; not indeed 
with his pen, but with his information asA 
line of reafoning. All the Whigs highly ap- 
proved of thefe papers ^. the public mind was 
flrongly imprefled by them: the language 
and argument were always judicious, and 
direded to the objefl:s of the moment : while 
the papers of Lord Bute's writers, were chim- 

fily 
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fily put together; were difgufting by their 
fcurrility, and contemptible by their dul^efs^ 

This literary affiftance from Lord Temple 
and his friends, gave additional weight to his 
Lordfhip's recommendation of a union ; and 
the m^afure was completely accomplilhed ift 
the month of February 1763. 

To give a fignal to the nation of this union, 
to contradict the aflertions of the minifterial 
writers that the perfons in oppofitipn were to- 
tally unconnefted, and to infpire the public 
mind with the hope of relief, from the all- 
grafping power and infolent domination of a Fa- 
vourite ; the principals agreed to dine together, 
oncd a week, at each other's houfes. The fifft din- 
ner was at Lord Temple's in Pall-Mall, about 
the end of February 1763 ; the next was at 
ffke Duke of Newcaftle's, in March following ; 
others fucceeded. The parties were chiefly 
the Dukes of Bolton, Devon, Grafton, New- 
caftle, Portland ; Marquis of Rockingham ; 
Earls of Albemarle, Aftiburnham, Befborough, 
Cornwallis, Hardwicke, Scarborough, Spencer, 
Temple; Lords Abergavenny, Dacre, For- 
^ tefcue, 
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tcfcue, Grantham, Sondes, Walpole, Villiers; 
Right Hon. W. Pitt, Sir George Savile, G» 
Townfliend, C Yorke, James Grenville, &c* 
&€• This flag, as it was called at the time; 
for the nanies were conftantly given every 
week in the newfpapers, was a teftimonial 
to the whole country, that there was an op* 
pofition formed, compofed of many of tlvjc 
firft perfonages in the kingdom. The Fa- 
vourite was their objedl. To corred the 
mifchiefs he had committed, and to prevent 
the continuance of his power, were theif 
avowed defigns. After the fecond meeting 
of the party, when he faw the meafure likely 
to be purfued, he was feized with timidity: 
he caufed an offer to be made to Lord Tem- 
ple and Mr. Pitt, by Mr. Hans Stanley, that 
if they would withdraw from the Whigs, he 
would make an opening for them to return 
to adminiftration. They treated the propofal 
with the utmoft indignation ; they confidered 
it an infult oflfered to their integrity; and 
refufed it with a firmnefs that was worthy 
of imitation. They had made their engage-^ 
ments, they faid, and were incapable of break* 
ing thenu 

This 
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This attempt to divide iiis opponents in- 
difputably (hews, that he was afraid of their 
united ftrength, and that whatever other rea- 
fbns he might have, he was, from this moment, 
entertaining thoughts pf retiring from before 
the curtain. He was by this time, alfo, Jbe- 
come afraid of other adverfaries ; who were 
his coadjutors in the negotiation of peace* 
They had been duped, and began to threaten 
him. Therefore, thus finding hist)fFers re- 
jected by his public opponents, he made ofiers 
to his private enemies ; by whom they were 
accepted. This was the true caufe of that 
fudden fuccefTion of Mr. Grenville, and th^ 
Lords Halifax and Egremont, to the unpre- 
cedented copartnerfhip of premier ; , for 
when Lord Bute refigned in April 1763^ 
it was immediately fignified to all the foreign 
minifters, by authority, " That his Majefty 
had been pleafed to place his government in 
the hands of Mr. Qrenville, the Earls of 
Halifax and Egremont ; and that in all cafes 
of importance, . they were not to a<f!t fepa- 
rately, but in an agreement of the three: 
And to them all applications on bufinefs were 
to be dire£ted.'* This is the firft time that the 

office 
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oflRce of prime minifter was put into <:om-> 
miinon. LordBute^ in the mod folemn manner, 
aflured his fucceiToFs, that he tenounced all' 
pretenfions to public bufinefs in every (hape 
whatever. 

During the arrangement of this change of 
oftenfible minifters, the weekly publication of 
the North Briton was fufpended, from April 2 
to April 23* When the new miniftry were 
deqtared by authority, the writer of that paper 
attacked them with great afperity; and in 
the fame paper animadverted on the King's 
fpeech, which l^ad been delivered a few days 
before at the clofe of the feffion of Parliament. 
Thefe animadverfions provoked the court exr- 
ceedingly ; and it was inftantly refolved to 
take advantage of this pretended lofult on the 
Kiilgf. and under colour of that pcetehce, to 
exercife the extremeft vengeance on all parties 
concerned in the North Briton. Lord Bute 
urged his fubftitutes to do what he durft not 
attempt himfelf : he was fmarting imder the 
wounds inflided by former papers. He there^ 
fore eagerly feized this firft moment to gratify 
his defire of revepge. The crpwn lawyers 

feconded 
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feconded his wifhes. Prerogative lasers are 
always ready to denominate any political 
paper a libeL. But the better opinion is that 
this was a conftitutioHal paper : the King waa 
treated with the greateft perfonal refpedt, hid 
minifters only were condemned. 

A little time afterwards, Lord Temple 
wrote, or, perhaps it will be corre£tly ftating^ 
that his Lordihip dictated to an amanuenfis, 
a fair and conftitutional defence of this paper 
of the North Briton. A few copies only of 
this defence were printed ; it was not pub- 
liihed. The following extracts are taken 
from one of the copies : % 



cc 



Every one does not know exadly the 
principles of the conftitution, by which we 
are to judge with what degree of authority 
a fpeech from the throne is ftamped, whether 
it is to be coniidered as perfonal to the King, 
or afcribed to the minifters; and how far it 
18 facred above any other k£t of iadminiftra- 
tion whatever, and exempt from the freedom 
of difcuflion with which all minifterial tranf- 
aOiioBS may be treated. The rights of Ma« 

jefty 
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jefty are venerable ; and no good fubjeft 
would wifh to oflfend againft that perfonal 
refpedt that is due to the Sovereign. It \yas 
therefore very artful to raife a cry againft the 
alleged author of the North Briton j that he 
had affronted the King, and to proclaim aloud, 
that whoever cpuijtenanced him, or avowed 
what he advanced, was a partaker of his of^ 
fence. Perhaps fome were ftunned with this 
at firft : duty to his Majefty might be too 
ftrong for the rights of liberty, and fear of 
being difrefpedtful to the King might filence 
the claims of truth. But when people reco- 
vered from the firft furprife, and examined 
the affair coolly, it wis impoffible not to fee 
through the minifterial artifice. There are 
of thofe, who will have no fuperiors in loyalty, 
and cannot be exceeded by any in perfonal 
refped, duty, and affedtion to the King, and 
yet will not eafily yield the freedom of exa- 
mining what minifters are pleaded to put 
into the fpeeches they make for the throne# 
Nor will they join in a cry againft any man, 
were he ever fo culpable in other refpefts, 
as affronting the King, for doing what they 
think is the privilege of every fubje^l to do. 
VoL,IL C That 
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That is wounding the conftituticn, under 
pretence of regard to royalty. The refpedt 
due to his Majefty, in that matter, is to dif- 
tinguifh him from the Minifters; to excul- 
pate the King, as the conftitution does, from 
any wrong; and to lay the fault, if there is 
one, upon the Minifters, whofe, moft indif- 
putably, it is. 

** It is a qucftion of too much magnitude 
to be confounded with any thing elfe, what 
liberty the conftitution allows to be taken 
with the King's fpeech; and therefore it 
ought to be confidered by itfelf: but the 
ftrongeft prejudices cannot carry any man, 
who will ufe his own eyes and underftand- 
ing, to believe that the author of the Nortb 
Briton^ number forty-five, meant an infult to 
the King. All he has faid, is levelled againft 
thfe minifters, and he expreffes, in a variety 
of fentences, the Utmoft refpedt for his So- 
vereigh^ a heart-felt duty and affedtion to 
his perfonj a high veneration for his quali- 
ties; and an undiflembied attachment to his 
royal houfe, and the fucceffion to the crown 
in the Proteftant line. 

' 8 " The 
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** The author has waged perpietual wsir 
with Toryifm and difaffeftion. Nothing had 
been more complained of in the whole courfe 
of the paper, than that, ever fince the Fa^^ 
vourite^ influence became predominant, the 
ftaunch, known, and tried friends of ,thi^ 
royal family, have been deprelTed ;^ and the 
avowed enemies of it unreafonably elevated. 
It is not reafonable to think that fuch a • write? 
fhould mean to give a perfonal afiront to thd 
King. But nothing can be further from every 
expreffion in the paper, about which fo much 
noife has been made. It is impoflible to tor- 
ture it into an infult to Majefty, unlefs the 
word Minijltr is the fame with the wofd 
King J and unlefs the ftrongeft expreflions of 
regard for the Prince upon the throne are 
not only to have no meaning at all allowed 
them, but are even to be interpreted into in- 
ve^lives againft the Sovereign, whofe afpplaufe 
they found. 

^ The paper begins with laying this foun- 
dation, that * the King's fpeech has always 

* been confidered by the legiflaturc, and by. 

• the public at large, as thejj^ecch of the Minify 



tt> "the lAte earl temple; 

I 

^ terJ* The fpeech, there treated of, is called 
an inftance of minijiefial effrontery. It is tx-t 
prefsly named in every part of the papet, the 
Minifters fpeech. The ^anther fignifies his 

* doubt, whether the tmpofttion he complains 

* of, is greater on the Sovereign^ or on the Na- 

* tion/ The lamentation he makes, is * that 
f a Prince of the excellent charaBer he defcribes^ 
y can be brought to give the fandtion of his 

* iacred name to unjuftifiable public declara* 

* tions from a throne, renowned for truth, 

* honour, and unfuUied virtue.* 

\ 

*• It is the Minifier^ who, it is faid, is held 
in contempt and abhorrence for it. He^ it 
is faid,' has made our Sovereign declare that 
in which lies the fallacy inveighed againft: it 
is called a drain of infolence in the Minifter^ 
to lay claim to what he is.confcious all his 
efforts tended to prevent. After afferting that 
no hireling of the Minifter had been hardy 
enough to difpute what he had advanced, it 
is faid, * Yet the Minifter himfelf has made 

* our Sovereign declare^ &c.— * The Minijler% 
^fpeech (it is faid) dwells on the approbation 

* given by Parliament to the Preliminary Arti-* 

• cles.' 
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f cles.'---* The Mintjler cannot forbear, even 

* in the King's fpqech, infulting us with a dull 

* repetition of the word caqconomy,' and ^ in 
^ vain will fuch a Minifier preach up in the 

* fpeech that fpirit of concord,' ISc, In fhort, 
it is the Minifter^ and nothing but the Mi- 
nifter, which runs through the whole paper j 
and all the wrong complained of is charge4 
ypon' the MiniJIer. 

^* A political paper wrote a great many*^ 
years ago, to expofe the danger of making 
writings criminal by tmcndocs^ proved a trea^ 
tife on the fmall-pox to be the blackeft treafon, 
by tranflating the word variol to mean govern^ 

m 

ment^ and adapting every other term accord-f 
ing to the fame dictionary. Sure no other 
method can fucceed in proving that there is 
an infult aimed at the King iu this paper, 

^* It is a different affkir, whether the author 
of the North Briton is right or wrong, in 
what he has advanced in the feveral places of 
the papet, where he uniformly purfues tjie 
above diale(fi; or whether the fundamental 
principle, on which he proceeds, be a juft oi\e 

C 3 or 
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or no. But, is he arraigning the Mintjlcr^ or 
infulting Majejiy ? — Is it the King^ or the 
Mini/ier^ that he charges with what he al- 
leges is wrong? Can any man lay his hand 
on his heart and fay, that the perfon who 
wrote that paper, has faid the King is the au- 
thor of a fallacy; becaufe he has charged the 
Mini/ier v^ixh having impofed on the Sove- 
reign, and, by impofition, made him declare 
a thing which is a fallacy? We may confound 
Maje/ly. and Minifiers as we plcafe, when we 
wifh to deftroy the diftin£tion, for the pur- 
pofe of making, royal veracity a protection to 
nunifterial fallacy \ but this writer feparates 
them with the plaineft difcrimination — He 
giv6s to each his part — The one, he fays, is 
impofed upon ; the other is the author of the im^ 
pofaion. Whi^ch of thefe is the crime ? Any 
perfon may be impofed upon, but he is inno- 
cent; none can impofe upon another without 
being criminal Royalty does not deify hu- 
man nature; and what man, or what King, 
fo wife and fo able, as not,, in fome inftance 
or other, to have been impofed upon ? It is 
the common lot of humanity to be liable to 
deception: but that fort of impofition that 

fprings 
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fplings from mifinformation, or want of juft 
information. It is not in the power of any 
-man to fecure himfelf againft; and, of all 
others, Kings are moft liable to it. 

" The author of the North Britofiy number 
forty-five^ is not contented with the moft ex:- 
plicit language that the Englifli tongue affords^ 
to point out, beyond a poflibility of being 
mjiftaken, that it is the Mtntjier he accufes; 
and that, fo far from charging Majejiy^ the 
very charge itfelf is, having impojed upon the 
King — Not contented with this, he gives the 
King's chara£ler, in terms full of refpedt, as 
a Prince ofifo many great and amiable qualities ^ 
whom England truly reveres. — This is not the 
language of infult. 

" The regard he exprefles in this very pa- 
per for the late good King, is an irrefiftible 

« 

proof of the afFe<3:ion and attachment of the 
perfon who wrote it, to his prefent Majefty, 
and all the royal famity.— Part of his indig- 
nation againft the Minijler^ is for not (hewing 
a due regard to the honour, either of our late 
gracious Sovereign, or of his prefent Majefty. 

C 4 ' Was 
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* Was it (fays he) a tender regard for the ho- 

* nour of the late King, or of his prefent Ma- 

* jefty, that invited to court Lord George Sack- 

* ville ?' Nobody is at a lofs to know what 
branch of the jboyal family he defcribes, as 
the mofl amiable Princefs in the worlds who 
it is fuppofed, is to make happy a diftinguifhed 
Prince of the fame illuftrious line. Is that 
the ftyle of the enemies of his Majefty's fa- 
mily ? How does he fpeak of the fecurity of 
the boufe of Hanover f * What a fliame (fays 

* he) was it to fee the fecurity of this country, 

* in point of military force, complimented 

* away, contrary to the opinion of royalty itfelf 

* and facrificed to the prejudices, and to the 

* ignorance of a fct of people, the mod unfit, 

* from every confideration, to be confulted on 

* a matter relative to the fecurity of the houfe' 

* of Hanover! He fpeaks, with high fatisfac- 
tion, of a loyal and afft3ionate people \ an idea 
that could give no pleafure to a perfon difaf- 
fefted to his Majefty's auguft family, or in- 
clined to affront the King. No man, that is 
not a hearty friend to his Majefty, and to the 
Protefiant fucceflion of the crown in his fk- 
jnily, would write in fuch a ftrain. The 

^ word$ 
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words are ftronger than a thoufand arguments. 
Such things, do not look like a defign to 
alienate the afFe£tions of his Majefty's fub- 
je£ts, or ftir up traitorous infurreftions againft 
his government, ^bat belongs to thofe who 
have no good-will to the houfe of Hanover; 
whofe loyalty is attached to an exiled and 
abjured family. When jhe author of the 
North Briton fpeaks of that family, (as he 
does in this paper,) he ufes another kind of 
tone. * The Stuart line (fays he) has ever 

* been intoxicated with the flavifli dodirines.of 
^ the abfolute, independent, unlimited power 

* of the crown.'* 

^^ 

The feveral particulars of the profecutions 
of the printers, publifhers, and fuppofed 
author, with all the other circumftances con- 
cerning them, have been fo fully and repeatr 
edly given to the public, it is not neceflary to 
fay any thing of them here; except only fuch 
matters as have been either miftated or 
omitted in the former accounts. 

The firft, and moft material of thefe. Is the 
conduft of fome individuals in the body of 

• the 
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the Whigs, whom- Lord' Temple had taken 
fuch pains to unite. Thefeitidividuals were 
headed by the Earl of Hardwicke. As foon 
as Mr. Wilkes h^td been difcharged by the 
Court of Commoti Pleas, they immediately 
paid their deVwrs at St* Jameses, to fhew to 
the court they difapproved of Mr. Wilkes, 
,6^ his friends, and of his catife. This 
fcandalous defertion was treated, even by 
the court, as it defer ved. They were not 
the perfons whom Lord. Bute wanted. Find- 
ing this offered treachery not fufEcient for 
their purpofe, they entered into a league to 
uphold and defend general warrants; and be- 
caufe Mr. Wilkes had been difcharged upon 
his privilege, as a member of parliament, it 
was another condition of the leaguers, in 
jordeir to caft an odium on the Chief Juftice 
of the Commons Pleas, to vote away privi- 
lege of parliament in the cafe of a libel. 
This latter fadt was not known, Until that vote 
had paffed. The Duke of Newcaftle men- 
tioned it at a meeting of the party at Devon- 
fliire-houfe, which meeting was held for the 
purpofe erf fettling the words of a proteft 
againft that vote. This proteft was princi- 
pally 
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pally written by Lord Temple. • And when 
they came to the confideration of figning it, 
the Duke of Newcaftle excufed himfclf, oa 
account of his friend Lord Hardwicke : and 
then explained the nature and extent of their 
engagement. ^ 

Lord Temple's fpirit and firmnefs in fupport 
of the caufe of Mr. Wilkes, whofe caufe was 
that of every man who had any regard for con- 
ftitutional liberty,, deferved, and met with, the 
higheft applaufe from every, part of England. 
It was his purfe which carried on the feveral 
law^-fuits againft the King's meflengers, and 
others. It was nis liberality, munificence, and 
activity, which decided this great caufe, in 
favour of the public. The caufe muft have 
funk under the weight of minifterial influence 
and opprcflion,. if it had not been fupported 
by his intrepidity and p^everance. In this 
he was alone— even Mr. Pitt thought his fpirit 
was too high. But if it was a fault — it was 
a virtuous fault — it was a fault iti behalf of 
the people ; — whofe caufe,- upon all occafionSf 
he dearly loved and cherifhed. When Mr„ 
Wilkes was committed, his Lordlhip offered 

V to 
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to bail him in any fum; if one hundred 
thoufand pounds were required, he declared 
bis recognizance was ready. 

This public efpoufal of Mr. Wilkes, brought 
upon his Lordfhip the moft diftinguifhed 
niarks of minifterial infult and malice; yet 
fuch was his complacency to the neceflary dig- 
nity of government, that he permitted the 
firft Lord of the Trcafury to be re-eledted for 
the town of Buckingham, rather than fuffer 
the King's firft Minifter to mendicate a feat 
in parliament. His mind was influenced by 
public confiderations, not by perfonal ones. 
Few men's charafters have been more mif- 
taken, or more mifreprefented, than his Lord- 
fliip's. When a Great Perfonage faid of him, 
** That he was undoubtedly a great man, but 
that he loved to embarrafs government," he 
only fhewed that he had been mifinformed^ 
No man. could be more zealoufly attached to a 
conftitutional government than he was. But 
he detefted, with fervency and fmcerity, a 
government of f(?crecy, hypocrify, and 
treachery. 

This . 
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This conduit of Lord Temple reftored una- 
nimity to the oppofition, except Lord Hard- 
wicke, and two or three more ; and oppo- 
fition became cordially united, in the general 
wi(h of bringing all the late proceedings before 
parliament. 

Mr. Wilkes employed the fpace of time 
between his enlargement from the Tower, 
and the meeting of parliamerit, in printing 
the North Britons in his houfe. This cir- • 
cumftance gave Lprd Temple much concern : 
he begged Mr. "Wilkes to lay afide the defign ; 
and when he had begun to put it in exe- 
cution, his Lordfhip implored him to defift. 
Mr. Wilkes, however, would not ; he faid 
many of his friends in the city had defired 
' to fubfcribe for a neat and correct edition of 
the North Briton. It fliould here be ftated, 
that the ground of Lord Temple's objedion 
to Mr. Wilkes re-printing the North Briton 
in his houfe, was this, that amongft all the 
printers and bookfellers, whom the miniftry 
had attached on account of the North Briton, 
there was not to be found a tittle of evidence 
that could reach Mr. Wilkes j " Confe- v 
quently,*' faid Lord Temple to Mr. Wilkes, 
^ << you 



• 
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*' you ought not to furnifh yOur enemjes 
now with the meians of obtaining that evi- 
dence which you have hitherto had prudence 
to prevent : and as to the plan of fubfcription, 
he added, particularly, that Mr^ Wilkes could 
not name the extent of the fum of money 
he was ready to advance, if Mr. Wilkes 
would but fend away his printing-prefs.'* 
Mr. Wilkes was deaf to all entreaties. He 
printed the North Briton j and the event juf- 
tified Lord Temple's apprehenfions. The 
miniftry bribed one of Mr. Wilkes's journey- 
men to become evidence againft him ; he was 
tried for re-printing and re^publijhing the 
North Briton j upon that evidence only he 
w^as convi£ted : there was no evidence at all 
againft him upon the original publication. 
Had he therefore followed Lord Temple's 
advice, the victory of public liberty muft have 
been complete ; the minifters muft have been 
difmifled j and cenfured at leaft, if not im- 
peached. Lord Temple often lamented this 
unfortunate part of Mr. Wilkes's condu£t# 

When parliament met, the Bifhop of Glou- 
cefter (Dr. Warburton) fuddenly rofe in the 
Houfe of Lords, and complained of a breach 

of 
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of privilege; his natpe being printed to a 
note in an obfcene poem, called an Efay tm 
Woman ; a few copies qf which had been 
printed by Mr. Wilkes, at the prefs in his 
own houfe. The fame journeyman who had 
been bribed to rob and betray him, was the 
evidence againil him in this matter alfo« 
This complaint perfedily aftonifhed Lord 
Temple: he knew nothing of the poem* 
But when he heard that it came from Mr. 
Wilkes's private prefs, he was fo fenfibly af- 
fected, he was obliged to leave the Houfe. 

Upon the charge of the North Briton, he 

• ■ , 

Had prepared to defend that paper, and alfo 
the conduft of the Chief Juftice, (Pratt,) who 
had difcharged Mr. Wilkes upon his privi- 
lege, as a member of parliament. On thefe 
two points he had determined to combat 
the arguments of the minifters and their 
kv^ryers. 

In the debate on Mr. Wilkes's expulfion 
ih the month of January 1 764, 'Mr. Rigby 
fpoke of Lord Temple's public manner of 
approving, fupporting, and defending the con* 
du^ of Mr. Wilkes, in terms of afperity and 

harftxnefs^ 
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haflhncfs. He was anfwered with great abi-^ 
lity and fpirit by Mr. James Grenville ; who 
drew a picture of the Duke of Bedford in 
fuch ftrong colours, that the Houfe was 
obliged to interfere. Mr. Webb, Solicitor of 
the Treafury, acknowledged that Lord Tem- 
ple's condudt had, in one point, been much 
mifreprefented j for amongft Mr. WilkesV 
papers feized at his houfe, he had found a 
letter from Lord Temple to that gentleman^ 
cxpreffing the ftrongeft difapprobation of the • 
abufe of the Scots in the North Britons. 

When the minifters had gone through the 
firft part of the ftorm concerning Mr. Wilkes, 
they began to perceive that their late pijoceed- 
ings would be vigoroufly attacked in parlia- 
ment ; and that they fhould meet with a power- 
ful oppofition there. On this account, they 
began to confider of filling up fome vacancies 
which had happened, and of ftrengthening 
themfelves with fome alliances. The pre- 
fident's chair had been vacant from the be- 
ginning of the year 1763, by the death of 
Earl Granville : this they propofed filling 
with the Duke of Leeds j and they confulted 

Lord 
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Lord Bute upon it. This very circumftance 
of confulting Lord Bute, which is an un- 
doubted fa£t, clearly fhews that tHey had no 
influence in the clofet. 

Lord Bute, who had gone to Harrowgate 
to be out of the way of the ftorm, returned 
to London upon this bufinefs: he inftaotly 
put his veto on the propofition refpeding the 
Duke of Leeds. WTiether he had fome other 
perfon in contemplation, or whether he began 
to repent of having made the prefent mi- 
nifters, and was looking out for another fet to 
fucceed them, is not certain j but if we may 
judge from what foon after appeared, the 
latter feems to have been the cafe. This dif^ 
agreement between the miniftry and Lgrd 
Bute was not fettled when Lord Egremont 
died at the beginning of Auguft 1 763 : this 
unexpedled event brought the difpute to 
a crifis. There being now two feats in the 
cabinet vacant, which in the fmall number of 
five, for the cabinet at that time confided of 
no more> was nearly equal to a fufpenfion of 
public bufinefs; a fituation that could not 
laft long. 

Vol. n. D Lord 
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Lord Bute was ftill defirous of gairiift^ 
Lord Tertrple and Mr. Pitt, but as Lord Tem- 
ple had refufed his applications twice before, 
the firft time early in the month of November 
1 761, and the other in the month of March 
1763, he refolved to make this third appli- 
cation to Mr. Pitt. And having found Mr. 
Pitt more civil than Lord Temple had been, 
he brought Mr. Pitt to the King, for the pur- 
pofe of forming a new adminiftration. But 
Mr. Pitt having ftated to his Majefty in the 
Way of explanation, his inviolable union with 
the great Whig families, and in effedl, what 
had been given, in the way of anfwer, to Mr, 
Stanley in March laft. Lord Bute took fright, 
and broke off the negotiation entirely. Lord 
Bute's view in this bufmefs did not extend 
beyond a partial change : he wiflied to bring 
in Lord Temple arid Mr. Pitt, and two or 
three others, but not more j and to continue 
to hold the reins of government by his fecret 
influencei^* and when he had made them 
oditous and infignificant, as he did every body 
elfe, he could turn them out at pleafure, 
without offending the nation. They knew 
all this : and he knew, that Lord Temple 
• V- and 
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and Mr. Pitt, with the great body of the 
Whigs, would form an adminiftration of fuch 
jpower and ftrength, that his influence would 
' be totally annihilated. To his vanity, and 
luft of power, was facrificed this opportunity 
t)f forming a ftrong and popular government. 
The particulars of the conference between his 
Majefly and Mr. Pitt have been already 
printed in the Anecdotes of Mr. Pitt, 
chap. XXV. 

The Favourite's next refource was to Lord 
Holland for advice in his prefent critical 
fituation ; for by his lafl manoeuvre he had 
made both parties his enemies. Lord Hol- 
land advifed him to continue the prefent mi^ 
niilers in their places, and to fill up the va- 
cf||ies with the Duke of Bedford and Lord 
Sslhdwich. But as this was a negotiation in 
which Lord Bute could not appear^ Lord 
Holland undertook it for him, and managed 
the matter very adroitly j by which he blunted 
the Duke of Bedford's enmity to Lord But6, 
on account of the late peace ; and the mi« 
niders weire allowed to make a fort of pro- 
fcription of Lord Bute on account of the late 

D 2 indignity 
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indignity he had fhewn them, in offering to 
difplace them for Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple ; 
and to compenfate the Duke of Leeds, they 
were permitted to offer him an adequate pen- 
fion, which his Grace accepted. The Duke 
of Bedford infilled upon Lord Holland pro- 
mifing, in the name of Lord Bute, (for which 
he had Lord Bute's authority,) that his Lord- 
ihip would not in future interfere, intrigue, 
or difturb the prefent minifters^ in any .de- 
partment of their oflSces, in any of their re- 
commendations to the King, or in any of 
the meafures of government. 

When the arrangements were all madc^ 
Lord Bute retired to his eftate in Bedfordfhire ; 
and the minifters boafted that they had exiled 
him : Lord Temple called it a Ma%arinade ; 
alluding to a fimilar condu6t of Cardinal Ma- 
zarine, who governed France as abfolutely 
when abfent from court as when in it. 

The queftion rcfpeding general warrants, 
which was brought forward in the fucceeding 
feflion of parliament, is well known; but 
there was another queftion, which Lord Tem- 
ple 
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pie was very anxious to have had brought 
on J this was concerning the feizure of papers. 
He was not lefs defirous of obtaining a ftrong 
condemnation of this praftice, than he was 
of the condemnation of general warrants. 
But Mr. Charles Yorke firft, and after him 
feveral others of the minority, declared their 
entire difapprobation of the intended motion, 
fo it was never brought forward. It is im- 
poffible to account for their objedions ; Lord 
Temple was fomewhat chagrined by the re- 
fufal : and he wrote a tra£k upon the fubjedl, 
or at leaft dictated the greateft part of it, in- 
titled, " A Letter to the Secretaries of State, 
on the Seizure of Papers." The reader will 
find an extract froni it in the Appendix, 
marked H« 

Many of the gentlemen who compofed the 
oppofition, or minority as they were at this 
time more frequently called, faw with con- 
cern and pain thefe occafional divifions : and 
to prevent, if poffible, the mifchiefs arifmg 
from them, they agreed to inflitute a club^ 
or fociety, confifting of the minority. They 
were called the Coterie ; and met at a houfe 
in Alhcmarle-ftreet' The objed of the in- 

D 3 fiitution 
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ftitutlon was lingly to prefervt tmon: but 
after fubfifting about five or fix months, the 
number of members began to diminifh, the 
meetings were feldom, and at kngththe projeft 
was abandoned. At the commencement of 
this inflitution there was a quarto pamphlet 
publiflied, called, '^ A Letter from Albermarlc- 
ftreet to the Cocoa Tree, on foncup late Ti:anf- 
adions," which, though not literally wf itten 
by Lord Temple, was entirely written under 
his eye, and nearly every line diftated by 
him. One defign of it was, to proclaim 
the creed, or what he hoped was and would 
continue to be the creed of the minority, 
from the head-quarters j that the nation might 
know the 'doftrines they profeff^d, and the 
principles they avowed. But though the 
pamphlet was generally approved by the 
nation, yet there were fo^ne perfons in the 
ipinority who thought it declared too much. 
The reader will find fome extracts from it in 
the Appendix, marled L . 

This was the laft effort Lord Temple made 
to preferve unanimity among the noblemen 
and gentlemen who h^d formed themfelves 
into an oppofition, in the hope, as they faid, 

of 



.THE LATE EARL TEMPLE. 39 

of refcuing the government of the country 
from the influence of the royal Favourite^ 
When the dub in Albemarle-ftreet ceafed, 
the minority, . as a party, nearly ceafed alfo. 
The leader was difcomfited ; he was in eameft 
againft Lord Bute ; but many of the others 
were not ; they were ready to enlift under his 
banners whenever he was difpofed to receive 
them* Mn Charles Yorke accejpted of a {la- 
tent of precedence, which fhewed his readinefs 
to enter into the minifterial fervice. At 
length this fchifm came to an explanation 
between Lord Temple and the Duke of New- 
caftle. Lord Temple, in the plaineft terms, 
^ifured his Grace, that if the only obje^ of 
oppofition was the poffeffion of places^ if no- 
thing was intended for the public, if his Grace 
and his friends would neither propofe nor 
fupport any meafure'for the fecurity of the 
liberties of the people, he would continue no 
longer a cover to that defign. With this de- 
claration the oppofition, or minority, totally 
ceafed as a body. 

During the fucceeding feflion of parliament, 
vhich commenced in the month of January 

1^4 ^7^Sx 
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1765, Mr. Pitt did not attend* Upon the 
Regency bill, which was brought in towards 
the end of the fe:^on, the minority confided 
of only thirty-feven members. The minifters 
now thought themfelves perfeftly fecure ; and 
having fubmitted in fevcral inftances to Lord 
Bute's interfering in the patronage of their 
departments, the minerity being broken and 
ddfperfed, they began to affume an independ- 
ence of fpirit and charaaer j they remon- 
ftrated ftrongly againft Lord Bute's conduft, 
againft his breach of promife, againft his fecret 
advice of meafures ; they complained of being 
kept in total ignorance of thofe meafures, (the 
Regency bill, &c.) until called upon to carry 
them into execution ; of recommendations of 
perfons to high and lucrative fituations with- 
out their participation or even knowledge; 
and laftly, of the King's confidence not being 
, placed in the conftitutional channels. 

This condu(3: of theirs determined their 
fate : it was refolved to remove them. Lord 
Bute applied to the Duke of Cumberland ; i^^ 
doubt with his Majefty's knowledge and ap- 
probation. His Royal Highnefs fent for 

Lord 
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Lord Temple on the 15th of May ijS^. 
It will occur to the reader's obfenration, that 
notwithftanding the unfortunate ftate of the 
late minority, Lord Temple ftill continued to 
be the ^r^ perfon the court were defirous of 
obtaining. In theVonference which followed 
between his. Royal Highnefs and his Lord- 
fhip, the Diike informed Lord Temple, that 
his Majefty was refolved to change his fer- 
vants; and wifhed to engage his Lordfliip^ 
Mr. Pitt, and their friends; and then very 
gracioufly condefcending to acknowledge his 
Lordfliip's public virtues, and public fpirit, 
his Royal Highnefs requefted to be informed 
of the terms which his Lordfhip had in 
contemplation to propofe, previous to his 
undertaking the admihiftration. Lord Tem- 
ple, with the greateft decency and humi- 
lity, folicited to reprefent to his Royal 
Highnefs, 

Firft, concerning continental affairs, the 
• making of certain foreign alliances : 

And a removal of fopae mifundcrftandings 
in thofe already made« 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly, concerning cjoaaeftic affairs ; his 
Lordfliip required the reftoration of officers, 
civil as well as military, who had been barba- 
roufly difmifled from their places and {itua^r 
tions without caufe, or charge of crime. 
A complete condemnation of general war- 
rants : and his Lordfhip added with a ftrong 
emphafis, a full condemnation of the feizure 
of papers, except in a charge, upon oath, of 
high treafon. 

* 

His Royal Highnefs paufed a moment, and 
then faid, " the terms wei:e perfe&lyjuft^ and 
mtift be agreed to/' 

* 

This anfwer fully exhibits that great trait 
in the Duke's character, that he was (incerely 
and faithfully attached to the interefts and ho- 
nours of his family j and . to the lineal fuc- 
ceffion to the crown; which all muft allow 
is beft fecured by the afFeftions of the people. 

His Royal Highnefs having heard Lord 
Temple's conditions, then began to ftate his 
own* The firft was, that it was the King's 
dcfire that Lord Northumberland fhould be 

placed 
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placed at the head of the treafurjr. Here 
Lord Temple begged leave to interrupt his 
Royal Highnefs, and to fay, that if this was 
a pofitivc condition, there was no occafion tp 
go any further. Lord Northumberland had 
been made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by- 
Lord Bute. Lord Temple anfwered, " That 
he would never go into any oflSce under Lord 
Bute's Lieutenant." The determined tone in 
which thefe laft words were fpoken put an 
.end tp the conference. 

Four days afterwards, (May 1 9, 1 765,) his 
Royal Highnefs requefted Lord Temple to 
meet him at Mr. Pitt's houfe, at Hayes in 
Kent. But though liis Royal Highnefs was 
diere .firft, and had had fome converfation 
with Mr. Pitt before Lord Temple came, yet 
he found that Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple 
were one : Mr. Pitt having fully rejeded the 
fame condition, refjpefting Lord Northumber- 
land. 

This negotiation might have fucceeded,. if' 
Lord Northumberlarid had not been named; 
but that cir^umftance marked the hand of 

4 Lord 
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Lord Bute fo ftrongly, it was impoffible not 
to dread in it all the mifchiefs and verfatility 
of the continued influence of the Favourite ; 
againft which, repeated experience had fliewn 
that the moft folemn promifes and protefla- 
tions were no protection. 

Lord Temple's firmnefs in thefe conferences 
with his Royal Highnefs did not meet with 
the entire approbation of fome of the princi- 
pal perfons of the late minority : in particular 
the Marquis of Rockingham moft ardently 
entreated his Lordfliip to accept of the Duke 
of Cumberland's propofalsj and added, that 
he fjpoke alfo in the name of the Duke of 
Newcaftle, who defired nothing for hirpfetf, 
but that his friends might be confidered« 

At this time Lord Temple and his brother, 
Mr. Grenville, became reconciled, through 
the good offices of their mutual friends j the 
firft application was from Mr. Grenville. 
Neither their private honours, as gentlemen, 
nor their public charaders, as politicians, fuf- 
fered by this reconciliation. Each adhered to 
the opinions he had already avowpd: the 

union 



THE LATE EARL TEMPLE. 45 

union, only regarded what might occur In 
fiiture. But it is very probable, that now 
agreeing in opinion, of the danger tp every 
adminiftration from the omnipotence of Lord 
Bute's fecret influence, they might cordially 
join in any meafure that promifed to procure 
his complete overthrow. 

Lord Temple's refuf^ of the Duke of Cum- 
berland's oflTers was afcribed by many perfons 
to his reconciliation with his brother; Lord 
Temple would not accept, they faid, becaufe 
his brother was not included in the offers* 
This objeftion to Lord Temple's conduct, in 
thofe refufals, was repeatedly urged in various 
ihapes. Sometimes in pamphlets, but oftener 
in letters, eflfays, and paragraphs in the public 
prints, until at length the opinion ftrongly 
prevailed. It muft be confefled, that the fuf- 
picion feemed plaufible, and fuch is the pofli- 
bility of making a lading impreflion by reite- 
ration, it has continued to be a fufpicion with 
fome people even to this day. But no fufpi- 
cion, or opinion, could be more totally un- 
founded. It is only in juftice to the memory 
and character of this noble Lord that the cir- 

cumftance 
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^ cumftance is mentioned, in order to undeceive 
thofe who have been mifled. Lord Templft 
always difavowed any influence of his. brother 
over him ; and Mr. Grenville himfelf repeat- 
edly defired that he might not be named to 
the King. 

In the trad intitled " The Principles of the 
Changes in 1765/' wfltten under Lord Tem- 
plets own eye, and the greateft part of it 
dictated by him, this matter is fully ex- 
plained. 

** We may (fays the writer) without being 
in Lord Temple's counfels, or pretending to 
unravel myfteries, fafely fay, he did not want 
inducements to accept of the great poft, that 
prefented itfelf as a fupplicant at his gate; a 
poft that has often been fought, but feldbm, 
perhaps never, refufed, and to him added 
gracious importunity to the powerful argu- 
ments of intereft. One capable of fuch re- 
fufal cannot be fuppofed to be wholly defti- 
tute of that laudable ambition natural to great 
minds, which prompts as well as enables them 
to Hiine in elevated ftations. Laying afide 

the 
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the tie$ of allegiance, in a trial it is feldom 
p\it to; it were ftrange, if any fubjeft could 
be deaf to the voice, or indifferent to the 
wiflies of the people of England, in a diftinc- ' 
tion fo peculiarly honourable to himfelf. Not 
only the noble pailions, but refentments of a 
lower kind, natural to humanity, if thefe 
were worthy of a place in fuch a confidera- 
tion, might have moved him not to decline a 
triumph over injuries. In fhort, duty to his 
King, his country, as well as to himfelf, and 
his friends, had all their feveral claims for his 
acceptance. To weigh down all this, the 
writer (of a letter in the newfpapers) hat 
found one motive, which he puts in the op* 
pofite fcale; but one that, upon cool reflec- 
tion, muft appear to have been the leaft ca- 
pable of having any influence at all : and that 
is. Lord Temple's defire (as he calls it) to favc 
his brother^ Mr. Grenville^ in confequence of 
their reconciliation. The chance of that was 
worth no price at all: and the difference of 
the elder brother, without iflTue filling the of- 
fice of the younger with^ could be an objeft, 
it fhould feem, of fmall confideration between 

ihemfelves. It is not really fo hard to find 

out 
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out the true reafon of Lord Temple's refufal, 
as it is to aflign any other that bear the teft of 
reafon. What could it be, but an apprehen- 
fion of the impoffibility to do his King and 
country that fervice, which an honeft man 
would wiih to do in the flation he declined ? 
Hisapprehenfions were groundl^fs. It is true, 
that Lord Bute denies that he has intermeddled 
fince he quitted oflSce. But why does he 
deny it I In defence againft the charge of the 
late minifters, of breach of folemn engage- 
ments, he came under to them, even to re- 
move from the King's prefence, which en- 
gagements he cannot difpute.. The denial has 
gained more credit to the aflertion, than ever 
itfelf did : but it has not made the fad deemed 
in the leaft doubtful. Nobody, who knows 
any thing of late tranfadions, is ignorant that, 
even in public and national concerns, the late 
minifter (Mr. Grenville) was openly thwarted 
by Lord Bute's friends, whenever his partial 
affections gave them their tone: and no influ- 
ence whatever is to be feen but Lord Bute's, 
in the whole bufinefs of the late change. 
Who elfe could have fuggefled the propofition 

of Lord Nprthumberland for the head of the 

•- 

treafury ? 
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treafury ? and that firft modeft propofitiOn i% 
a majler^ey to all that followed. Stronger 
evidence cannot be required of the continued 
afcendant of Lord Bute, and that his aim was 
Hill to maintain an abfolute domidiidn over this 
country, by being maLfler of any miniftry, to 
decide their fate, not according to their con*- 
dudt towards the nation, but according to 
their fubmiflion to him. This muft i*efolve 
ail government into the mere arbitrary will 
and pleafure of the Favourite, and make the 
beft adminiflration that could bd formed un* 
ftable as waten Who does nOt feel that this 
inftability has already made us the fcorn of 
all Europe? Nor can there be an end of if, 
or of its unhappy confequences, but by the 
annihilation of the influence of the Favourite. 
Th€ title^has been inaufpidous in all examples ; 
and thofe who now decline the fervice of theit 
country, may with great propriety make their 

defence in the words of Charles the Firft*s 
parliament, concerning the Duke of Buck*- 
ingham, when they faid to that unhappy 
Y^xn^Wc^proteJl to your Majefty^ and to the 
whole nxxtrldy that till this perfon b^ removed 
"Vol. II. E from 
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j^(?/» intermeddling in the affairs of Jlate^ wc 
are ^ut of hope of any: good fuccefu^ 

t r 

The Duke of Curaberlamfs BCgotiation . 
^ith Lord Temple haTing failed, his Royal 
Highnefs next applied ^ Lord I^yttdton. 
But by the advice cf Locd. Holland, who had 
many years enjoyed the eonfidenee of his 
Royal Highnefs, the' coff dhiGii ' refpe£ting 
-Lord Northumberland was relinquiflied. His 
Royal Highnefs offered Lord Lyttelton the - 
treafury. This change," in the cpmple^doa 
of the negotiation, was made too late. The 
original projeftor was difcovered. Lord 
Lyttelton anfwered, that he aided in perfeft 
coalefcence with Lord Temple. 

In confequence' of thefe refu;faT§, Lord 
Holland recommended to his Royal Highnefs^ 
to adviie his Majefty to continue his prefent 
fervants. On. the twenty-firft of May, his 
Royal Highnefs waited da the King at the 
^^eeh's houfe, and having ftaied the anfwer? 
)^ had received from Lord Temple, Mr. 
'Vitt, and Lord Lyttelton, concluded with 

advifing 
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advifing his Majefty to continue His pre&nt 
minifters. * .1. 

This advice was injudicious and imprudejat* 
Lord Holland and Lord Bute liiuft equally 
fuppofe, that the minifters were^ filled with 
indignation and refentment, by thisi fecond 
attempt to d^fmifs them, and that one of them 
at leaft (Mr. Grenville) had adopted . Lord 
Temple's hoftility to Lord Bute. 

The King followed the advice he had re- 
ceived from the Duke of Cumberland. He 
informed the fubfifting minifters they were to 
continue in their offices. They inftantly de-^ 
manded the difmiffions of Lord Northum- 
berland from the lieutenancy of. Ireland, of 
Lord Holland from the Pay-office, ihd of 
Mr. Mackenzie, Lord Bute's brother, from 
the Privy-feal of Scotland : and the Duke of 
Bedford made ufe of a language in the clofett 
th^t was, if poffible, morfe provoking than 
thefe demands. J There was no alternative. 
Lord Bute was obliged to yield. But it was 
only for a Ihort time. The King himfelf 
came forward in the next negotiatioi^. Hi^ 

E % Majefty 
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Majefty fenit for Mr. Pitt ; who waited on tli« 
King at the Queen's houfe, orf the twentieth 
day of June 1 765. Mr. Pitt defired to have 
the concurrence of Lord Temple, who was 
ne^t fent for. On the twenty-fifth they 
waited, on his Majefty together. The King 
propofed to put his government into their 
hands, upon the following conditions: The 
reftoration of Mr. Mackenzie, the appoint- 
ment of Lord, Northumberland to the office (rf 
Lord Chamberlain, and all the King's friends 
to continue in their prefent places. This laft 
condition was fo undefined and unlimited, it 
was impoffible to afcertain who it included, or 
who it excepted. Therefore, Lord Temple 
gave to the whole a decided negative; in 
which Mr. Pitt acquiefced. 

Recourfe was then had a fecond time to the 
Duke of Cumberland ; who refolved to try 
thofe who had never yet been tried. Thefe 
were that part of the late minority who had 
fcparated from Lox4 Temple. 

It is not neceflary in this place, to give thc: 
hiftory of that negotiation. His Royal High- 

nefs 



THE LATE EARL TEMPLE. 53 

« 

ncf^ fucceeded fa recommending an admini- 
ftration, which was calted the Rockingham ad- 
miniftration, from the noble Marquis of that 
name being placed at the head of the trea- 
fury. Btit if they had not accepted of the 
offers of the court, the abfolute and entire 
expulfion of Lord Bute muft have been ef- 
feded. The new minifters faid they did not 
feel, nor could they difcover, any fymptoms 
of his influence. And they condemned Lord 
Temple's repeated refiifals of the offers made 
to him by the Duke of Cumberland, and by 
the King himfelf, in a great number of pubt^ 
Ucations, written by their friends. At length 
Lord Temple dictated, or nearly fo, but did . 
i;iot write aji^y of it* himfelf, a pamphlet in 
vindication of his c.ondu<3:, called " The 
Principles of the late Changes impartially ex-» 
Ji^minedj*^ in which' a retrofpefl: was taken 
from the negotiation with Mn Pitt, in Au* 
gtfft 1763. To thofe who defire accurate in^ 
formation of this period, there are fome parts 
of it interefting. The reader will find fome 
extrafts from it, in the Appendix, marked K. 

E3 The 
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^ The new minifters did nol protedl them- ' 
felves againft the manoeuvres of the court, fo 
completely as they might have done. By an 
omiffion they committed a great fault. This 
omiflion was, not diflblving the parliament 
when they came in. Ample experience had 
ihewn them the power of the court in parlia*. 
ment. And though, by accepting of places, 
they had anfwered the purpofe of the Fa- 
vourite, in the hour of his diftrefs, yet they 
could not be ignorant of the want of cordi- 
jility in the court;, a want, which made ithe 
necefEty greater, of either diminifhing the 
ftrength of the court, or increafing their own. 
"Lord Shelburne committed the fame fault in 
July 1782. Parliament ought to have been 
diflblved on both occafions. 

. On the great meafure of the repeal of the 
American ftamp a£t, which was the firft 
parliamentary meafure of the new minifters^ 
Lqrd Temple adopted' his brother Mr. G. 
Grenville's opinion. He thought that repeal 
was nothing fhort of an abfolute furrender of 
the authority of Great Britain over the co«- 

lonies. 
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lonies. This opinion, coinciding with that of 
the court. Lord Bute thought made a favour- 
able opportunity for opening a frefh negotia- 
tion with Lord Temple, to form another ad- 
miniftrarion. He firft applied to Mr. W. G. 
Hamilton, who at that time ftood fo high in 
his Lord(hip*s eftimation, that Lord Temple 
had refolved to make him his Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, if ever he accepted of the 
treafury ; but Mr. Hamilton gave very little 
tincouragement to th^ propofition. This 
check di'd not abate Lord Bute's ardoun He 
next confulted Lord EgKntoun, who wias 
one of Lord Tempk's friends, and one of 
Mr. Grenvilk*s alfo. Lord Eglintovm fiig- 
gelieti an interview of the parties, which 
Lord But^ approved of. Lord Eglintoua 
propofed, that the' parties flibuld be Lord 
Bute, the Duke of Bedford, Lord Temple, 
and Mr. Grenville. Lord* Bute objeiSied to 
the Duke of Bedford. But Lord Eglintoun 
thought the fureft way to gain Lord Temple 
wa^ firft to gain Mr. Grenville, which he was 
certain could not be accompKfhed without the 
concurrence of the Duke of Bedford. Upon 

* • 

this explanation Lord Bute aflentedj and 

E4 Lord 
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I 

Lord Eglintpun engaged to bring the parties 
togethjer. Mr. Cadogan being fuppofed to 
have more influence ^yith Mn Grenville at 
this time than Lord Eglintoun, that gentler 
man wa§ requefted to ftate the matter to Mr, 
Grenville; which he did, and Mr. Grenville 
requefted Lord Suffolk to acqijaint the Duke 
of Bedford. Lord Eglintoun undertook the 
ipanagpment of Lprd Terpple. But before 
Xord Eglintoun had an opportunity of con- 
verfing wijth hi$ Lordfhip op the fubjedlj Mr. 
Qrenville had informed his brother pf Lord 
Bute's intention, and alked him his opinion 
upon it. Lord Ternplie, in the mpft ftrong 
and ppfitive t.erms, difclaimed for himfelf 
every . poflTible kipd of connexion with Ijor4 
Bute, immpdiajte, remote, and, eventual j 
but that he, l}iis brother, might do as he 
plea.fejj. This was in the month of January 
176(5. And when Lord Eglintoun fplicited 
his Lordfhip to meet Lord Bute, at Lord Eg- 
lintoun's houfe, -Lord Temple replied tfc^t he 
would not; but Lord Eglintoun prefling his 
requeft very earneftly, Lord Temple repeated 
his refufal in terms pf warmth and indigna- 
ji9n. Before Lord Eglintoun |iad opportunity 

?3 ^° 
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to inform Lord Bute oF Lord Templets refu«» 
fal, the Duke of Bedford, Lord Bute, and Mr* 
GrenviHe, came to his houfe, according to 
appointment. The conference was very fhort. 
Mn Grenville faid afterwards in the Houfe of 
Commons, that their coiiverfaiion was con- 
fined to one fubje(St, which was the repeal of 
the American ftamp aft, and that thpy all 
agreed it was a mgafujre fatal to jhe authority 
of Great Britain, , 

» 
Whatever wa« the kind of change of ad- 

i]iiniitr^ion which Lord Bute had in contem- 

j[>lation at this time, Lor4 Temple's refufal to 

ijee him, or to hold any communication with 

^im, • effe£hially prevented the defign being 

attempted; for though it fliould feem th«c 

the Duke of Bedford and Mr. GrenviHe had 

no objeftion, yigt as the party he moft wanted 

was npt prefect, he niade no propofal to 

thenj. • 

Lord Bute was now fully convinced, that 
in any future negotiation with Lord Temple 
pr Mr. Pitt, l>e muft be perfedly concealed,. 

When 
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When th€ repeal of the American ftamp aft 
was accomplifhed, the inrriiftry made over- 
tutes to Mr., Pitt to join them, not fimpljr in 
gratitude, becaufe he had afiifted them in that 
repeal, arid without which affiftance they 
ctiuld not have carried if ; but becaufe they 
were confcious of their own weaknefs, and 
wainted the infignia of potency, which they 
fok and faw he poflefled. They offered him 
any fituation he would condefcend' to accept* 
Thefe overtures alarmed Lord Bute exceed- 
ingly. He was perfedtly fenfible that Mr. 
Pitt would not accept without Lord Temple. 
By the affiftance of a Great Lady at Carlton- 
houfe, he contrived ' to amufe Lord Temple, 
during the months of March and April 1 766, 

• - • 

with the daily expeSation of a carte blanche. 
Lord Temple was for fevetaF wee!fcs th€ dupe 
ef this device; and notwithftanding Lord- 
Bute's viiits' at Carlton-houfe were notorious, 
yet this matter was fo unrefervedly declared" 
to be totally independent of him, that had 
not, by accident, the " cloven foot,'* as Lord 
Temple called it, appeared unexpeftedly, the 
deception might have been artfully continued 

fome 
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(bme time longer ; until perhaps fome m^^A* 
lure, or arrangement, might have been pro- 
duced by it. 

In the prefent difpofition of mankind, and 
ftanding fo near the time ^ we do, when un- 
juft prejudices are not yet allayed, and the 
effeds of falfehoods are not yet obliterated^ 
a writer reluftantly offers, his obfervation, 
that Lord Bute muft have eftimated the acqui- 
fition of Lord Temple of the utmoft conle- 
quence to himfelf, or to the country. If he 
had any of that affedtion for the King, which 
the King's attachment to him had fo eminent- 
ly deferved, he ought, and he would, if he 
had been fmcere, to have yielded to the.hapi^ 
pinefs of his mafter, and the interefts of the 
nation; and to have abandoned every thought 
of perfonal confideratiom But while he re- 
mained obftinately attached to the continua- 
tion of his fecret influence. Lord Temple, who 
was always furnifhed with corredJ: inform- 
ation of certain fecret vifits and meetings, 
received with fufpicion, and examined with 
jealoufy every propofition that came from the 
court. To this fedulous attention, he owed 

the 
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the peculiar honour of being the only Englifh 
nobleman, who had not been feduced and de- 
ceived hy the intrigues of Lord Bute* 

During the reccfs of parliament, a letter 
written by Mr. Wilkes to Lord Temple, con- 
taining a gay account of a duel between Lord 
Talbot and Mr. Wilkes at Bagftiot, had been 
publiftied. A little time after parliament met, 
Lord Talbot, in a manner that was extremely 
abrupt, and in terms which were extremely 
rude, accufed Lord Temple of handing this 
letter to the prefs. A duel was very near 
being the confequence. The feconds pre- 
vented it. Lord Talbot was mlftaken in hij* 
fufpicion. The letter was fent to the prefs by 
Mr. Wilkes, unknown to Lord Temple. 

• • • 

V. 

Notwithftanding the many difappointments 
Lord Bute met with in his negotiations with 
Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, he was refolved 
to perfevere, until he had gained them, or 
one of them at leaft. Accordingly, a few 
weeks after the clofe of the feffion of parlia- 
ment, the King ordered Lord Northington, 
who was at that time Lord Chancellor, to. fend 

for 
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ioT Mr. Pitt. That gentleman waited upoil 
his Majefty on the 12th day of July, at 
Riclimond : the King told him he put him- 
felf entirely into his bands*]' ilifid that he 
was to form fuch an adminiftration as he 
thought proper, together with Lord Temple,' 
who he defired might be immediately feint 
for. 

■ 

The particulars of this negotiation having 
been fully and accurately ftated in the " Anec- 
dotes of the Life of Lord Chatham, Chapter 
xxxi.** it is not neceflary to repeat them here; 
and therefore it is only proper to obferve, 
that after Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple had 
difagreed, the ftate of parties became exaftly 
what Lord Bute wiihed. 

.The miniftry who were difmifled to make 
• room for the adminiftration which had been 
formed by Mr. Pitt, who was now created 
£arl of Chatham, were attached to no fet of 
men, they ftood alone. Lord Temple, the 
Duke of Bedford, Mr. Grenville, and their 
friends, were precifely in the fame fituation* 

Thefe 
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Thcfe two parties could not unite, for they 
lield oppbfite opinions on the moft important 
meafures, and had fo frequently and fo pub- 
licly avoWed thofe opinions they could not 
recede. Lord Chatham's new miniftry was 
a motley group ; it was cotnpofed of fugitives 
jfrom all parties. Lord Bute's friends, or the 
King's friends as they were more honourably 
ftyled, continued in their feveral places. Thus 
€very party was in fo detached a fituation, 
nothing formidable could be raifed againft 
liim ; and he could always lend his friends 
to the fupport of whatever party he chpfe to 
favour. \ 

■ - > 

i 

Lord Chatham thought, from the high au-* 
thority that commenced the negotiation with 
him, that Lord Bute had no concern in it : 
hput he found himfelf deceived. In the Houfe 
of Lords on the 2d of March 1 770, he publicly 
confefTed that he had been duped, that there 
' was fomething behind the throne greater than 
the King hipifelf. He could' not pay to Lord 
Temple's virtue and jpenetratidn a greater 
compliment. 
. . At 
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• At length thefe two ^eat men were recon- 
ciled ; but not until after Lord Chatham had 
quitted the court* Lord Bute enjoyed his 
triumph in having gained one-half of the 
meafure he .had been fo long ; contending 
for. The reconciliation gave him no con- 
cern : his fyftem at that time was too firmly 
eftablifhed to be fliaken by any party what- 
ever. 

Lord Temple continued in oppofition to 
the meafures of the court, which he confidered 
to be thofe of Lord Bute, or his delegates ; 
particularly the proceedings concerning the 
Middlefex election, and the war with Ame- 
rica. His fentiments on both thofe fubjedtg 
may be feen in the parliamentary debates. 
When Mr. Grenville died in the year 1770, 
and that gentleman's friends went over to the 
court, the poft of Lord Privy Seal was offered 
to Lord Temple, which he rejected with in- 
dignation. In the year 1775 it was again 
lignified to his Lordfliip that he might have 
it if he thought proper. But he always faid> 
he never would wear Lord Bute^s livery. His 
Lordihip died in the year 1 779. 

[Some 
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[Some particulars in this article have fo dod 
an aflSnity with the anecdotes of Lord 

Chatham's life, that the Editor has in one 
or two places been under the neceflity of 
repeating the fadt in order to conneft 
the matter.] 
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CiHAFTER XVIII. 

THE LATE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
GEORGE GRENVILLE, 

Connexion with the Iqfi Chapter. Negotiation 

for Peace. Sir Charles Xnowles^s Plan for 

taking the Savannah; prefented to Mri 

Grenville^ to Lord Temple^ to Mr. Pitty to 

Lord Anfon^ to the Duke of Cumberland. 

Fortunate Efcape of Admiral Pococke. Mr. 

Crenville differs with Lord Bute on demand^ 

ing an Equivalent for the Havannab. Mr. 

. Grenville removed to the Admiralty ^ and Lord 

Halifax made Secretary. Mr. Grenville com^ 

plimented with a Tellerjhip of the Exchequer 

for his Son. Correjpdndence of the Nego^^ 

tiation for Peace fuppofed to be loft. Mi'^ 

nifters took their Papers away when removed. 

Mr. Grenville appointed Firft Lord of the 

'Treafury. Lawyers not Politicians. Per^ 

fecutioH of Mr. Wilkes. Lord Bute's Letter 

to the King. Americati Affairs. PryeB 

of new^modtUing all the American Coverh^ 

VoLt IL F mnts. 
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ments. Tbe Outlines of the Dejign. Trtte 
Caufe of the Stamp A£l. Mr. Grenville not 
the Author of that A£I. Impolicy of it. 
Mr. Mauduit*s Account if a Conference with 
Mr. GreHville. Remarks on that Paper. 
Governor 'Bernard's Letter. Trade and Con-- 
ne Elton with America explained. Mr. Gren- 
ville deceived ; removed. Stamp AS re- 
pealed. The Plan of fubjugating America 
- Continued. Mbntcalnis Letters. Mr.Gren^ 
^ ville faves the Public Credit of all Europe. 
The Kings EJleemfor Mr. Grenville exprejfed 
* npon two Occafons. 

. A H I S Chapter follows the preceding with 
iiich particular propriety, that it may almoft 
be called a part of it; and to be feparated 
from it only for the fake of diftindkion and 
perfpicuity. But it is not the Editor's in- 
tention to enter into the memoirs of this gen- ^ 
lleman ; b^ut only to ftate fome particulars of 
bi^ conduA, during the prefent King's reign, 
^which h^jLve c^iAer efcaped the notice of other 
^wi^iters, or have been much mifreprefented by 
thepi.- 

He 
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. . lie was appointed Treifurer of the Navy 
lui the late King's reign, but notwithftanding 
ills family refigned their places in the month 
of Odbbef 1761, he continued in the fame 
office until May 1762 ; when he was made 
Secretary of State in the room of the' Earl of 
Bute, who went to the Treasury. In this 
dtuation he was neceflarily a member of the 
cabinet at the commencement of the nego- 
tiation for peace ; which foon after followed 
in the fame year. In the progrefs of this 
negotiation, a circumftance occurred which 
induced him to quit the cabinet and his 
office. An accommodation however was 
made for him with the Earl of Halifax, who 
was Firft Lord of the Admiralty, for an ex- 
change of places : Mr. Grenville went to the 
Admiralty, and Lord Halifax became Secre- 
tary of State. 

This circumftance was the capture of the 
Havantlah; an acquifition that was totally 
unexpeded. As there are fome curious and 
interefting particulars, concerning this con- 
<q^ueft, which have not been laid before the 
public, it may not be improper to infert them 

F 2 The 
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The merit of the plan of this cbnqUeft 
belongs to the late Admiral Sir Charles 
Knowles ; who, in his return from Jamaica 
in the year 1756, prevailed on the captsdn 
of the man of war, in which he was coming 
home paffenger, to put in at the Havan- 
nah. Admiral Knowles's ftimulation at that 
moment was no more than curiofity, to obtain 
a view of this celebrated place* Being a time 
of peace with Spain, he was permitted to go 
through all the fortifications^ and through all 
parts of the town and environs, ■ A few 
weeks previous to Mr% Pitt's refignation^ 
which was in the early part of the month of 
O(9:ober 1761, wheii a war with Spain was 
fuppofed to be more than probable^ Sir Charles ' 
made a corre£t copy of all his plans and 
papers, taken and written upon the fpot, re« 
lative to the Havannah, and recommended in 
a very ftrong memorial an immediate attack 
upon that place, in cafe of a war. Thefe plans 
and papers he put into the hands of Mr. 
Gtenville, accompanied with a requeft to re- 
commend them to Mr. Pitt. But Mr. Gren* 
ville, in order to give the project the beft fup- 
port he could, begged leave to refer it to Lord 
Temple, his Lordihip being more in the con- 

fidcnce 
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fidence of Mr, Pitt than any other pcrfon* 
Lord Temple highly approved of the pro- 
pofal, and gave to it his warmeft recom- 
fliendation to Mr. Pitt. A war with Spain 
was not at this moment quite certain; yet very 
nearly fo : but Mr. Pitt fo eagerly embraced 
the whole plan, that in cafe the war with 
Spain had commenced during his continuance 
in power, his fixed determination was, to 
have ordered the fleet and army he had fent 
againft Martinico, as foon as they had reduced 
that ifland, to go immediately againft the 
Havaniiah ; and to have fen^ to then^ timely 
ireinforcements fuflScient to ei^fure the fucgefst 
And in order to have every neceflfary prepa- 
ration ready for the undertaking, hp fent the 
papers to I^ord Anfon, at that time Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty, ^ut the expulfion qf Lord 
. Temple and Mr. Pitt from the State following 
almoft immediately after thefe coiifultations, 
the plan and th? deiiga l^y do^rmant; until 
Sir Charles Knowles fome time after the war 
againft Spain had been declared, fent anotha: 
copy of the whole of his papers to the Duke 
of Cumberland: thus the matter revived. 
Not^ithftanding the entire approbation, and 

F 3 the 
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the refpedlability of thofe great perfons wHa 
had recommended this plan yet Lord Anfoa 
declared it to be in many parts injudiciousi 
and improper : he therefore framed another ; 
or at lead new-modelled the firft. But the 
delay and unwillingnefs manifeft in executing 
every part of the plan, were very nearly prov- 
ing fatal to the expedition. Mr. Pitt*s idea 
of fending the force from Martinico waS; 
:sfolopted; but with a moft malicious view* 
The reinforcements fent from England, confift- 
ing of only four fhips of the line and four regi-« 
inents, did not fail from Portfmouth until the 
month of March 1762 ; though they might 
^md ought to have failed fix weeks fooner; 
and confequently would have iarpved before 
the fickly feafon, by which they fuffered 
dreadfully, and would have found the Spa- 
niards almoft unprepared. But what is inoft 

. • ■ » 

extraordinary, and wholly inexplicable, is, that 
when they arrived at Martinico, they were 
ordered, in cafe that ifland was not fubdued, 
ift' abandon the attempt, and to take away the 
whole of the Britifh force there, and proceed 
to the Havannah. 'But it fortunately hap- 
pened, that General Monckton had completed 

the 
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die conqueft of Maitinico before Lord Albei 
marie arrived ; and thereby the hopes of 
thofe who would have rejoiced in a mifcar«« 
riage at Martinico were difappointed. There 
was another circumftance not lefs fortunate : 
when Admiral Pococke faildd from England 
with the four fhips and the four regiments^ 
the French had a fleet of twelve fail of the 
line lying at Cape Fr^n<jois,' imder the com* 
matid of M. Bfenac. li the French officer 
tad been vigihnt, he might have intercepted 
Admiral Pococke and captured him ; ^nd why 
he did not, w^S the furprife of every, body in 
France and England -at that time; '^ 

-'■■ Wh6n the inlelBg^nce 6f the conqueft of 
the Havannah arrived in ]LiOndoh, which -was 
in the month of October 1762^ the: negotia:^ 
tiohs ' fot peace fcretween Frsince, Spain, '■ and 
England were far advanced; and many,, if 
not all the principal conditions weire agreed 
upon : but a very extraordinary negligence, 
or fomething worfe, appeared in thefe negoi- 
tiations ; for though all the powers kne# of 
the expedition gone againft the Havannahi, 
yet no memioft waa made of it in the nego. 

F 4 tiatioT*/ 
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tiation. It feems to have been underftood^ 
confidentially no doubt, that whatever might 
be the event of the expedition, it fhould make 
no change in the conditions of peace; it 
was to be reftored, if taken. It is only in 
this manner that the condud of Lord Bute 
on this point can be explained. Fortunately 
the preliminaries were not iigned when the 
news came* In the firft council after the 
receipt of the intelligence, Mr, Grenville im- 
mediately propofed that the Havannah fliould 
t^ included in the uti pojftdetis. Lord Bute 
infifted that the negotiation was too far ad- 
vanced to admit of ady alteration} that 
though the event was in our favour, yet he 
very much dreaded that our making any frefh 
demand on this account would prevent the 
peace taking place for fome tirne^^ Mr* Gren^ 
ville faid he did not objeA to reftoring 
the Havannah to Spain; all he contended 
was, that Spain or France, or both, ihould 
make a compeniation for it: either Porto 
Rico and St. LuciC) or Florida and the entire 
prlj^erty df Jucatan, fhould be demanded for 
it* Lord Bute Kiufed to confent to either 
of tbefepropoiitions being made: upon which 

Mr. 
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Mr.CrenvUle declared his refolution of quit«^ 
ting the cabinet ; and^ upon an accommo* 
dation being made with Lord Halifax, he 
went to the Admiralty ; which removed him 
from all farther concern with the negotiation* 
However, Lord Bute, in a very little tkne, 
either changed his fentiments, or began to be 
afraid of the confequeoces, as he thought proper 
to make the demand of Florida only; which 
was readily granted. But if the interefts of Great 
Britain had been coniidered, Porto Rico and 
Jucatan were infinitely preferable ; and if any 
eftimation is to be put on the facility of g^n« 
ing Florida, it will not be doiibtedthat Porto 
Rico, Jucatan, and St. Lucie might alfo have 
been obtained if they had been firmly infifted 
upon. Sp^tin would have bpught the Havan- 
nah at any price ; and perhaps flie gave more 
for it thfin thQ world is yet acqu^nted with* 

. Mr. Grenville's accqmmodation on this 
point did not pafs without its reward. He 
was complimented with the reverfion of the firft 
vacant tellerfhip of the Exchequer, for his dideft 
fbn } who fucceeded to it in the month of April 
'763 J upon the death of Lord Waldegrave. 

There 
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- .: .There were feveral other parts of the treaty* 
©f peace with France and Spain not lefs in^ 
terefting to the public ;' and ha<i the corre-* 
^ndence relative to the negotiation been laid 
blffore parliament, which it ought to hiave- 
b§en^ a clue to certoin tranfa^ion«-4tnight have 
been found, that wQuld have led to fome difv 
COveries which toight -'feave aftbnifhed the 
Britifh nation, and perhaps 2(11 Europe* But 
probably this correfpondence is not now in 
cxiftence ; or if it fhould be found, it is pro- 
bable that it will be in fome private fcrutoire j. 
for at this time the cabinet minifters con-> 
fidered all their official correfpondence as their 
private papers, arid their own property; and 
when they or any of them quitted their 
fituations, they took from the offices all 
filch original papers and letters as had come 
there during their adminiftration. This prac- 
tice might be prudent, in the apprehenfion of 
confequences, but it was unjuft to the govern-^ 
ment, and to the country. 

"VHien Lord Bute refigned the place of Firft 
tord of the Treafury, which has been ex- 
plained in the preceding Chapter, Mr. Gren- 

ville 
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ville was appointed his fticceflbr oa the i6^ 
of April 1 763 ; the ficwrtuitoue circumftaacSci 
of the times placed him in this fituation; 
which, though he filled with integrity and 
linblemiflied honour, as a gentleman, he 
wanted that fpecies of genius which is moft 
ufeful to a minifter — ^a comprehehfive mind. 
He had been bred to the law; and had he 
been permitted to continue in that line, there 
is no vain opinion hazarded in offering a' pro- 
bable conje(3:ure, that* he would hav6 com- 
niitted to pofterity a more honourable <:ha- 
rafter than eithet Lord Hardwicke or Lord 
Mansfield. But Lord Cobham thought other- 
wife, and made him a ftatefman : when hia 
Lordfhip joined thePelhams in the year 1744, 
Mr. Grenville was made a Lord of the Ad- 
miralty ; therefore he could no longer appear 
^t the bar. But there is fomething in the 
habit or practice of the gentlemen of the law, 
which feems to confine the mind to diftind: 
jpoints ; whether it is from the cafes of indi- 
viduals claiming their daily attention, pr the 
peculiar contradtion of their ftu^ies, certain 
\t is, that fcarcely one lawyer in an age can 
be called a politician, though fo many affume 

the 
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the name. They are too apt to limit thciir 
principles and ideas to the focus of an adl of 
parfiament. In the great debate on the repeal 
of the American ftamp aft, Mr. Grenville 
maintained the narrow ground of a legiflativc 
authority: Lord Chatham took the broad 
ground of cpoftitutionial right. 

Even Mr. Knox, who had obligations to 
Mr. Grenville, and was confequently partial 
to him, fpeaks very coWly of his general 
knowledge. His wprds^^ arc thefe : — ^^ He 
(Mr. Grenyille) was not well acqusunted with ' 
the internal ftate of Ireland; and he knew 
ftill lefs of the circumftances of the American 
colonies." Thi^ is not very like the language 

of a friend, wh?^tever it may be of c^dour^ 

* 

m 

The principal features of Mr. Grenville's 
adminiftration are the .perfecutipn of Mr* 
Wilkes, and the oppreffion of North America: 
neither of which can, perhaps, be ftriSly 
called his own* But it was not until after his 
death that it was authentically known thefe 
meafures . had not originated with himf^lfi 

that they had been fuggeftedto him by others 

-by 
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—by the confidents of Garlton-houfe, and 
the confidents of Lord Bute. So true it is, 
that minifters have often been feduced into 
paths, without feeing the hand that led them« 
He had too much of referve in his temper, 
and of what the French call hauteur in his 
manner, to open himfelf freely even to his 
friends; fo that he became his own enemy 
as to his real difpofition, and wholly fo in 
bearing the odium of thefe meafures« 

In the pcrfecution of Mr. Wilkes he was 
probably fincere. That gentleman had treated 
him with fome feverity, on account of his 
having attached himfelf firft to Lord Bute, 
and afterwards to the Duke of Bedford; and 
thereby having totally feparated himfelf from' 
his family. They felt the lofs of him; and 
therefore could not ftomach what they na- 
turally called a defertion of them. In fami- 
lies, thefe divifions, though not of a private 
nature, are too frequently fpoken of in terms 
of acrimony* The friends of the parties are 
too prone tq adopt the language of the prin- 
cipals; which, in the courfe of circulation, 
fooa reaches the ears of minifters, who nevet 

forget 
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forget, the divide et mpera^ iior to praCtifef 
improve, and apply the cafe of the moment 
to the exifting chrcumftances of the period* 
It is a matter extremely to be regretted, that 
political perfecutions in England have feldom 
had their true foundation in the pretended 
crime affigned* They have originated in fome 
perfonality, or oppofition to fome line of po- 
litics purfued by the Minifter. The perfecu-* 
tion of the North Briton was generally fiip- 
pofed to have been occafioned by the Jiftb 
number of that paper, which was publiflied 
many months before Mr. Grenville became 
Miniften 

In the firft overtures of the negotiation^ 
•which Lord Bute opened with Mr. Pitt, in 
the month of Auguft 1 763, he fhewed a par- 
tiality for Mr. Grenville. His firft propofir 
tion was to. continue him at the head of the 
treafury: but Mn Pitt would not confent to 
it* Lord Bute finding that hi&plan of a coa-^ 
lition was impradlicablei had recourfe to ^the 
expedient of: introducing .Mr. Pitt tor the 
King, who propofed Lord^ Northumberland 
for the treafury J to whiclf Mr* Pitt ^Ifo rci- 

fufed 
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iufed his aiflent. The- negotiation broke oflf^ 
and Mr. Grenviile was entreated by the King 
to continue in his fituation. The minifters 
were exceedingly offended with Lord Bute 
for his attempt to difplace them. The noto- 
riety of the fadl revived and confirmed the 
general fufpicion of Lord Bute's fecret influ- 
ence. Upon this occafion it was that Lord 
Bute wrote a letter to the King, foliciting his 
Majefty's permiffion to withdraw himfelf from, 
all public and private counfels. One of Lord 
Bute's friends, who feems to have been vv^ell- 
informed, has given the following account of 
this letter : 

, .He wrote a letter to his gracious Sove-' 
reign, " humbly jftating the refolution which, 
for the King's fervice as well as for his own 
eafe, he had thought himfelf obliged to take: 
and then to remove all occafions of jealoufy, 
he retired to his houfe in Bedfordftiire fear 
jhe whole enfuing winter 1763-4. The letter 
gave Mr. Grenviile no claim to expedt of the 
MsLxt of Bute his retirement from the concerns 
pf ftate; no right to complain of breach 
of feith, if he fliould afterwards have 

10 ' ftepped 
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Hepped forward^i and been reeeived by the 
crown into the management of afiatrs, either 
open and avowed, or iecret and confidential) 
becaufe that letter had nothing in it of the 
nature of a compaft with Mr- Grenville or 
any other perfon. The letter was not written 
until after Mr. Grenville had agreed to ftay 
in the King*s fervice. There was a paflage 
in the letter which exprefsly mentioned Mr# 
Grenville*s determination to keep his employ- 
ment, as an event that had adually taken 
place. The letter, as I have faid, was decla* 
ratory of the Earl of Bute's wifh and intention 
to withdraw from the King's bufinefs, fbr 
reafons which concerned the quiet of his 
Majefty's government, as well as the repofe 
of the Earl of Bute himfelf." Interejiing 
Letters^ vol. ii. page 69. eitit. ij6j* 

There needs no^ ftronger proof of Lord 
Bute's fecret influence than this letter. He 
refolves upon a temporary abfence from the 
capital, to his own houfe, very little more 
than thirty miles diftant, with the filly hope 
of changing appearances. He renounces 
nothing: on the contrary, his advocate fays^ 

that 
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that it is no breach of faith, if he fliould ftep 
forward again in the management of afi^irs, 
either open and avowed, pr fecret and confi/- 

' • 

dential. The laft Chapter is the fulleft com- 
mentary on the text. 

•With regard to the affairs of America, Mr» 
Grenyille h^d no concern whatever in the firft 
caufes of the difquietudes there. They ori^ 

■ 

ginat^d in the projeiSs which were formed 
while Lord Bute Was in oflSce. It was oh- 
vious, from the fuccefles of the war, that the 
continent of Nonh America mull belong to 
Great Britain. A plan was recommended ^y 
a naval oflScer from Bofton, of new-njiodel- 
lin^ the governments of that country. This 
fcheme commenced, in idea, before the . con* 
clufion of tlie peace in 1763. The projed 
Was flattering to the Minifter, becaufe it gave 
him an immenfe increafe of patronage, and 
if any caufe can be afligned for his preferring 
Florida to Porto Rico, it miift be the further 
increafe of patronage, and making Florida 
into two governments. A junto of fyco- 
phants and confidents, who^ Lord Bute en^ 
couraged, and with whom he principally ad- 
Vol. IL G ' vifed. 
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vifcd, eagerly embraced this projeS of diftri- 
buting the American revenues amongft tiieir 
relations and dependents. 

When the peace was concluded, the Britifh 
irmy was not withdrawn. Several pretences 
were made for keeping it in America; fuch as 
an Indian war, and the neceffity of having 
^arrifons in the back fettlements. The i^^ 
meafure was a divifion of the country mtO 
military diftrifls, with a brigadier-general in 
each, all of them depending upon the com- 
mander in chief, who was totally independent 
■ • • 

of the civil power. 

This fcheme of new-modelling the govern- 
ments in America, in order to increafe the 
power and patronage of the crown, was the 
fole cauTe of the war, and the lofs of America. 
it is true, that occaiional circumftances were 
the immediate caufes of particular events 5 but 
it is always to be remembered, that thofe cir- 
cumftances, and every inftrudion fent to 
America, from the refignation of Mr. Pitt in 
the month of Odtober 1761, to the defeat of 
General Burgoyne in the month of Oftober 

5, ^I77f 
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t777f originated in the great defign of ren- 
dering America fubfervient to the piirpofes of 
theMiniften 

The prominent features of the grand pl^n 
were thefe; Firft, to raife a revenue in Ame- 
rica by adi of parliament, to be applied to 
fupport an army, to pay a Targe falary to the 
governor, another to the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, falaries to the judges of the law and 
admiralty: thus, the whole government, ex- 
ecutive and judicial, was to be rendered en- 
tirely independent of the people, and wholly 
dependent on the Minifter. Second, to make 
H new divifion of the colonies, to reduce the 
number of them by making the fmall ones 

/ more extentive, to make them all royal go- 
vernments, with an'ariftocracy in each. This 

. Order of ariftocrats was not intended to be 
hereditary, but fomething like the Lords of 
Seffion in Scotland, for life only. But in a 

« little time they would doubtlefs have become 
hereditary, like the nobility of France, whofe 
Origin is lifnilar. See the article in the Ap* 
pendix marked L. Amherft was the firft 
perfon who fuegefted the idea of an American 

G 2 peerage; 
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peerage; at one time He had thoughts df 
being created an American peer, with prece- 
dency of all others. 

In order to fupport this military fyftem, 
which was only the balls of the plan, it was 
neceflary to create a fund to eftablifh a reve- 
nue, which would foon have been followed 
by a fyftem of corruption. ^ This gave rife to 
the American ftamp ad. 

The American ftamp ad forms the other 
principal feature of Mr. Grenville's admini- 
ftration. The great zeal with which he de- 
fended this a£t, gave rife tq, a general opinion 
that the a£l was his own meafurej and it was 
not until near feven years after his death 
that the public were undeceived in this matter. 
On the fifteenth day of May in the year 
1777, Mr. Charles Jenkinfon, who had been 
private fecretary to Lord Bute, and is now 
Earl of Liverpool, faid in the Houfe of 
Commons, " That the meafure of the ftamp 
a€t was not Mr. Grenville's; if the adt was a 
good one, the merit of it was not due to 
Mr. Grenvillej if it was a bad one, the 

errors 
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errors or the ill policy of it did not belong to 
him." 



Whether the account of the fpeech is per- 
fectly correct, as to the exa£t words of it, 
may be uncertain: but it is unqueftionably 
true, that the fpeech afiured the Houfe; that 
Mr. Grenville was not the author of the 
ftamp adl. He adopted it, becaufe it was 
agreeable to his ideas of raifing a revenue in 
America. Thofe who flattered him with this 
unhappy notion, were refugees from America^ 
who were driven from thence for mifconduft, 
and vs^ho, in motives of refentment, offered 
their feveral plans for diftreffing America. 
Unfortunately this project of a ftamp a£t was 
adopted, without refleding that a greater 
revenue was obtaining from America by an 
increafing trade, and an increafing popula- 
tion, than was pradicable by any diredt mode 
of receiving it. Commerce gave it cofwioully, 
but circuitoufly; and though this abundantly 
increafed the wealth of both countries, and, 
as Lord Chatham faid, carried us triumphant- 
ly through the great feven years war, yet it 
was not intelligible to the country gentlemen, 

* G 3 nor 
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act tc fiattcxing to the friends of prerogativci 
jLS^ die patronage of an army of revenue officers* 

• 

Although Mr. Grenville fell into this fatal 

lyilcm^ yet he was not at firft particularly at^ 

tiched to the meafure of the (lamp a£b. His 

ajrvleat defirc was to gain a revenue from 

America. His wiflies went np further ; and 

a$ to the mode, he was then indifferent to it, 

whether it was by ftamps or any thing elfe, 

lathe month of March 1764, he propofed 

ia the Committee of Supply a number of re-* 

iblutions concerning America j one of which 

was this ftamp a<3:; the other refolutions all 

pafled, but this was put off till next year. 

At the end of the feffion, the American agents 

went to him in a body. Of the conference 

which took place between the Minifter and 

the agents, Mr., Ifrael Mauduit has given an 

account j but as the paper is in few hands, it 

will no^: be improper to print it here, 

" I fhall give a plain narration of fa£ts, 
which fell within my own knowledge, and 
which I think it a debt due from m? to 

• ■ 

^r. GrenviUe'p fliemory to relate, 

"In 
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" In the beginning of March 1764, a 
number of refolutions, relative to the planta- 
tion trade, were propofed by Mr. Grenville, 
^nd pafled in the Houfe of Commons. 

" The fifteenth of thefe was: * That, to- 

* wards the further defraying the faid ex- 

* pences, it may be proper to charge certain 
^ ftamp duties in the faid colonies and plant* 

* ations/ 

[The agent for Georgia, in his account of 
this conference with Mn Grenville, explain^ 
this refolution in thefe words : ^^ In the year 
1764, the colonies were made acquainted 
through their agents, that a revenue would 
be required from them, towards defraying the 
charge of tb: troops kept up among tbem.^^\ 

^^ The other refolutions were formed into 
the plantation a£t: but the fifteenth was put 
off till the next feffion: Mn Grenville de* 
daring, that he was willing to give time to 
the colonies to confider of it, and to make 
their option of raifing that, or fome other tax* 
The agents waited feparately on Mr. Grenville 

G 4 upon 
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tpon this matter, and wrote to their feveral 
colonies. At the end of the feffions we went 
to him, all of us together, to know if he ftill 
intended to bring in fuch a bill, ^e anfwered, 
he did; and then repeated to us in form, 
what I had btfore heard him fay in private, 
and in the Houfe of Commons: * That the 
late war had found us feventy millions, and 
left us more than one hundred and forty 
millions in debt. He knew that all men 
wifhed not, to be taxed: but that in thefe un- 
happy circumftances, it was his duty, as a 
fteward for the public, to make ufe of every 
juft means of improving the public revenue : 
that he never meant, however, to charge 
the colonies with any part of the intereft of 
the national debt. But, befides that public 
debt, the natron had incurred a great annual 
expence in the maintaining of the feveral 
new conquefts, which we had made during 
the war, and by which the colonies were fb 
much benefited. That the American civil 
and military eftablifhment, after the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, was only 70,000/. per 
ann. It was now increafed to 350,000/. 
This was a great additional expence incurred 

< upon 
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* Upon an American account: and he thought^ 

* therefore, that America ought to contribute 

* towards it. He did not expedl that the 

* colonies fliould raife the whole; but fome 

* part of it he thought they ought to raife, 

* And this damp duty was intended for that 

* purpofe. '^ 

* That he judged this method of raifing 
^ the money the eafieft and moft equitable; 

* that it was a tax which would fall only 

* upon property; would be colle&ed by the 

* feweft oflScers ; and would be equally fpread 

* over America and the Weft Indies ; fo that 

* all would bear their ihare of the public 

* burden/ 

** He then went on: M am not, however^ 

* fet upon this tax: if the Americans diflike 

* it, and prefer any other method of raifing 

* the money themfelves, I (hall be content. 

* Write therefore to your feveral colonies ; 

* and if they choofe any other mode, I fhall 

* be fatisfied, provided the money be but 

* raifed/ 

"Upon 
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** Upon reading over this narration with 
Mu Montagu, who, was then agent for Vir-» 
ginia, and prefent at this conference with 
Mn Grenvill^, I have his authority to fay, 
that he entirely affents to every particular. 

** All thefe particulars I had before^ 
heard from Mr. Grenville, in the Houfe of 
Commons, and at his own houfe; and had 
wrote to the Maflkchufet's a^ffemhlj accor4-, 
ingly, 

*^ The following ex:tra£ts contain their au- 
fwer on this head ; 

* SIR, Boftoti, June 14, L7iS4. 

* The Houfe of Reprefentatives have rfe- 

• ceived your feveral letters, ts^c. * * * 

# ' « ♦ # ^ 

* Th^ aftual laying the ftamp duty, you 

* fay, is deferred till next year, Mr. Grenville 

* being willing to give the provinces their 

♦ option to raife that, or fome equivar 

♦ lent tax ; dedrous, as he was pleafed 

* to exij^refs himfelf, " tp confult the eaftj 

* and 
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^ and quiet, and the good-will of the 
* colonies^'* 



* If the eafe, the quiet, and the ^ood-will 

* of the colonies are of any importance to 

* Great Britain, no meafures could be hit 

* upon, that have a more natural and direfl; 

* tendency to enervate thofe principles, than 
^ the refolutions you inclofed* 

* The kind offer of fufpending this damp 

* duty in the manner, and upon the condi-^ 

* tion you mention, amounts to no more than 

* this, that if the colonies will not tax them- 

* felyes, as they may be dire^ed, thci parlia^ 

* ment will tax them, 

* You are to remonftrate againft thefe mca- 

* fures, and, if poffible, to obtain a repeal of 

* the fugar a£t, and prevent the impofition of 

* any further duties or taxes on the colonies, 

* Meafures will be taken that you may be 

* joined by all the other agents/ 

^ One of thefe meafures was the printing 
this letter^ and fending it the other colony 

uSemhWea, 

«* After 
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*' After their own exprefs acknowledgment 
therefore, no one, I fuppofe, will doubt, but 
that they had the offer of raifing the money 
themfelves ; and that they refufed it. Which 
is all that I am concerned to prove. 

Israel Maubuit.'* 

V This paper is infidious. The infinuatioa 
is obvious J it is this, that America refufed to 
give any aid or afliftance to Great Britain: 
no infinuation could be more unjuft than it 
was. Becaufe the Americans refufed to tax 
themfelves in the year 1764, when they were 
deeply in debt, does it follow that they never 
would comply with any rcquifition from the 
mother country ? They often had done it. 
The point in difpute was, not whether 
the Americans would be taxed, but whether 
they fhould be taxed as the Britifh and Irifh 
are, by an aflembly chofen by themfelves; 
or by an aflembly in which they never had a 
finglereprefcntative. At the time the ftamjp a£t 
was pafled, America was in fuch a fituation 
as made the attempt to tax her, not lefs urijuji 
thati impolitic : the teftimony of Governor 
Bernard upon this fubje£t is decifive. The fol* 
lowing estradks are made from hb ninth lettef i 

•* Bofton, 
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" Bofton, Nov- 23, 1765. 

*' A little confideratiorx would, 

have made it at leaji doubtful^ whether an 
inland taxation of the Americans was prafti- 
cable or equitable at this time. If I had had 
the queftion put to me, I think I fhould have 
proved the negative in both particulars.^ It 
muft have been fuppofed, that fuch an inn(H 
vatlon as a parliamentary taxation would 
caufe a great alarm, and meet with much 
oppdfition in moft parts of America. It 
was quite netx) to the people^ and bad no 
vijible bounds Jet to it. The Americans de- 
clared they would not fubmit to it before the 
aft pafTed j and there was the greateft pro-^ 
bability that it would require the utmoft 
^ power of government to carry it into exe- 
cution Was this a time to in- 
troduce fo great a novelty as a parliamentary 
inland taxation into America ? Nor was the 
time lefs favourable to the equity of fiich 
a taxation. I don't mean to difpute the rea- 
fonablenefs of America contributing to the 
charges of Great Britain, when fhe is able ; 
nor^ I believe y would the Americans tbemf elves 
have dijputed it at a proper time and feafon. 

But 
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But it fhould be confidered that the American 
governments themfelves have, in the profe- 
cution of the latef war, contradled very large 
debts^ which it will take fome years to pay ofii 
and in the mean time occafion very burdenfome 
taxes for that purpofe only. For inftancCi 
this government, which is as much before- 
hand as any, raifes every year thirty-feven 
thoufand five hundred pounds fterling, for 
finking their debt, and muft continue .it for 
four years longer, at leaft, before it will be 

clear. It were much to be wiftied 

that America could be brought to the ftate it 
was in two years ago, when there was a ge- 
neral difpofition to fubmit to regulations and 
requifttions^ neceffary to the reformation of 
the governments, and afcertaining their re* 
lation to Qreat Britain. But that time \spq/l^ 
and not to be retrieved^^ 

Without entering into the wifdora, the po- 
licy, or the intereft of the American ftamp 
aft, which would now be nugatory, and la- 
bour loft ; it may not be unufeful, as hiftpry, 
to add, that Great Britain had confined all the 
American trade to herfclf j that the Americans 

had 
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had fubmitted to this limitation, becaufe it 
was for the general good of the empire. And 
here it would be uncandid not to admit their 
argument, in the way of balance, to the 
<:harge made againft them of refufing to be 
lax6d. They faid that they ought to be al- 
lowed as credit^ in the account of the national 
income and expences, the fum of moiley 
which they loft by being obliged to fell their 
commodities cheaper to Great Britain, than 
they could get for them at foreign markets ; 
this difference they averred was a tax upon 
America, for the good of the empire. They 
were obliged likewife to take commodities 
"from Great Britain, which they could purcfiafe 
cheaper elfewhere. This difference they indfted 
Was alfo a tax upon America for the good of the 
empire. And they further afferted, that three 
millions of Americans, (which at that time 
was the fuppofed number of them advanced 
to the ftate of maturity,) by being obliged to 
export to Great Britain only, and to import 
from Great Britain only ; and the quantities 
of Britifh manufa£tures which they cpnfumed, 
ultimately paid more taxes and duties thanr 
any three millions of perfons in Great Britain 

or 
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or Ireland ; an4 they appealed to the public 
accounts for the truth of this aiTertion. 

If the features of this very fhort ftatement 
are acknowledged to be. thofe of juftice and 
truth, it miift follow, that the impolicy of 
attempting to tax America, at this time, is 
eftablifhed : but here it is to be remembered 
that policy made no part of the confi deration* 
A great defign had been formed of altering 
the government of America, and this diflin^ 
meafure was only a gradus in the elevation. 
Mr. Granville was the. dupe of the defigners, 
without perceiving it. His idea was to gain 
a revenue from America, it went no further : 
\\A their idea was to make a new conquejl of 
America, which extended to every thing, and 
did not leave to the inhabitants any thing 
which they could call their own. If this 
plan had fucceeded, the Americans would 
have been as abfolute flaves to the minions of 
Lord Bute, as the Englifti were to the foldiers 
of William the Conqueror. 

In the year 1765 Mr. GrenvUlc was rc^ 
i^oved from the adminiftration, in the manner 

that 
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that has been related in the preceding Chapter/ 
and many of the! fubfequent eVents having 
dfo beeri i*dlated ih the preceding Chapter, it 
is not neceflary to repeat them here. In the 
year 1 766, durii-.g the adminiftration of the 
Marquis of Rockinghanl, the Itattip a£k was 
repealed, not with a view of cnifliing the in- 
tended c6l6iiial fyftem, but as a meafure of 
expedieticy to reftore tranquillity. The mi- 
biftry do not feem to have viewed the ftamp 
aft as a part of a plan of fubjugation ; btit 
Lord Chatham feems to have viewed it in that 
light, wheii he faid, (in the debate upon the 
repeal,) " 1 rejoice that America has refifted. 
Three millions of people fo dead to all the 
feelings of liberty as to fubmit to be flaves, 
would have been fit inftruments to make 
Haves of the reft." 

In the fame feflion that the ftamp ad was 
pafled, another bill was introduced^ making it 
lawful for military officers in the colonies to 
quarter theif foldiers in private houfes. - Thi« 
was indifput^ly with a view of enforcing the 
grand defign pf entire fubjugation. The co- 
lonifts were all alarmed : the, agents and 

Vol, II. H American 
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American merchants all oppofed it, declaring, 
that under fuch a military power no one 
could look upon his houfe as his own, or 
think he had a home, when foldiers might he 
thruft into it^ and mix with his family, at 
the pleafure of an officer : upon which thia 
part of the bill was dropt. But there was 
another claufe in it which obliged the aflem- 
blies to 6nd quarters for the foldiers, and to 
furniflhi them with firing, bedding, candles, 
beer, rum, and other articles, at the expen?^ 
of the colony, which pafled into a law } anci 
was not repealed with the flamp a£t« 

Notwithftanding there were frequent changes 
of minifters in the fubfequent years, yet this 
junto of confidants, who had been originally 
entrufted with a plan againft America, per- 
fevered throughout every adminiftration, (ex- 
Ciept Lord Chatham's,^) in making advances 
towards the attainment of the grand ohjc€t ; 
i^til at length the colonies were driven into 
rebellion, independence, and feparation. Philip 
the Second loft the Netherlands in the fame 
fnannes* 

AfTurance^ 



Aflurances were made to Mr. Grcaville* 
that America had entertained thoughts of in- 
dependency fo early as the year 1757 j and ti^ 
confiirm thefe affurances, fome letters, written, 
it was afferted, by the Marquis dc Montcalm, 
Governor of Canada, in the years 1757, 1758, 
and 1759, ftating thefe opinions, were put 
into his hands. Mr. Grenville ^ave full credit 
to thefe papers : after his death they were 
publiihed. All the Americans reprobated 
them as forgeries, they inftfted that Montcalm 
iierer wrote them, that they were fabricated to 
deceive and provoke the Englifli government 
againft America^ This opinion prevailed with 
the , public, and the letters were in general 
diicredited. 

There is another circufflftaftce qf Mr. Gren- 
vUle's adminiftration which, it may not be im« 
proper to take notice of. 1 

A little tim? after the conclufion pf thQ 
war, the bafe money which had been coined^ 
and forced into circulation duriog the war, 
by the King of Pruffia, and fome othec 
powfers, having come into the hands of mer* 
chants, bankers, and traders, who bad beea> 

H 2 obliged 
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•■jr.:''. 

obliged to receive it, the depreciation of it, 
on the return of peace, fell upon, and ruined 
^any of them ; and would have extended 
the fame fate to many more ; and to feveral 
in England, who were connefted with the 
houfes in Amfterdam, Hamburgh, and Berlin, 
which were the greateft fuffer^rs, had not IVIr^ 
Grenville zealoufly inteipofed with his wholef 
weight and authority^^as^ minifter, in their 
Ijayour. ^e requefted the Britifli merchants 
tor. give a liberd credit to the houfes abroad,^ 
which were injured by this depreffion, and 
inftead of limiting, tp increafe their exports 
to them ; and he requefted of the Governors 
and Diredors. of the Bank bf England, to 
give their full countenance to the Englifh 
houfes by an ample difcount of bills. By 
thus lending the affiftance of the Britifli go- 
vernment in, a critical hour, he flopped the 
alarm of a general failu:^e, which might ^read 
throughout Europe in a very little time. Mr. 
Grenville was entitled to ^'-great pfajlfe for the 
perfonal exertions he made in this important 
bufmefs/ It may be truly faid of him,. that 
he faved the credit of almoft every bank in 
Europe. ^ . , 
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Mr. Grenville's fpirited behaviour on the 
French feizing Turk's Ifland in the year 1 764, 
his Navy bill, his bill for trying controverted 
eledtions, together with feveral other circum- 
ftances of hie condudl, are traits of his cha-^ 
radker, which refledl great honour on his me- 
mory as a minifter, and particularly as a le- 
^flator. But thefe matters have been all 
ftated in other books, and it is not the defign 
of this work to repeat what has been already- 
printed ; except the extradts and papers in. 
the Appendix, which are explanatory and 

icarce. 

* 

- Two months after his deceafe, which hap- 
pened in the month of November 1770, fe* 
yeral of his friends, who had been attached 
to him in the hopes of his return to power, 
oflfered themfelves to Lord North, and' were 
accepted. When the Earl of Suffolk came to 
kifs hands on being appointed Lord Privy 
Seal, the King foothed him, with faying, 
♦* That he lan^ented very much the lofs of his 
Lordfhip's friend, that great and good maa 
Mr. Grenville, who was an honour to human 
nature/' And upon another occafion, the 

H 3 King 
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King expreffed the fame fentiments of Mr. 
Grenville: this was on the delivery of the 
Spariifli refcript in the month of June 1 779 j 
when his Majefty ordered all his cabinet mu 
nifters to attend him at the Queen's Houfe 
in St, James's Park. They were Ihewn into 
Xkt library, where there was a long table, and 
chairs for every one of them, and an armed 
chair at the top for himfelf; They were de» 
fifed to be feated, which being done, his Ma-^ 
jefty made a long fpeech to them. He began 
with expreflSng his regard for Mr, Grenville, 
and his concern for the lofs of himj and 
afterwards declared his refolution to carry on 
the war againft America, France, and Spain } 

« 

and if they approved of it, he gave them an 
affurance of his , firmed fupport. They all 
acifnowlcdged their perfedl devotion to his 
Majefty 's commands^* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

rnOMAS WHArELT, Es^ 

His TraBs. Letters to, bim from Governor 
Hutchinfon and Lieutenant Governor Oliver^ 
JJoewn to different Perfons ; fent to America 
by Dr. Franklin. Refolutions in America 
upon them. Petition to remove the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor. Duel between 
Mr. Tmple and Mr. William Wbately. 

JL HIS gentleman was Secretary to the 
Treafury during Mr. Grenville's adrhiniftra- 
tion. He was the author of two trads written 
in defence of Mr. Grenville. 

» 

The firft was called " Remarks on the 
Budget," A pamphlet had been publifhed, 
called ** The Budget," which contained a fe- 
vere attack on Mr. Grenville's meafures of 
finance, and the Remarks were a defence of 
thofe meafures in anfwer to it. 

H 4 The 
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The other tradt wa« called " Confideratlona 
on the Trade and Finances of this King-* 
dom, and on the Meafures of Adminiftration, 
with refpedt to thofe great National Objedts 
fince the Conclufion of the Peace.'* This is 
another defence of Mr. Grenville's fyftem of. 
finance, and of the principal meafures of his 
adminiftration, in which there is a good deal 
of ufeful information, 

The moft remarkable circumftance con- 
cerning this gentleman is relative to his Ame- 
rican correfpondence, on account of the con- 
fequences which attended it. In the years 
1767, 1768, and 1769, Thomas' Hutchinfon, 
Efq. Governor of Maffachufetts Bay, ^nd 
Andrew Oliver, Efq. Lieutenant Governor, 
wrote feveral letters to Mr. Whately, giving 
very full accounts of the ftate of the province, 
the difpofitions of the principal inhabitants, 
the meafures which they conceived moft pro- 
per to be taken, and their own opinions and 
fentiments upon all thefe at cohfiderable 
length. The fubjeds of all thefe letters being 
the public affairs of America, which at that 
|ime engaged the public attention in England, 

anc) 
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and being written by perfons in high author 
rity, Mr. Whately {hewed them to Mr, Gren^ 
ville, whp (hewed them to Lord Temple^ and. 
they were feen by other gentlemen. When 
Mr. Whately died, which was in the month 
of June 1772, thefe letters came into the pot. 
feffion of a gentleman, who put them into 
the hands of Dr, Franklin, at that time agent 
for the province of which they gave fo full 
an account : Dr. Franklin fent them to the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives' of 
Mafljtchufptts Bay. In the month of June 
1773, the Speaker laid them before the Houfe. 
On reading them, the Houfe was highly of-» 
fended with the Governor and Lieutenant 
Qovernor ; feveral ftrong refolutions againft 
\ them were agreed to j two or three of which 
will be fufiiQieQt to (juote^ to fhew the fenfe 
pf the Houfet 

*' Refolved, That it clearly appears from the 
letters figned Tho. Hutchinfon and Andrew 
Oliver, that it was the defire and endea-r 
Your qf the writers of them, that certain ads 
gf the Britifli Parliament for raifing a revenue 
jn Atperica might be carried into, effedi by 

military 
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military force. That there have been for 
\ many years paft meafures contemplated, and 
a plan formed by a fet of men, born and edu- 
cated among us, to raife their own fortunes, 
and advance themfelves to pofts of honour 
and profit, not only to the deftrudtion of 
the conftitution of this province, but at the 
cxpence of the rights and liberties of the 
American colonies. That the faid perfons 
have been fome of the chief inftruments in 
the introdudion of a military force into the 
province to carry their plans into execution. 
That this Houfe is bound in duty to the King 
and their conftituents, humbly to remonftrate 
to his Majefly the conduct of his Excellency 
Thomas Hutchinfon, Efq. Governor, and the 
Honourable Andrew Oliver, Efq. Lieutenant 
Governor of this province, and to pray that 
his Majefty would be pleafed to remove them 
for ever from the government thereof.'' 

-Conformable to the laft refolution, the 
Houfe agreed to a petition to the King to 
remove the Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor for writing the letters to Mr. Whately, 
This pctitfon was heard before the Privjr 

Council 
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Council at Whitehall, on the 29th day of 
January 1774; when it was difmiffed after a 
long fpeech made by Mr, Wedderburne, now 
Lord Loughborough, in defence of the Go- • 
vernor and Lieutenant Governor, in which lie 
reproached Dr. Franklin with great feverity 
and bitternefs for fending the letters to Ame- 
xica. 

When it was known in England that the 
letters to Mn Whately had been laid before 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives of Maflachufetts . 
Bay, the fufpicion of fending them to Arfte- 
rica fell upon Mr. John Temple, an American 
gentleman at that time in England ; and there 
were fome circumftances, which, before they 
tvere explained, feemed to give foundation 
to the fufpicion. This matter brought on a 
duel between Mr. Temple and Mr. William 
Whately brother of Mr. Thomas Whately. 
As the circumftances were fmgular, the 
reader will find an account of them in the 
Appendix, marked M. 

Mr. Whately alfo wrote a traft on laying 
out pleafure grounds and gardens* 
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CHAPTER XX. 

CHARLES LLOYD, Es^. 

Names of the Tra£ts written by bim. 

X HIS gentleman was private fecretary to 
Mr. Grenville, during the time that gentle- 
man was Firft Lord of the Treafury, and au- 
thor of many political trafts, chiefly writteipi 
in vindication of that minifter's conduct. 
They were principally the following: 

** The Anatomy of a late Negotiation.'' 
The negotiation here fpoken of, is that which 
Lord Bute brought on between the King and 
Mr. Pitt, in the autumn of the year 1763. 
The fafts are purpofely mifreprefented, to 
make Mr. Pitt appear haughty and Lord Butg 
verfatile, 

^* A Vindication of the Condud of the' 

Miniftry in the <;afe of Mr, Wilkes/' Thi^ 

relates 
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relates to the apprehenfion of Mr. Wilkes by 
the general warrant, his commitment to the 
Tower, and his difchafge hf the Court of 
Common Pleas; highly commending the mi- 
niftry for their zeal in defending the honour 
of the King, 



€C 



A Defence of the Majority in the Houfe 
of Commons, on the Queftion relating to 
General Warrants,^' This was an anfwer to 
Mr. Townftiend's Defence of the Minority 
on thp fame queftion. It was in reply to 
this Defence of [the Majority that the ce- 
lebrated " Letter on Libels and Warrants'* was 
writtten. 
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An Honeft Man's Reafons for declining 
to take a Part in the New Adminiftration.'* 
This was the adminiftration of 1765, com- 
monly called the Rockingham Adminiftration. 
,The reafons affigned are, that Lord Bute re- 
moved the late miniftry, and in a little time 
would remove the prefent. It was afcribed 
very generally to Lord Lyttelton, becaufe his 
Lordfllip had refufed the offers which were 
made to him* 

*^ A Cri- 
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** A Critical Review of the New Admini- 
ftration.'^ This is an anfwcr to two pamphlets 
written by Sir Grey Cooper ; one was called 
*? A Pair of Speftacles for fliort-fighted Poli^ 
ttcians;" the other, "The Merits of the New 
Adminiftration truly ftated." See the article of 
Sir Grey Coopen 

4 

. . "- The Coudud of the late Adminiftratioo 
examined, relative to the Repeal of the Ame- 
rican Stamp Ad/' This tr^d (which is up* 
w*rds of two hundred pages) is an able com-, 
pofition, and the greateft part of it, if not 
2^1 of it^ was didated by Mr. Grenville him-- 
felf. Thofe perfons who wifh to fee a defence 
of the ftamp ad, and a difplay of what the 
writer confiders the impolicy of repealing it, 
will read this work with pleafure. 

Mr. Burke having written a little trad 

called " A fhort Account of a late fhort Ad- 

miniftration," Mr. Lloyd wrote an anfwer to 

it, which was called " A true Hiftory of a 

late fliort Adminiftration/' Thefe finall trads 

cont2un all the features of the Rockingham ad« 

jniniftration in miniature. 

I ^^ An 
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** An Examination of the Principles and 
boafted Difintereftednefs of a late Right Hon. 
Gentleman ; in a Letter from an old Man of 
Bufinefs to a Noble Lord/' This traft was 
written upon the change of the miniftry in 
the year 1766, when Mr. Pitt, who is the 
right honourable gentleman alluded to, was 
created Earl of Chatham. The noble Lord to 
whom it is pretended to be a letter was Lord 
North. It is a vindication of Lord Temple's 
€onduft in rejefting the offers of the court, 
and blames Lord Chatham for accepting them. 

** A Word at Parting, to his Grace the 

D^ke of Bedford." This fmall traft was oc- 

cafioned by the Duke of Bedford'is friends 

joining the miniftry at the end of the year 

1 767, and abandoning Mr. Grenville. 

Befides thefe, he wrote many Eflays and 
Letters in the public papers, on political tem* 
porary fubjedls, which are now loft. He wa» 
brother to the Dean of Norwich. 
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CHAPTER XX!. 

WILLIAM KNOX, Es^. 

Advocate for the American War. Secretary t& 
Lord George Germaine. His State of the 
. Nation I ajjljled by Mr. Gpmville. Other 
, Puklicdtions. 

X HIS gentleman was another of Mr# 
GrenviUfe's friends; and was a very ftrenuous 
and perfevering advocate of the Britifh mea- 
fures againft America. He was agent for 
Georgia; and Under Secretary of State to 
Lord Hilllborough, and to Lord George Ger- 
maine, during the American war. To his 
zeal and fuggeftions, many of the unfortunate 
meafures againft America were afcribed, and 
he fuftained much hatred from the Americans 
on that account. He was the author of fe- 
veral tracts on American fubjeds, the princi- 
pal of which was, 

« Tlie 
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" The Controverfy between Great Britain 
and h?r Colonies reviewed*" It is obvioufly 
a work of much labour, and contains extracts 
from many papers* The writer's view is to 
fupport the right of Great Britain to tax 
America. 

He was alfo the writer of a trad intitled 
" The Prefent State of the Nation; particu* 
Wly with refpedt to its Trade, finances, &c.'* 
This pamphlet was, at firft, afcribed to Mi'* 
Grenville; and Mr. Burke, by his pamphlet 
'/ititled " Obfervations upon it," gave a tem- 
porary currency to that opinion. Mr. Gren- 
ville undoubtedly affifted the writer with ma-. 
terials and arguments, but the compofition 
belongs entirely to Mr. Knox. It confifts 
principally, of a defence of Mr. Grenville's 
miniftry and meafures, and a condemnation 
of the Rockingham' miniflry^ and their 
meafures. 

* 

Mr. Knox has alfo publifhed two (mall vo- 
lumes, called ^^ Extra-official State Papers )'* 
^urhich contain many ireful hints* 

Vol. IL I The; 
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The t*ro following Letters ai?e not unworthy 
t)f the reader's notice^ : 



" Sm, 5th Match 1783. 

•* Letters having been written to the Secre- 
tary of the late Board of Trade, and to my 
colleague, for the laft fix months, as Under 
Secretary of State in the American depart- 
ment, and to all the clerks who have been de- 
prived pf their iituations- in thofe offices by 
tfieir fuppreilion, acquainting them, that the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury had 
made them all allowances in compenfation of 
the incomes they had been deprived 'of j and 
no fuch letter having come to me, I am con- 
ilrained to give you the trouble of this letter^ 
to requeft the favour of you to mov« theit 
Lordfliips to permit you to inform me on 
what account it is that I, who had ferved as 
Under Secretary to every Secretary of State 
that has filled the American department, from 
its inftitution to its fupprefilon, and even at- 
tended the Earl of Shelburne when that de- 
partment was abforbed in the domeftic, until 
his Lordfhip was more ably ferved, ftiould 
be the only perfon pafTed over upon this 
— ' Qccafion 
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tHicafion without compenfation^ and evea 

t^ithout notice. 

** I am, Sir, &c. 

" William Knox. 
•* Geo. Rose, Efq." 

Copy of Mf* Rosens Anfwer, dated 17th of 

March 1783. 

" SiRi 

*^ Upon reading to my Lords Commif^ 
fioners of the Treafury your letter, dated the 
5th inftant, refpefting a compenfation for 
your oflSce of Under Secretary of State for 
the American department, I am dired:ed to 
acquaint you, that my Lords are of opinion 
that you have no claim whatever to a com- 
penfation for the lofs of your office, you 
leaving already a penfion of fix hundred 
pounds a-year for yourfelf, and the like fum. 
for Mrs. Knox. 

•* I am, Sir, fifc. 

'' Geo. Ross.'* 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
LORD GEORGE GERMAIN. 

Public Prejudice. His ConduEl in early Ufcj 
. and Chara&er. Behaviour at Fontenoy. 
His parrel with Prince Ferdinand. His 
Condu& at Minden. Obfervations upon it. 
Antient Virtue. Modern Indifference. Com^ 
mencement of the American War. Letter of 
the late Sir Jofepb Yates. Anfwer to it. 
Lord George Germain appointed Secretary of 
State. Management of the Lofidon Gazette^ 
Surrender of Lord Cornwallis. Difagree^ 
ment in the Minijlry. The Misfortune of 
Lord CornwalUs impute4 to Lord Sandwich^ 
ifnd to Lord George Germain. This DifsH 

. greement appears in Parliament. ConduSi of 
Mr. Dundas and Mr. Rigby. Application 
to Sir Guy Carleton. Subjtance of his Letter 
to the Lord Chancellor. Meeting of the 

Secret 
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• Secret Cabinet. Lord George Germain 

removed. 

jIJlN unfavourable opinion, haftily adopted, 
was formed of the chara6ter of this noble 
Lord, from his conduft at the battle of 
Minden ; and, like moft precipitate opinions 
of charadier, was not wholly juft, for what- 
.ever reprehenfion his condudl on that day 
might deferve, it ought not to extend to every 
other circumflance of his life. 

* At an early age he fhewed himfelf wot^y 
of his anceftors. Nature had been to bim a 
generous, a partial parent : fhe had equally 
beftowed her ftriking ornaments on his exter- 
iial /orm, and on his mind. To a graceful 
perfbn, and to an agreeable, manly, and ex- 
j^effiye afped, fhe had joined an accurate 
judgment, acutenefs of thought, and elegance 
of imagination. Without thefe properties, 
in fome degree, learning and manner, how^ 
ever elaborately imprefled on the body apd on 
the intelled):, produce but coldefie^s, 

» • - • 
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.During hifi youth, he became converft^nt 
with the manners of the court. There. -Jie 
foon acquired that inftantaneous politenefs, 
that habitual eafe and flexibility of behaviour, 
which, within the limits of ftridt moral ho- 
nour, improve and refine the man. But to 
deceive and to betray, thofe barbarous arts 
which .are daily taught, and confummately 
praijlifed in the circle of a court, he ney^r. 
would adopt. 

This encomium is not taken from vague 
jeporjtj nor is it the language of adulation. 
It i^ the opinion of officers who ferved under 
Jiin^, and who were his intimate acquaint;ance. 
The pifture of him which they drew did 
laiigh honour to the original. They have af^ 
Ermed, that in his behaviour as a man, and 
ia hi? deportment as a commander, dignity 
was nq^oft happily tempered with eafe, and the' 
ftriffcaefe of military difcipline with mildpefa 
and affability j-r-that he was a moft inftrucSive 
aind engaging companion, a moil faithful and' 
zealous friai^, and a mod humane protedio^' 
pf his dependents, And frpm whom are we 
I*^*'*" ' *• to 
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to cxpeft, riither than from thofe by whom 
he was thus reprefented, a true account of his 
fociai qualities ? He has been accufed of pride 
and haughtinefs, but the charge is more invi-* 
dious than true. As from great abilities na* 
teraliy proceeds an energy of exiftence^ they 
are generally attended with at leaft a temperate 
majefty of manner, and elocution, which 
may be very remote from pride ; the fordid 
rice that commonly occupies a frivolous or a 
ftupid mind. Befides, as it i« the peculiar 
property of pride to hurt and difguft, and as 
vigorous and fine talents are fure to hurt atod 
difguft underftandings of a low clafs, the uor- 
diftinguiihing pigmies confound ideas^ and 
as they are alike affe<9:ed by pride and gftciv©, 
they miftake both for the fame objeft. There 
are likewife preffing jun(9:ures, in which the 
truly great man will break through the efta- 
biiihed forms, the polite moderation of the 
world, and ardently aflert his natural: and 
inalienable prerogatives. He will repel im- 
pertinence or infolence with an air and elo- 
quence that petrify, with a lightning that 
withers his aggrefTor. The jpuny foul {hrink* 
back Into its little dark cell, appalled and coa* 
. 'i I 4 founded. * 
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founded. No wonder if, ever after, it attiv 
butes the juft and fpirited reproof to habitual 
pride, that immoral and defpicable quality. 
It would be impoflible for a man of extraor^ 
dinary mental endowments, to atone to the 
vulgar of the human race for his inebmmu-r 
nicable pre-eminence, without finking to a 
timid and abjedi behaviour. Moft exorbitant 
are the demands of dull, vain, and felfifh 
mortals. They are for inverting the order of 
the intelledual creation, and would have us 
cringe to them. But certainly the lines in 
which our fpeciss is diftinguifhed by Ovid 
from the other animals, may be applied, with 
a fingular propriety and emphafis, to th^ man 
of traofcendent capacityr-5- 

Os HoMiNi fublime dedir, copluincjue tuen 
Juffi^, jet ere€l:os ad Sidera toUere vultus. 

At the battle of Fontenoy, which was 
fought in the year 1 744, he was wounded by 
a mufquet-ball. The wound was accidental, 
and only afFedled his body. His colleded 
and manly behaviour, on that memorable day, 
was courage and principle. And it is well 
^Lnown that in his duel with Governor Joha* 

ftonc . 
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ftone (the particulars of which the reader will 
fee in the Appendix, marked N.) he acquitted 
himfelf with a firmnefs and fpirit which were 
never excelled on a fimilar occafion. From 
chefe fads no doubts can be entertained of 
his perfonal courage. 



r 

In the affair of Minden, it is not proper to 
view him with a prejudiced or an indulgent 
eye, but with inipartial and accurate obs- 
ervation* And the appeal is made to thofe: 
whofe habitual and uniform benevolence i$ 
not merely the confequence of an ingenuous 
nature, but likewife of expanded thought and 
reflexion ; to thofe whofe aftive and fpirited 
candour flows from an enlarged and compre- 
henfive knowledge of mankind j who in ana- 
lyfing the condudt of a man, never forget 
that the generous virtues are connefted with 
ftrong paflions ; and that though^ere have 
been many bright characters, there was never 
one immaculate. No honefl man can hefl- 
tate to pronoun(se him faulty. He ought to 
have advanced with the Britifh horfe, to 
complete the rout of the French infantry; 
be was not reflrained from advancing by fear, 

but 
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l(Ht by a perfonal refentment. He had not* 
been properly refpeded by the commander 
of the allied army ; and he had determinedy 
when opportunity fliould offer, to check the 
luxuriant growth of Prince Ferdinand's lau- 
rels. Phlegm, fuUennefs, inhumanity, and a 
moft inordinate love of power, are the cha- 
rcKaeriftics of a German mind. He only 
delights in riot and homicide, ^ like his 
Thradan god. Mars, to whom he facrifices 
many human victims, and to whom he pours 
many profufe libations. As Prince Ferdi- 
nand's ideas were confined to the Gothic 
fyftem, he felt not, he knew not what refpe(a: 
Was due to a fon of one of the firfl families in 
England, and to a foldier adorned with the 
arts of the milder Minerva. He was likewife 
cxafperated againft Lord George Sackville^ 
who had counteracted the rapacity of this' 
commander in .chief, and had opppfed his 
m^afures in councils of war, whenever he 
thought them injudicious. It is not neceflary 
here to enter into a fcrutiny of Prince^ Ferdi- 
nand's Gonduifl:.; but it may be obferved, that 
qflSccrs* have, faid that he owed his military 
feme fer mQi!C torfortunevthaato prudence^ 
• - and 
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ftnd a (honfummate knowledge in the art of 
war. Indeed in every department of lifcj, M; 
IS not fo much our merit as our fuccefsthat 
gains u$ applaufe* 

His free fentimenta on the plans and ope* 
rations of the campaign^ and his watchful and 
penetrating infpeffcion into military avarice^ 
neceflarily brought on him the extreme hatred 
6f the commander in chief; who therefore 
was induftrious to deprive him of that efteem 
and deference to which he was well entitled 
from the army. And if Lord George, with 
a fufceptible conftitution, and confcious of his 
natural and acquired fuperiority, as a man, 
over a high-rated myrmidon, retaliated the 
malice of the petty Prince with a permanent 
and keen difguftj the circumftance £hew$, 
that it is poffible a man not wanting in cou« 
rage, may fufFer his private paflion to in- 
fluence his public duty. Such diff?reiM:e& 
have frequently happened in Qvery fervice^ 
between great officers; and have as fre- 
quently been highly injurious to the public 
interefl. It ought to be in the penetration 
of a minifter to difcover thefe diffex;ences ; 

and 
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and whenever they happen, he fhould alwiys 
withdraw one of the parties. 

The keennefs of irritation and the fmart 
of infult may offer fome apology to the ge- 
nerous heart and the enlightened n>ind, 
though it cannot excufe the fault. Paflion 
is conftitutional ; but it is better that a cha- 
radter fliould be fliaded by a warm and vigo- 
rous feeling, than by one that is cold and 
pufillahimous. It muft give more pleafure 
to an Engliflbman to find, that it was refetit- 
ment, not cowardice, that fufpended the march 
of the cavalry in the plains of Minden. 

If we review the livps of eminent men in 
private and public ftation ; whofe actions, on 
the whole, were good or great; we fhall meet 
with fome palpable offences againft moral 
reftitudc, and perhaps fome crimes. In the 
virtuous times of thofc illuftrious republics, 
Carthage and Rome, both the ftates were in- 
jured by the private animofities of fome fena- 
tors and commanders, who, notwithiftanding, 
had many excellent qualities, and did fignal 
fervicfiS to their refpeftive countries. 

A truly 
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A truly wife man will dignify his life with 
fobriety, diligence, and integrity, whether he 
be in a public or private capacity, for his 
own fake ; to fecure thofe ineftimable re- 
wards, which are the confequences of virtue. 
But to fay that an Englifhman ought to toil 
or bleed for every fyftem of politics that a 
minifter thinks proper to adopt, is almofl the 
rant of inianity. Corruption, both public and 
private, is in its zenith ; yet we talk as if we 
lived in an antient and fimple commonwealth, 
whofe wants were limited by nature ; where 
every paflion was cool, except ardour for the 
public good J where that ardour was earneftly 
inculcated by precept, and emphatically en- 
forced by ftriking examples; and where it 
consequently animated every member of the 
ftate. We talk as if we lived in Old Rome . 
(long before fhe was decorated with her 
glaring magnificence) ; but when fhe had rifen 
to the fummit of real grandeur ; when Curius 
boiled his turnips at his Sabine farm ; when 
Cincinnatus held his plough; and when a- 
hoftile kiiig could neither frighten Fabricius 
^ with the new fight of his elephant, nor allure 
him V9ith his gold. 

13 . It 



It k this dec^itott cf <>tirfelves that has 
Inrougfet us into fo mawjr difficulties. Att 
«tention to what we affeft, and a regard to , 
what we owe to ourfelves, and to pofterity^ 
might have prevented many evils. The Ante*- 
rican war was unneceflaryi unjuft, and un- 
provoked. It is impoffiUe the people of 
this country could have been dtiped into an 
approbation of that war, i£» they' htid given a 
proper attention to the meafnre at the begin- 
ning; but that blind confidence to which, 
they have habituated themfelves, gives op- 
portunity and facility to any minifter ,to 
exercife a defjpotic authority, wherever he ' 
pleafeS. 



V 



The American colonies had attained ' the ^ 
feM vigour of manhood. They confidcred 
Aemfelves as bound to us by the indiiToluble 
ties of common origin, of common names, 
common language, religion, and intereft ; and 
tiicre fubfifted between us and them the hap- 
pieft reciprocation of wealth, afFe£tion, and 

power. 

... - • - 

In the year 1775 the Brltifh nation w^ 
precipitated into a war with thefe colonies ; 

''- the 
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thecaiifes of which have been. already t^ekted 
ih^ Chapter xfiii. under the head df Mr. Gren-* 
viHe. From this war, as from the womb ofi 
the -Trojan facrfe, have iffued a thouiand^ta*- 
lamities. It has been pregnant with difafters 
to all Europe ; nor is it yet kilowa what 
may be the extent of its effeds. 






Lord Georgt Germain was one of thoie 
members of parliament who approve^ Qf this 
war; at the commen:cement of it; he ha4 
adopted all tbofe opinions which were hot* 
tile to America. He concteived that Qrea^ 
Britain had a right to lay taxes on America«^ 
He implicitly imbibed the whole extent of 
Mn Grenville's opinions and principles. This, 
was fo perfedlly agreeable to the fecret and 
confidential cabinet of the court, that imme- 
diately after hdftilities had been commence4 
againft America, he .was put at the .head of 
the American department, and official fpies 
were placed about him to betray his meafures, 
and by every art and falfehood were ufed to 
confirm him in his opinions. Thefe fpies were 
the confidants of the fecret cabinet ; and were 

placed in every ofRce to give information 

of 
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of every thing that was tranfadling tbei'tf^ 
to fu^eft mealureS) to lay down plans^ and 
to alter them at the pleafure of the fecrct^ 
unreiponfible, and unconiUtutional minifters# 

/ 
An opinion has preirailed, that Jiis adoptioa 

of Mn Grenville^s ideas and principles rc^ 
ipe£ting America, was in no fmali degree 
influenced by a letter written by the late Sir 
Jofcph Yates, one of the Judges of the Court 
of King's Bench, upon this fubjedt. If it be 
true, that fuch letter was a primary caufe 
of fo much mifchief, it is an hiftorical cu-*^ 
riofity ; and will pleafe all thofe perfons who 
Iwive been of opinion that Great Britain had 
a right to tax Americau The following is a 
copy of it : 

Copy of a letter from the late Sir Jofeph Yates, 
to Chriftopher Griffith, Efq. Member for 
Berks, relative to the Difpute between Great 
* Britain and her Colonies. 



€C 



The American colonies are the fuhjeft of 
every converfation — well may it be fo, for. 
the crifis is very alarming. , . 

" How 
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** How far the taxation was prudetit or 
tinfeafonable, or whether the ratfeaf would be 
too high or not, I will hot take upon me to 
form any judgment ; but the right to tax 
them is (o clear and felf-evident^ that I ath 
aftonifhed there fhould be any doubt about 
it } thofe who dou^t^ contend that no ta* can 
be impofed without the eonfent of the people 
by their reprefentatives ; that thie Americans 
have no reprefentation in parliament, &c. 

" But the true conftitution is, That no 
money can be levied by the crown without 
the eonfent of the great council of the realm^ 
that is, the parliament. To that council the 
rights of the fubjedts are entrufted as the 
barrier betv^een the crbwn and the people; 
a barrier againft the ftrides of prerogative^ 
which, in the reign of King John,^ '^ere enor- 
mous till his abitrary laws were reftrained by 
^agrla Charta. By tha!t charter it is or« 
dained, that no tilliage or aid (hall be im- 
pofed but by the common council of the 
tcaftn ; in that body, the \ifriH of the whole 
peoj^e is repofed by the ccfnftitinion j they 
'^ Vol.il R are 
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are the ftated guardians of the rights and 
liberties of the fubjed; the platform 
that was laid when the conftitution was 
framed, and to which all our anceftors af* 
fented. To talk of perfonal reprefentation 
of every individual is abfurd ; for ftridlly 
fpeaking, no man is the perfonal reprefentar 
live of another, but who is adually chofen, 
and deputed by the perfon reprefented. 

** But how many millions are there in thi9 

kingdom who have not a vote for a ipember 

of parliament, and yet are as liable to be 

taxed as the largeft freeholder ? The truth is, 

that every fubje£t of the Britifh dominions, 

in whatever latitude the territory may he, is 

equally fubjed to the Britifti legiflature fo 

Jong as he refides upon the territories, and 

enjoys the protedion of the Engliih goverii- 

ment; he owes an allegiance and fubmiffioa 

' to its laws ; and whatever the nature of thofe 

-laws may be, if the legiflature ena<3: thcm^ 

. they are equally obligatory. Were it left to 

. the Americans to diftinguifli between laws, 

- and to defire what fort they would fuhmit to, 

14 .^ and 
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afid what they wOill'd rejeft^ tfeere woul^ fooii 
•be an 6nd of all their fubjedion. 

" The confent of parliament gives an equal 
fafliStioii to all kinds of laws ; and the fame 
confent that i^ 'heceflary to a money-bill^ is 
neceflary to any other law. And it is ad- 
mitted, that all ads of parliament for the re- 
gulation of trade in the colonies, are binding 
upon them. In fliort, if the Americans are 
.fttbjeds at all, they are fubjeds. to the laws 
and fovereignty of their mother country : and 
to controvert that power,, to deny the obli- 
gation of its laws, is hardly confiftent with 
•fubjedion. And' whier^eris the injuftice of 
taxing the Americans? Where protedion is 
gi^^'n, a tribute, isl due:; « and thofe who enjoy 
dsifeieneiit of a government, owe their ihare 
•Und contribution, tQ th^ expences of maintain- 
ing it. 









^. d» J ^^ 



-1 ** The Aweriq^iXa'afe. allowed all the rights 
and privileges of an cEngUfh ftibjed ;: .they 
arje, entitled: to inh^rjj any; p^fleffions here; arid 
hav^ their properties at home protcdefl •_ bty 
<)ux la^yscy; why then fliould they be exempt 

K a froia 
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from the common burden of every fubjcA:; 
efpecially frorn thofe expences which their 
own protection occafions ? 

" I have given you a iketch of my o^p 
fentiments in this matter, becaufe I imagined 
it is a topic in the country, as well as ia 
town. 

•* Thurfday, Jan. 30, 1763. ]• *• 

There are a few words in one of Lord 
Chatham's fpeeches, which contain a fuU 
anfwer to this opinion of the Judge. 

*^ Ta3?ation is no part of the governing or 
iegiflative powen The taxes are a volun* 
tary gift and grant of the Commons alon^ 
In legifktion the three eftates of the reaba 
are alike concerned, but the concurrence^ 
the Peers and the Crown to a tax, is only pe^- 
ceffary to clofe with the form of a law. The 
gift and grant is of the Commons alone. ^ In 
"andeut days^ the Crovm, the Barons, and 
^6 (31ergy, pofTefTed the lands.. In thdfe d^, 

» 

^e -Barons and ^thd Clergy gave and granted 
the Orovcft, They gave and grahtfed^wfeak 

.i *^ . waft 



tWd thtit bwn. At prefem, fitice the difco- 
vsery of America, aiid other eircumftances pet- 
diittihg, the Commons are become the pro- 
prietors of the land. The property of the 
]^ds, cbmpared with that of the Commons^ 
is as a drop of water in the ocean ; and this- 
Houfe reprefents thofe Commons, the pro- 
pnctx)rs of the lands ; and thofe proprietors 
virtlially reprefcnt the reft of the inhabitants, 
WRch," therefore, in this HoUfe we give and* 
grant, we give and grant what is our own. 
But in an American tax, what do we do ? 
IV^e," your Majefty's Commons for Great Bri- 
tStitti-give and grant to your Majefty, what? 
Chir'own property? — No. We give and grant 
to your Majefty the property of your Ma- 
jci$])Ks CoiAmons of Americai It is an ab- 

fiirdily in terms.** 

.V- . . •. » 

Lord Gedrg* Gtfrmaiii baTing fuppoittfd 
Lord North in the bills for alteiiftg the go- 
vernment of Maflachufett's Bay, and fliiittitlg^ 
up the port of Bofton, was appointed Secre- 
t&tf <3f State, for the American departttleik ; 
by/wUkh tlie c<)ridu<a of th& War againft AW- 
ricflt was^ in^a'greatde^ee, put idto his haiufe. 

K 3 ThU 
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This was not a -fituatron,' at the time it 
undertaken, for -caution; and timidity.;, forr 
the chicane of a' Mazarine, or^ the chiixiera 
of a Duke of Orjeans j btit for tjhe J^d 
and decided policy- of a Richl^eu- and a.De 
Retz. . \ 



♦ • » ■- » ■ \\ 



How his Lordfhip fucceeded in Jhis Jaqwr 
fituation, it is. -not the defiga of this woj^;j:o. 
relate. The circumftancesof the American- 
war 4re in general pretty well known. 



J «. I 



There was a paper afcribed to .Richard'^ 
Burke, Efq. (brother tb Edmund Burke, Efq.) 
on the fubjeft of managing the London . Gar- . 
zette, J^t leaft it was fo intitled, in printing 
the accounts from America during the wap, 
that was much taken notice of j ai^d as \t 
fhews that thofe accounts are not to be de- 
pended upon, the reader will notbe difpl^^fed 
to fee it preferved. It is in the Appendix:^' 
mai*ked O, 

. . . ■ " ' 

After waging war with America, by -fea 

and land, from the beginning of April 1775, 

to. the mpntU of April 1782, at an immenfc 

expence 
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cxpencc of blood and treafure, the court, and 
people of Great Britain, difcovered that the 
continuation of the war was imprafticable. 

Two fine armies had been captured, and 
more men could not be obtained. 

When the intelligence arrived in London, 
that Lord Cornwallis and his army had fur- 
rendered, the miniftry immediately quarrelled 
amongft themfelves. They laid the caufe of 
this difafter upon each other; but at length 
they fettled it upon only two perfons ; thefe 
were Lord Sandwich, and Lord George 
Germain. And it was refolved,' that one of 
thefc muft go out. 

Thofe who laid the blame upon Lord 
Sandwich, contended, that the misfortune 
was owing to the not having a fufBcient naval 
force on the American ftation. 

Thofe who laid the blame upon Lord. 
Germain, contended, that the misfortune 
was owing to the plan of operations. 

K 4 It 
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It is not neceflary to ftatc th,c fa^J, upon 
whicli ithefe fwo opinions were founded* 
They have 'bepn puWiihftd by Lord Cor% 
wallis and Sir Henry CJlintpn, \rx yindicjttioii 

of themfelves. - 

' ■■'■'.•♦.• ■ ' 

The contention upon the queftion, whether 
the Secretary of State, or the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty, fhpuldi be ?e.^Dved, feftpd: 

« 

fom^ time. 

In thift divided ftat;e pf the na^iniftry, paa?- 
liament met; and on the firft. day of the^ 
i^ffion it wag obvious to leyery onp, tliat th^ 
difpute was npjt fettled. In the debate oji ^p. 
addrefs, Lord George Germain fjdd, "That; 
his opinion was, notwithftanding the furren- 
der pf.Lqrd Gprnwjallis, tliat; if Great Britaiin 
gayfe up the foyereignty pf Arneriqa, we were^ 
undone.'- IVJr^ I)undas, LorcJ Advocate of; 
Scotland, contradifted, and reprobated thi?^ 
opinipn feyerely ; and Mr. Rigby, who was 
Bay-rnafter, bluntly f^4j ••W^/Wj^re beaten, 
ajid therefpre nfiuft give up the. plai> of the 
war." When parlia;inefjt adjourned fpjr, the, 
phriftmas hplidays,the dilpute continued open. 

It 
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It Is certain, that when Lord George Ger- 
main delivered his opinion, he thought he 
delivered the opinion of a much greater au- 
thority than his own. But he was not en- 
trufted with the realfecret. There were other 
perfons who were honoured with a larger 
iiiare of confidence than he was at this time: 
and this party triumphed. They refolved to, 
remove Lord George Germain from office; 
ajnd to recall Sir Henry Clinton from Ame- 
rica, who had requefted it ; and to make one 
meafure the confequence of the other, al- 
tkough there was no connexion between tl^^ 
two cafes ; but in order to make a connection 
between them, they applied ''to Sir Guy 
CJarleton to fuceeed Sir Henry Clinton; they 
were perfectly well aflured, that Sir Guy 
Carleton would, not go to America, while 
Lord George Germain continued Secretary 
of State for^the American department. The 
manoeuvre fucceeded. Sir Guy Carleton 
wrote a letter to the Lord Chancellor, (Lord 
Thurlow,) faying, in fubftance, that he could 
not accept the command under the American 
Secretary. The Lord Chancellor carried this 
letter into the clofet. 

On 
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On Wednefday the 2d of January 1782, 
previous to the levee, there was a meeting 
of Lord Mansfield, Lord Hillfborough, Lord 
Stormont, Lord North, and Mr. Jenkinfoii, 
now Earl of Liverpool, at his Lordfliip's 
houfe in Parliament-ftreet. At this meeting, 
it was finally decided to remove Lord George 
Germain. 

When Lord George was informed that his 
fate was decided; he defired leave to refign, 
to avoid the HHgrace of being turned out, 
which favour wjpallowed him ; and to lighten 
his fall, he wa|^eated an Englifh peen 



■ i 



After hawking the office about for fome 
rime, Mr. £lfis, now Lord Mendip, was 
prevailed upon to accept it : and, to pre- 
ferve an appearance of confiftency. Sir Guy 
Carleton was* appointed fucceffor to Sir Henry 
Clinton, 
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CHAPTER XXIIi: 
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• DAVID H^RTLETy Eso, 

,His Traa intitled " Right of Appeal to Ju^ 
„.^rics^ in Caufes of Excife^ ajferted.'*^ The 
ajBu^et. Intended Profecution of that TraSl. 
^^ Ifis State of the Nation. letters to his Con^ 
i. ^Jtuents of Hull. Acquaintance with Dr. 
r,;\^rankUn. Appointed Jenifer Plenipoten-- 
l^iiaCJf* ^^^ Tra£l on tbe^^jjgench Revolution. 

bJb'UlS gentleman has wtittcti feveral ti-afts, 
\!v4iigh^ have been held in great eftimation. 
Thefirft was. intitled, " The Right of Appeal 
to Juries, in Gaffes of Excife, aflerted/* 
ThisJtraa was occafioned by the extenfion of 
the Excife laws to the makers of cyder and 
perry, in Lord Bute's adminiftration, in thd 
year ij&j^. The reader will ndt be difpleafed 
with the following extract from it. 

■ ■ * * 

" The argument of thofe who fupport the 
prJhciple of the cyder-aft may be ftatedthus: 

Cyder 
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Cyder made for the confumption of each pri- 
vate family, ought, by all principles of eqiu- 
lity, to pay fome duty ; but fuch a tax cannot 
be raifed by a conftitutional mode of excife;" 
[the difference between the conftitutional and 
imconftitutional mode he defines to be this, 
the former is limited to the trader, the latter 
is extended to every private houfe;] "-there- 
fore, we mufl: feek our remedy by a caj^itation 
on the eyder drinkers. Well then, we are to 
hope that this capitation wilLbe JeVied irk. a 
conftitutional manner. Let us judge : the 
excifeman i» to^e armed^ with unlimited 
powers of fearqji, from the barn without to 
the clofet within; wit^ao; altetnatlve oCedbd 
ta each perfon thus yifrted,. of efoapifteirMl 
tbii vcxatierft upon .a cqmiiii e<>mf)o{itidnoflwr 
the duty., Nbw, becaui^'fihereiis an ajt^rnur* 
ttve ofiercd, tHts^is faid to be; a law Sormtd 
upon the principles of liberty j; for no nian is 
forced under tfti&excife: the few only compels 
him under intolerable pains antj penalties to>'a 
voluntary payment. I wifli fora,e clear-£ght6jd 
man would explain to me the difference be- 
tween thefe two cafes: the minifliy fend me 
notice,, that I fhail hav^e a troop of excifoj 

men. 
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flieri, or a troop of horfe^ (no matter whidi,) 
quartered .upon n>ej and in a poftfa-ipt they 
fiibjoin^ that a troop of horfe is but (a$ the 
gentlemen of the long-robe fay ) a ii<3:k)n in 
Jaw; and if I will pay half-a-crown a-head 
for my family, I ftiall hear no more of the 
excifemen, or the troop of horie, till the 
next time. Another man (not fo concSt 
perhaps in his fpelling) writes me word thai 
he will fet fire to my houfe, unlefs I depofit 
ten guineas under a certain tree* The argon 
ment of the miniftry is, can you complain of 
a burden as intolerable, when we offer you 
fo reafonable an alternative, at that of paying 
your half-crowns ? My illiterate correfpontt* 
cnt fays, is not your houfe worth laving 2| 
fo fmall a price as ten guineas? Shooting at 
you befiind a hedge, or burniiig your houife, 
are but fid:ions in law: pay your monej^ 
quietly, and fleep in peace till it comes to your 
turn again, TAe principle in thefe two cafc© 
is the fame; I wifh their fates had liiot bc'ear 
di^rent. The one is, biiundcd as it ddkar^es 
in the black a£ki while tiDe other ftaliks afai:oa<i' 
ia open and in£;)lent defiance. 
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^* It is a grievance throughout the whole 
fyftem of the excife laws, that caf^s of appeal 
at the fuit of the fubjed:; are not to be. tried 
by juries. I Ihall examine the merits of the 
queftion, of allowing an appeal to juries, 
upon the following topics: whether it will 
tend to the diminution of the revenue, in 
fuch excifes as only afFeft the trader ; and 
whether it will not fpecifically apply a remedy 
to the intolerable grievances of an unconfti- 
tutional excife^ and difappoint a farther eX- 
tenfion of this horrid mode. As to the firft, 
it is faid, that in trials between the crown and 
fubjeiil, juries, will foon get into a habit of 
deciding againft the crown. To which I re- 
ply, that the revenue of the cuftoms bears, a 
conftaatieftimony againft this ftrange princi- 
ple: for if this fuppofed infamous partiality 
of juries "Were fo notorioufly to be depended 
upon, why does not every m^n who has a 
duty of .the cuftoms to pay, leave the matter 
to trial;, lor the chance of evading.it? ;:Affc 
the lawyers wlio. have pleaded for the crown^ 
whether juries do not ftel the force of .their 
arguments, that every fraud committed to .the 
detriment of the revenue, and connived at, is 
:1 ' an 
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an a<Sk of oppreffion and injuftice to the fair 
trader ? There is no argument or experience 
to fix fo deteftable an imputation upon an 
Englifh jury. V/hat intereft can a jury be 
fuppofed to have between the crown and a 
petty trader; a foap-boiler, for inftance, era 
tallow-chandler? Are thefe the objects of 
popular adoration, againft whom no jury 
fliall give their profane verdict ? If not, 
where is the danger to the revenue of excife, 
as confined to the trader and retailer, if juries 
be allowed ? Why fliould the Minifter have 
power or influence to inflidt any tax, (undei' 
the feverqft pains and penalties to be decided 
without appeal,) which no twelve jurymen 
in the kingdom (hall think confident with 
liberty ? This is the touchftone of excife . 
will it endure an open appeal to juries? If 
it. will, it is admiflible; if not, no. - • 

^' There are two kinds of excife, the one 
limited to the trader ; the other, extended t6 
the concerns of private and domeftic life. 
The appeal to juries in the one is expedient, 
in the other indifpenfable ; as well to preverit 

the 
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the encroachment, as to defeat the tyranny of 
a general excife/' 

His next trad was intitled " The Budgets 
Infcribed to the Man who thinks himfelf Mi-» 
niften'* For fome time, this tra£l was attri- 
buted to Sir George Savile, and the late Right 
Honourable Charles Townfhend, in his de- 
fence of the Minority, on the queftion re- 
lating to' general warrants, gave currency to 
this opinion, for he faid in it, " That Lord 
Halifax might iflue out another general war- 
rant under pretence of the laft libel the Bud* 
get ; and he may order, as he did before, fix 
meflengers to inquire for the author, and to 
feize upon any perfon whom they think pro- 
per, and his papers; and what law remains 
in allowed force to deter them from feizing^ 
upon^ the ground of deceived opinion, the 
perfon of that honourable gentleman, whom 
fome people allege they know, and many be-^ 
lieve, to have been, in part at leaft, the author 
of that excellent and unanfwered work ? la 
this cafe it is true, the outcry would be great 
and general, from the charader of the perfoa 

thus 
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thus treated; his ancient family; his exten- 
five, though concealed generofity, and his 
popularity in that large manufaduring and 
wealthy county, which he reprefents with 
fuch entire fatisfaftion to his conftituents, atndf 
fo much reputation to himfelf/' See the ar- 
ticle in the Appendix marked P. 

Perhaps Sir George Savile might give to' 
Mr. Hartley fome affiftance, but the lattet 
gentleman was undoubtedly the writer. The 
Budget was a very Iharp attack upon Mr. 
Grenville's plan of finance for the year 1 764. 
Mr, Grenville was very much hurt by it. 
There was a paragraph in it; near the end, 
upon which he intended to have inftituted a 
profecution. The paragraph was as follows: 

" Tliere is a degree of malice in the pre- 
fent miniftry, againft their country, that is 
beyond example. They forced themfelves by 
violence and intrigue into the conduct of 
public affairs, at a time when the general 
voice of their country was loudly againft 
them.' They came in to expofe the pre- 
tended nakednefs of their country, to aft 

Vol. II. L enemy 
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enemy who was at the laft gafp. They vili-^ 
fied our advantages j they falfified our fitua* 
tion; they proclaimed our diftrefs in the moft 
exaggerated terms, when that very diftrefs, 
compared with the real calamities of our 
enemies, was triumph. Upon that fatal day, 
when this fyftem of miniftry came to the 
helm, was firft promulgated the defolation 
^nd debility- of this country. Inftead of 
jQiewing to our enemies the hopeleflhefs of 
^ir fituation, they gave them encourage- 
ment to expe£t an univerfal confufion here; 
minifter lying in wait to perplex minifter; 
brother to fupplant brother; and the whole 
fyftem of affairs thrown into a treacherous 
confternation. Advertifements went to the 

« 

enemy, that, if they would hold their breath 
a few hours, we would raife the clamour 
for peace here; inftead of telling them, that 
we had at that moment the funds for two 
years to come, viz. the beer duty granted in 
December 1760, and the fpirit duties, which 
had been granted the preceding feffion, but 
were poftponed for the fervice of the year. 
1 762 ; [and even Mr. Whately, in his Confi* 
derations on Trade and Finances, admits that 

money 
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aicJney to carry oA the ; wdt; mighty ar that : 
time, have been obtained at three per cent.] 
which at the pinch of the war, is the point 
gained* and, therefore, that they (the ene* 
miea) could have nothing tO; hope for, but, 
ftill to be beaten for two complete years, by 
an enemy in the .full career .: of victory. 
Neither could this prove a vain boaft, for the 
faculties of this country were fo far from 
being exhaufted, that, at that hour, we were ^ 
provided with funds for more money than all 
our previous fuccefles had coft us: infomuch, 
that on the eighteenth of December 1760^ 
the parliament having provided twelve mil- 
lions for the next year, we had ftill left an- 
other fund capable of producing twelve 
millions more, to be poftponed for the fervice 
of a farther year, being thus fuperabundantly 
provided. In this height of glory did the 
evil genius of this country aim the fatal 
blow, which has reduced us to be faithlefs 
and friendlefs throughout the world/' 

Upon the preceding extraft, the opinion 
of the Honourable Mr. Charles Yorke was. 
(aken ; and he pronounced it to be a libel : 

L 2 but 



but Mr* Grenviite confulted fome of hU^ 
friends, who thdught differently from Mr. 
Yorfce ; and tbe opinion prevailing, that the 
Budget had been written by Sir George: 
Savile, it waa not judged prudent to com-- 
raehge a proiecutioo againfl a cfaaracf^ of 
fuch eminence and refpeAability. 

• • - • . ■ ... 

- - r - 

fnthe-yesrf fbHowing, (1765,) Mr. Hartley 
vrtott another trafl on the fame fubje6r, whichr 
he called, •• The Skate of the Nation ; with a. 
preliminary Defence of the Bodget-r" This- 
defence of the Budget wa« a reply to the 
tra<a intitted ^ Remarks^ oft the Budget,** 
whkh had feeen written trader Mr^ GrenviUc'a 
eye, by Mr. Charles Lloyd, who was his pri* 
Vate feeretary. The State of the Nation con-' 
fifted of Mr. Hartky^s account of the^ finances? 
of fhatyean 

At the commencement of the year 1768, he 
publiflied another trad on the finances, which 
he intitled " A Caveat on the Part of Public 
Credit, previous to the opening of the Budget 
for the prefent Year' 1 768/' 

The 
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The celebrity of thefe tracts, and his gc^ 
neral knowledge of finance^ induced his friends 
to wifli to iee him in parliament. 

He was accordingly eleded for Kingfton 
upon Hull ; but not until the American 
troubles had commenced. His condu(3: in 
Parliament was almofi; confined to queilions 
and motions relating to thofe troubles. His 
confliant* and mod anxious defire^was a recon- 
ciliation between the mother country and her 
colonies. His frequent motions in parlia- 
ment in order to obtain peace with America, 
and his arguments in fupport of thofe motions, 
are to be found in the Parliamentary Regiiler 
of that time. But a trad: which he publijQied, 
intitled " Letters on the American Way; 
addrefTed to the Mayor, Corporation, and 
BurgefTes of Hull ;'' contain his own ftate- 
ment of his condu^fi in parliament ; together 
with many fa£ts and arguments which are 
not any where clfe to be met with. 

Thefe letters develope the caufes, and ftate 
the impolicy/l)f the war with America, in a 
very ftrong and intelligent manner : and his 

L 3 being 
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being the intimate friend of Dr. Franklin, 
Mr. Digges, and feveral other American gen- 
tlemen, during their refidence in England, 
previous and until the commencement of the 
war, leaves no doubt that the feveral fa£ts, 
deduftions, and arguments, therein dated; 
are all of thcba well founded ; and therefore 
are peculiarly interefting to the future in- 
quirer. The impartial hiftorian of this period, 
if ever fuch a perfon fhould arife, will receive 
an invaluable fund of materials from this gen- 
tleman's writings. 

His thorough knowledge of the America^ 
fubjeft, and his intimacy with Dr. Franklin^ 
pointed him out as the moft proper perfon 
to negotiate the treaty of peace with America, 
in the year 1783. He was accordingly ap- 
pointed Minifter Plenipotentiary to Paris, for 
that purpofe, and concluded the treaty. 

In the year 1794 he wrote another trafl:, 
which he intitled '^ Argument on the French 
Revolution, and the Means of P^ace." In this 
tra<S, Mr.'IIajrtley has ftated the.caufes and im- 
portanqe of the French revolution, in thie 

cleareft 
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cleareft manner poffible : an extract from it 
will therefore not be unacceptable to the 
reader. 



" The French," he fays, " fell into civil con- 
tefts, a few years ago, refpefling fome pro- 
pofed reformations of their political confti- 
tution. In the period of three years, from 
1789 to 1 79 1, the reformations were com- 
pleted, and the conftitution renovated upon 
principles of reafon and inveftigation, with 
the aflent of the then King and People of 
France, From a defpotic it became a limited 
monarchy ; all the intolerable grievances of 
defpotifm being expelled, and the new go- 
vernment, reformed, as nearly as the cafe 
would admit, upon principles fimilar to the 
limited monarchy of Great Britain. 

** It does not appear that furrounding 
nations thought very deeply of the refuhing 
and influential example of defpotifm reformed 
within the bounds of reafon and Britifli li- 
berties. Th? fovereigns of Europe, blinded 
with faftidious defpotifm, feemed to defpife 
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the influence of reafon as unworthy of their 
regard. But when the fyftematic perfeverancc 
of three years had brought the great work 
into a practicable fhape, they began to fear 
the influential example of reformed defpotifm, 
and from that period confederacies of Euro- 
pean powers were formed for the deflru£tioa 
of the new conftitution of France, and for the 
partition of its territory. The dates of thefe, 
conventions and treaties were long before any 
hofliile preparations on the part of France.. 
The treaty of Pavia was on the 6th of July 
1^791 ; the convention of Pilnitz on the 26th of 
Augufl: 1791 ; and various other preparatory 
treaties, on the part of the fovereigns of Eu- 
rope, were formed in the courfe of the year 
1 79 1. Of all thefe matters, explanations 
were demanded on the part of France, and 
refufed by the combined powers; and (ac- 
cording to the cufl:oms of nations) France 
declared war upon the refufal of various ne- 
ceflary explanations- — fuch as, the caufe of 
armaments by the combined powers, the coa- 
lition with the French emigrants, fupplying 
them with arms, &c. &c. 

« All 
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** All thefe points arc now become fafl:s 
of notoriety, 

** The French did not declare war iinih 
the Emperor until the month of April I792t 
which was many months fubfequent to va- 
rious treaties and confederacies entered into 
againil France by the Emperor, and mod of 
the European powers. The forbearance on 
the part of France, confidering the notoriety 
of various treaties againft themfelves, with 
the public and avowed fupport, inrolment, 
and arming of the emigrants, was very much 
" within the ordinary forbearance of independ- 
ent ftates, and in no degree to compare, for 
peremptory promptitude of defiance, to the 
proceedings of the Britifh miniftry, in the 
year 1756, in taking 25,000 feamen from 
the French, before the declaration of war* 
In the dubious (late of alarm in which the 
National Aflembly found themfelves in- 
volved, in the beginning of the year 1792, 
it was undoubtedly not their intereft to pro^ 
voice hoftilities with all furrounding nations^ 
They were fully apprifed of the hoftile dit 
pofition of the European powers to their new 

4 confti- 
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conftitotion, and ftiU more apprehenfive of 
the infincerity of the French court itfel^* 
againft the reformed conftitution, although 
it had been accepted by the King, with the 
fuHeft profeffions of choice and complacence^ 
The great obje£t of jealoufy, at that time 
was the Auftrian Committee, fo called; of 
the cxiftence of which, the proofs or pre- 
iumptions are not within our view, any 
farther than as they may argue, that the 
French were urged into the war, by confe-^ 
dcracy of councils, as well as preparations of 
arms againft them^ 

^ I dwell upon the indifpofition of the 
French to be involved in univerfal war, be^ 
caufe it was fo much their intereft to have 
avoided it, hi the beginning, and ftill more 
remains their intereft now, to be extricated 
from war. From thence I draw this in- 
ference, that the French will be difpoled, at 
any moment, to concur in the abatement 
of the wari on the condition of being left 
unmolefted by other nations, refpeding, their 
new conftitution ; and on -their parts leaving 
all other nations unmolefted in all their do* 

minions 
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tninions and forms of government, and all 
other intereft? whatfoever. 

^* A very notorious proof occurred in the 
commencement of the revolution, to fhew, 
that the new government of France neither 
had, nor could have, any intereft in difturbing 
the governments of other countries, not even 
in a cafe where an obvious fraternity of caufc 
feemed to call upon them. The States of 
Brabant, by their Plenipotentiary, M. Van- 
demoot, prefented a letter of requifitiori to 
the Affembly and the King, requefting the 
interpbfition of the power of France, in fup- 
port of their recent claims of emancipation 
from the dominion of the Emperor, their 
fovereign. But the National Affembly totally 
fefufed all aid and interference ; they per- 
fifted, through the courfe of an whole twelve- 
month, to remain tranquil and paffive by-ftand- 
ers, whilft the Imperial power purfued and e£- 
fe£ted the complete re-conqueft of the Auftrian 
Flanders, by force of arms. This refufal to in- 
terfere in any civil conteft, foreign to them, con- 
tinued through the whole of theyear 1 790 ; but 
After the year 1791, when the Empfcror Leo- 
pold 
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pold began to negotiate a general confede* 
racy of the powers of Europe ^ainft the new 
conftitution of France, the National Aflembly 
took up, with rage, the caufe of Belgic liberty, 
as an ad; of hoflility to that prince, who had 
put himfelf at the head of the grand confede^ 
racy of fovcreigns, againil: the libieration of 
the commons of France. This aft was therefore 
an aft of defenfive hoftility, after a previous 
declaration of war againft the Emperor. 

^ Similar conduft ftands in frequent ex* 
ample among nations. Henry IV. of France, 
and Queen Elizabeth of England, did both 
fupport the original revolt of the Belgic pro- 
vinces againft Philip IL of Spain. Charles L 
of England fupported the proteftant infur- 
gents at Rochellc, againft the tyranny of the 
thrown of France, during the adminiftration 
of Cardinal Richlieu : but the power of Rich- 
lieu prevailed, and the French hation has 
groaned under the cruelties of dei^otifm^ 
from that fatal day, until the prefent revo- 
lution of liberty and rights. Louis XI V* 
and Louis XV. fupported various rebellions 

againft the decided conftitutiona of thefe king- 
doms. 



dorns. LcAiis XVL fuppdtted the Atne« 
rican caufe againft fke ckims of taxoti^m and 
kgiflation oa the part of Great Britaia. > 

^ There is no device of war more ftudied, 

or more frequently put mto praftice, than: 

exciting civil tumnhs in an enemy's country. 

If the French Convention had confined thdr 

decrees of fevoludonary fraternization, fpc- 

cifically to nations with whom they were 

aftuaHy at war, or under fuch violent pre- 

fumption of meditated injury, as would have 

juftified a declaration, or an a£l of war, (ac- 

cording to the laws of nations,) no exceptioa 

could have been taken to their cohdudL But 

their declarations were general and unqu^ 

nfied, and therefore gave general and jufti- 

fiable offence. When the miniff ry of Great 

Britain remonftrated againft die unqualified 

generality of fraternizing decrees, the French 

mlniilry gave an explanation, which although 

h mcight not be confidered as the obvious con- 

ftruftion upon the decree of November 19, 

1792, was, however, a proferred explanation, 

and therefore might have been accepted as 

the amende honorable^ reducing the principle 

of 
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of rdvolutionfary fraternization to the qualfc 
fied cafe, towards nations in hoftility. It 
was a moft unfortunate meafure, infinitely td. 
be lamented, that the qualifying explanation 
was not accepted. If it had been accepted, 
^I the miferies 'of war might have been faved^ 
and we might have been at peace now* No^ 
nation is to be prefumed, from a lapfe o£ 
phrafe, fubfequently retraced, to repiain in 
^e perfevering intention .of doing any aftf^ 
iiot only contrary to their retradtation, but^ 
moft of all, contrary to th^ir intereft^ 
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^^ The French nation have given a full 
proof in ,the cafe of the Belgian revolutioujj 
that they are not ready to declare themfelves. 
the univerf^ champions of revolutionary li-* 
berty, throughout the world. , There was 
great prudence of condud in that reftrainfe 
Neither has that prudence deferted them at 
this hour. In their new conftitution of June 
1793, they have inferted, as a fundamental 
and declaratory principle, the political inde- 
pendence of nations. They fay, * they wiU 
• not interfere in the government of othe? 
^ nations j they will not fuffer other natiofts 
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^ to interfere with the government of their 

* own.' (Article 1 19 of the a£le conftitutionel 
of the French Republic, 1793.) I am anxious 
to explain this point: becaufe it appears Xo 
me to have been the only embarraffment to 
the negotiation of peace« The article pre^ 
ceding that above-mentioned (viz. article 
118) is very lignificant on this head of clear- 
ing the way to negotiation of peace: viz. 
article 118,^ The French people are the friend 

* and natural ally of free people.^ The pecu- 
liar view of this article is to exprefs, that fra- 
ternization does not commence except with 
nations, either in pofTeffion, or in the a£iive 
vindication of civil freedom, by the univerfal 
and unequivocal exertion of the national will : 
tiiereby fignifying that they do not offer their 
fraternization to urge nations to the over- 
throw of any governments exifting in tran- 
quillity, for the purpofe, even of political 
emancipation, by the .excitement of a civil 
war» They have felt the offence which a 
lapfe of preeifion in phrafe has excited againft 
them ; and therefore they purfue the recovery 
of that lapfe, by the peace-offering to all fo- 
reign nations, contained in thefe two articles. 
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^ It is not poffible that the French natidn 
can have any other view than peace, and 
the poflefiioii of their new conftitutioil* The 
fiibitaoce of this article 1 1 8, is precifely the 
conftrodUon which M. Chauvelin offered to 
the Britiih miniflry^ in abatement of the of- 
fence which had been taken with the unqua^- 
Kfied fratenuzing decree of November 1792. 
If the confederate nations have any real defire 
for peace, confiftent with fecurity to them-* 
felves, the purport of thefe overtures is moft 
evidently calculated to give them full fatit* 
isi&ion^ They are a peace-oflfering to thofc 
who are willing to underfland. 

** We are furrounded in a world of con- 
fternation. '^ Novel principles of fociety have 
now tajk;en pofTeilion of the minds of men 
throughout the world. The fcience of po- 
litics is no longer limited merely to the ar- 
rangement of a balance of powers between 
the various members of any community, as 
in a date of contentious fociety : the do£brine 
of free compa£k, founded on the Rights of 
Man, is now claimed by mankind in a mafs, 
as their indefeafible right. Twenty-five mil- 
lions 
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lions of men have thrown down the gauntlet 
in that caufe. By this principle the rights 
in fociety are now to be decided j the chal- 
lenge is loudly proclaimed, and will qot brook 
evafion or delay. I fufpeft the compulfive 
application of this principle is nearer to all 
defpotic governments than is generally ap- 
prehended. We cannot but recognize a prin-* 
ciple capable of that application, in recent 
etents, which have already decided in one - 
moment of time the total fate of the French 
revolution. A London Gazette, reciting the 
tumults of Odober 5 and 6, 1789, ftates, th^t 
^ the word to fire was no fooner given, than 

* the Regiment de Flandre clubbed their arms 
^ to a man, and other regiments alfo lai4 

* down their arms.' An important fecret is 
here developed ; which is, that the multitudi- 
nous and inferior ranks of men, who (land in 
rank and file, have a decifive negative in all 
civil contefts, by clubbing their arms to a 
man. The conteft in France has been a civil 
war between two clafles of men ; the one 
clafs confiding of twenty-four millions, the 
other clafs of one million. The high, few j 
the many, low. From the higheft pinnacle 

Vol. IL M^ tq 



l62 DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

I 

to the loweft abyfs ! A horrid chafm between ! 
In this tremendous chafm has the defpotifm 
of France been ingulphed. — A fermon of deep 
inftrudion to mankind 1 

*' There is another royal document that 
generalizes the foregoing. It bears the title 
of* Reafons that his Pruffian Majeftyoppofes 

* to the geperal Armament of the Inhabitants 

* of the .Empire of Germany,' viz. (after 
fome previous, but not unimportant matter) 

* That it is infinitely dangerous at a time 

* like the prefent, when the French are watch- 

* ing every advantage to infinuate their prin- 

* ciples, to affemble fuch a mafs of men, 

* whofe ideas upon forms of government 

* muft be various, and amongft whom, con- 

* fequently, diflenfions might arife, difaftrous 

* in their confequences both to the armies and 

* to the conilitution of the empire.' 

** This declaration baffles all comment, and 
defies all aggravation. The whole empire of 
Germany is declared to be on the tiptoe of 
infurredion^ congenial in fentiment, and pre- 
meditating 
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meditating in their hearts to follow the exam- 
ple of France. All the expecting millions p^ 
the German empire are thus fuperadded to 
the actual millions of revolutionifts in France. 
And if thefe are truths refpeding the nations 
of Germaay and France, it follows, by 
inevitable confequence, that all other millionsf 
throi^ghout defpottc nations of Europe are ii^ 
a ftate of preparation and promptitude to re- 
ceive thofe principles of refiftance to defpo- 
tifm, which the French are watghing every 
advantage to infinuate. The arguments in 
this manifefto have no bounds ; they generalize 
the principles of the French revolution, to 
the predeftinated deftrudtion of every defpopc 
government througho^it the \^orl4." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 
yOSUH WEDGWOOD, Es^. 

His Dtfcoveries, 2^^^, and Merits as a ManU". " 
fadlurer : as a Pbilofopher : as an inland 
Navigator. His injlitution of an AJfociation 
in London^ which be called the General 
Chamber of Manufa&urers of Great fy-itain. 
His Oppqfition to Mr. Pitt*s Propofttions con^. 
cerning the Trade with Ireland. j^ccQunt of 
the Chamber of ManufaElurers. The Mem^ 
hers of the Chamber differ on the Commercial 
Treaty with France. The Chamber diffolved. ' 

E was the maker of his own fortune j 
and his country has been benefited by his 
pxertions in a proportion not tp be calculated. 

His many difcoveries of new fp^cies of 
earthen wares and porcelains, his ftudied 
fofms and challe ftyle of decoration, and the 
porre^^efe and judgment with which all hia 

works 
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works were executed iinder his own eye, and 
hf aiPtifts for the moft part of his own formings 
have, turned the current in this branch of 
commerce ; for, before his time, England im- 
ported the finer earthen wares, but for more 
than twenty years paft he has exported them 
to a very great annual amount, the whole of 
which is drawn from the earth, and from the 
induftry of the inhabitants ; while the na- 
tional tafte has been improved, and its repxl* 
tationraifed in foreign coutitries. 

His inventions have ]f)rodigioufly incfeafed 
the niimbfer of perions employed in the pot- 
teries, atid in the traflSc and tranfport of their 
materials from diftant parts of the kingdom; 
and this clafs of manufadlures is alfo indebted 
to him for much mechanical contrivance and 
arrangement in their operations ; his private 
manufactory having had for thirty years and 
Upwards, all the efficacy of a public work ot 
experiment* 

Neither was he unkiiown in the walks of 

* . . . • • 

Jphilofophy— -His communications to the Royal 

M 3^ Society, 
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Society, of which he was a member, fhewecJ 
a mind enlightened by fcience, and contributed 
to procure him the efteem of fcientifk men at 
homei; and throughout Europe^ 

. At an early period of his life, feeing the 
impoffibility of extending confiderably the 
manufadory he was engaged in, on the fpot 
which gave him birth, without the advantscges 
of inland navigation, he was the propofer of 
the Grand Trunk Canal, and the chiqf agent 
in obtaining the aft of parliament for making 
it, againft the prejudices of the landed intereft, 
tvhich at that time ftood very high, and but 
juft before had been with great difficulty over- 
come in another quarter by all the powerful 
influence of a noble Duke, whofe canal was 
at that time the only one that had been con- 
ftruded in this kingdom. The Grand Trunk 
Canal is ninety miles in length, uniting the 
rivers Trent and Merfey ; and branches have 
fmce be^n made from it to the Severn, to 
Oxford, and to many other parts, and it will 
alfo have a communication with the Grand 
Jundion Canal from Braunfton to Brentford. 

He 
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He was the founder, and chief pjromoter^ of 
an affociation of manufadlurers in London, 
which he denominated " The General Cham- ' 
ber of the Manufadurers of Great Britain/* 

The occafion of this inftitution was, Mr^ 
Pitt's propofitions, in the year 1786, for ad- 
jufting the commercial intercourfe between 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

When thefe propofitions were made public, 
Mr. Wedgwood faw them pregnant with in- 
finite mifchiefs to the Britifh manufacturers: 
with many he coriverfed, and to others he 
wrote^ He was adtive and affiduous in writ- 
ing and printing, upon this great national 
fubjedt. He circulated his opinions in hand- 
bills, in letters, effays, and paragraphs, in the 
newfpapers ; and by every poflible mode that 
he could take, to alarrix the manufacturers of 
the whole kingdom ; and diredt their atten- 
tion to the feveral fubjeCls, and parts of the 
propofitions which affedted their particular 
interefts. Under a leader of fuch penetration 
and induftry, the aflbciation was quickly 
formed, of all the principal manutadurers, 

M 4 whp. 
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who, by either perfonal attendance, or by de- 
legates, became members of it. 

Thomas Walker, Efq. of Manchefter, wa&, 
next to Mr. Wedgwood, the moft ardent and 
adtive member. His account of the General 

■ V 

Chamber of Manufadurers is worthy of no-» 
tice. 

4 . . ^ 

With refped to the origin of the Chamber, 
he fays, every one knew the occafion of its 
being inftituted at the time it was ; and muft 
be fenfible, that it was intended to give that 
union and ftrength to the manufadluring in* 
terefts of Great Britain, which they had never 
before obtained, and which they never flood 
more in need of than, at that period — to ar- 
reft the hand then lifted up to give a moft 
deep and dangerous wound to the manufac-^ 
tures of this kingdom. He alluded to the 
propofitions fent from the Irifh to the Britifti 
Parliament, for its affent. 

When the alarm had taken place to a con- 
fiderable dej^ee, it was obferved with con- 
cern, how little effed was produced by 

appli- 
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applications from fingle and unconnected 
individuals. Their vpice was too feeble to 
be heard alone. A meeting was therefore 
propefed, and held, of manufacturers in 
L0ndon, and fuch delegates and individuals 
from the country as were then in town, to 
confider of their fituation, as well as that of 
the Britifh manufacturers at large, and the 
fteps neceffary to be taken, both for their 
prefent fafety and future protection. The 
refolutions entered into at that and the fub- 

* 

fequent meetings were laid before the public. 

Thus did the General Chamber of Manu- 
facturers of Great Britain originate from 
the too well founded apprehenfions of immi- 
Qent danger to fome of their moft effential 
interefts as manufa(3:urers ; and not from any 
party or faCtious motives, as had been falfely ' 
afferted by fome, and too eafily believed by 
others. 

One circumftance he could not omit, as it 
exhibited a fpirit of true patriotifm in the 
gentlemen who compofed the Chamber^ and 
a confidence in the honour and integrity of 
their brethren, which did the higheft credit 

both 
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both to the one and to the other. The 
Chamber (he aflerted, he fpoke from his own 
perfonal knowledge) finding, that in the 
bufinefs before them, there was not a mo- 
ment to be loft, nobly difdained to wafte any 
time, or a iingle thought, upon pecuniary 
matters, which might be adjufted afterwards 
at greater leifure ; but advanced, without 
hefitation, the money neceflary for all imme- 
diate calls, and pledged themfelves for the 
reft. This, he faid, was an inftance of that 
unbounded confidence which, when occa- 
lion calls for it, one honeft member of a 
community ought to place in another ; and 
this confidence would be continued among 
members of any fociety, fo long as there 
remained fufEcient virtue to deferve it. And 
whilft this confidence was preferved and 
kept up between the body of Manufacturers 
and their General Chamber, it would be ' the 
fureft pledge to them of protedlion againft 
any future intended blow, which might be 
too fudden in its approach to admit of other- 
wife collecting the fcattered ftrength of the 
manufafturers to withftand it, and too 
weighty in its nature for any fmgle arm to 

defend itfelf againft. 

With 
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With regard to the effeds of the meafures 
which had been taken from time to time by 
the members of the Chamber, it would re- 
quire much detail to bring them forward to 
public view ; but one of the principal ought 
by no means to pafs unnoticed. — ^When, to 
their utter aftonifhment, they were firft in- 
formed, from undoubted authority, that the 
Irifli propofitions muft neither be altered nor 
modified in any refpeft whatever, but muft 
Hand or fall precifely in their original form j 
they immediately fent a deputation to rhe 
Minifter to pray for time, if it was even but 
for a few days, till they could confult their 
conftituents in the country; and upon re- 
ceiving an abfolute refufal, together with a 
confirmation of the above from the Minifter 
himfelf, and a declaration, at the faAe time, 
that the bufinefs fliould be brought on in the 
^Hbufe of Commons, in two days at fartheft 
—a petition was immediately drawn up, ' 
figned, and prefented the next day to the 
Houfe, praying, that the petitioners might 
be heard by themfelves and counfel, againft 

the propofitions. ^It was by this judicious 

and w^U-timed meafure that the ruin at- 

6 tendant 
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tendant upon the Irifli propofitions was firft 
averted ; and it was to the fubfequent Spirited 
and unwearied exertions of the Chamber^ 
together with the fupport they received from 
the friends of our manufadures in both 
Houfes of Parliament, that we owe the 
alterations which the propofitions underwent^ 
and the change of the original eleven into 
twenty; which, by procuring time for due 
conftderation^ caufed the ultimate difguft 
conceived againft the wbole^ by the moil 
refpectable and independent part of Parlia- 
ment, and by almoft, if not the whole, of 
the people of Ireland, 

If, at that important crifis, there had not 
been a body ready to aft with that prompt-^ 
nefs ana refolution which the occafion de-* 
manded, if the manufacturers throughout 
the illand muft firft have been confultcd, the 
opportunity, fo happily fcized, would have 
been loft for ever, and the confequences in 
all probability would have been fatal to our 
beft interefts. The original propofitions 
would, moft probably, have been, at this 
day, the eftablifhed law of the land ; and 
' many 
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ijiany Britifti manufadurers would have felt 
the ruinous effedls of that law, before they 
became acquainted with its nature, or mode 
of operation. How many other* important 
ipatters may yearly arife, and call for the like 
promptnefs both in decifion and execution, 
the wifeft man could not forefee : and if this 
ijyftitution, even in its infant and unfupported 
ftate, (rendered alfo, by the complexion of 
affairs at that time, fo obnoxious to the 
Treafury Bench, th^t it was determined it 
ijipuld, if poffible, be crufhed,) if, in that, 
fituation, it had rendered us fuch eflential 
fervices, what uxight we not expedl from its 
riper years, when government fhould be 
cpnvinced of its integrity and impartiality, 
and place confidence in its informations? — — 
Vfhen it fhould be gu;ded, patronized, and 
fupported by the wifdom and counfel, aa 
well as by the purfes, of the principal and 
pioft experienced manufafturers throughout 
Great Britain ? 

The projeift intended by^the Irifh propo- 
fitions being totally defeated, th^ members 
cf the Chamber held their meetings only oc- 



ft 
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cafionally. But in the following year, 1787, 
an event happened which called forth al| 
their ad:ive exertions. This was the com- 
mercial treaty with France, negotiated by 
Mr. Eden, now Lord Auckland. Upon this 
fubjeft, Mr. Wedgwood was as ardent in fup- 
port of Mr. Pitt, as he had before been againft 
him. And Mr. Walker, viewing the com- 
mercial treaty in a very different light from 
Mr. Wedgwood, the Chamber became dividr 
ed. Mr. Wedgwood, and thofe who were 
of his opinion, abfented themfelves ; and in 
a little time the Aflbciation was difTolved, 
A few copies of the proceedings of the 
Chamber, concerning the treaty with France, 
were printed, but ik)t publiflied. As it is 
poflible that in fome future day they may 
be ufeful, ,the reader will fee them preferved 
in the Appendix, marked Q^ 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Founder of American Greatnefs. Bred at Bof 
ton. Printer at Philadelphia. Comes to 
London. Returns to America. Made Clerk 
of the AJJembly^ and Pof-Majler of Phila- 
delphia. Propofes^ with Succefs^ an AJfa* 
ciation to defend the Province. • EleSted a 
Member of the General AJJembly. Dijputes 
between the Proprietaries and the AJfembly. 
The Anfwers to the Governor s Mejfages,^ 
afcribed to Dr. Franklin. Rotation from 
one of them. Made PoJi^MaJler-General 
of all America. Propofes the Congrefs held 
at Albany. Plan of the Albany Union. 
Another Plan propofed^ and communicated 
to Dr. Franklin. His Anfwers to it. North- 
ern Frontier attacked : levies Troops^ and 
goes to protest it. Sent Agent to England. ' 
Settles the Difputes between the Proprietaries 
and the Affembly. Honours conferred on 
him in Great Britain. Anfwers' a Pam^ 
phlet 'written by MeJJieurs Burkes. Returns 
to America. Receives the Thanks of the 

Affembly^ 
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AJfembly^ and rewarded for his Services^ 
jippowted Agent again. His ConduEl on 
thi^ Occajton well known. Vijits the Con^ 
tinent of Europe. Petitions^ with others y 
for a Grant of Lands on the Ohio. Report 
of the Board of Trade againfl the Petition. 
Dr. Franklin s Anfiver to the Report of the 
Board of Trade. Prayer of the Petition 
granted. Lord Hill/borough refigns on that 
Account. Affair of Hutchinfon s and Oliver s 
Letters. Dr. Franklin leaves England. 
War with America. Appoint ted Minijler 
Plenipotentiary to France. His Condudlors 
removed from the Slueeti s Houfe. Orrery 
defroyed^in America. War fbould not ffe 
^made on the Sciences. Several Attempts to 
open a Negotiation with him at Paris. Has 
l^riendjhip for Mr. Silas Deane. Sends Mr. 
Thornton to England. Injlance of Mr. 
Foxs great political Sagacity. Dr. Franklin 
concludes the Peace between Great Britain 
and America. He returns to America. His 
Philofophy. Dies. Honours to his Memory.. 

vy F this Philofopher, Legiflator, and Statef- 
tnan, it will be faid, that like the Czar, Peter 
the Firft, he was the prpjeQ:or and founder 

of 
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.of; his country's greatnefs and power. He 
,wilhed moft fincerely for the continuance of 
the connexion between Great Britain and 
her colonies J becaufe he was tonvinced, it 
was the mutual intereft of both to preferve 
it. But when he faw the councils of Gf'eat 
Britain violently proceeding to the point of 
enflaving America, he devoted the force of 
his underftanding and penetration to the in- 
tereft of his country. 

He was bred a printer at Bofton in New 
England. At the age of only feventeen years, 
he quitted his father at Bofton, and went to 
Philadelphia, where he followed his profeflion 
Tome time. His talents foon diftinguifhed 
Tiim. He was encouraged to go to London 
Vp perfedt himfelf ilk the knowledge of his 
tirade. He remained in London feveral years j 
after which he returned to Philadelphia, and 
commenced trade on his own account, as a 
7)rintcr and ftationer, and met with the greateft 
fuccefs. 

In the year 1736 he was appointed clerk 
to the General A^Tembly of Pennfylvania, and 
poft-mafter of the city of Philadelphia. 
. Vol. IL N In 
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In the year 1744, during the wrar he* 
tween Great Britain and France, fome Frenclk 
and Indians committed feveral depredationk 
on the frontier inhabitants of the province, 
<^ho were entirely -defencelefs. At this crifis 
Franklin ftepped forth, and propofed to a 
meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, aplati 
of aflbciation, for the defence of the province. 
This wras approved of, and figned by twelve 
hundred perfons immediately ; and in a fevv 
days the number of figners amounted to ten 
thoufand. Franklin was chofen colonel of 
the Philadelphia regiment. 

In the year 1747 he was chofen repre- 
fentative for Philadelphia, in the General 
Aflembly of Pcnnfylvania. Warm difputes 
at this time fubfifted between the Aflembly 

and the proprietaries ; each contending for 

• ■ ■ . 

what they conceived to be their rights. 

■ • . ' 

Franklin, a friend to the rights of man from 
his infancy, foon diftinguifjied himfelf as an 
opponent to the fchemes of the proprietaries. 
He was looked up to as the head of the op- 
pofition ; and to him h^ve been attributed 
many of the replies, of the aflemblies, to the 

meflages 
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meflages of the governors. His manner was 
.plain and mild: his ftyle of fpeaking was, 
like that of his writing, (imple, unadorned, 
and concife. With this plain n^anner, and his 
penetrating and folid judgment, he was able 
to confound the moft eloquent and fubtile of 

his adverfaries. In one of the anfweiis of the 

* 

aflembly to the governor, there is a fliort paf- 
' fage of great' beauty and fublimity. It is in 
thefe words ; ** Thofe who would give up 
eflential liberty, to purchafe a little temporary 
fafety, deferve neither liberty nor fafety." 
Upon which, the writer of the Hiftorical 
Review of Pennfylvania makes this remark, 
" There is not in any volume, the facred 
.writings excepted, a paflage to be found better 
worth the veneration of free men." Page 290* 
edit. 1759. 

In the year 1753, Dr. Franklin having con- 
duded himfelf fo well in the office of poft- 
mafter for Philadelphia, was appointed poft- 
mafter general for all America. 

In the year 1754, when the French in Ca- 
nada had made feveral encroachments on the 

N 2 back 
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back fettlements of \he Britifli colonies, and 
greatly interrupted their trade with the In- 
dians, the meafure of a general congrefs wa8 
fuggefted by Dr. Franklin, to confift of com- 
miffioners from the different colonies. The 
idea was approved. The commiflioners were 
appointed, and met at Albany in the month 
of July 1754, to form a plan of union for 
their common defence. 

The plan they agreed upon was,~ in 
Ihort, this : " That a grand council (hould be 
formed, of members to be chofen by the af- 
femblies and fent from all the colonies ; which 
council, together with a governor general to 
be appointed by the crown, fliould be em- 
powered to make general laws to raife money 
in all the colonies for. the defence of the 
whole." This plan was fent to the govern- 
ment in England for approbation. America 
thought herfelf fufBciently able to cope with the 
French, without other affiftancej feveral of the 
colonies having alone in former wars withftood 
the whole power of the enemy, unaflifted not ' 
only by .the mother country, but by any of 
the neighbouring provinces. The plan, how- * 

ever* 
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ever, was not approved in England ; but a 
new one was formed inftead of it ; by which 
it was propofed, that " the governors of 
all the colonies, attended by one or two 
members of their refpedive councils, Ihould 
aflemble, concert raeafures for the defence of 
the whole, ered: forts where they judged 
proper, and raife what troops they thought 
neceffary, with power to draw on the treafury 
in England for the fums that fhould be 
wanted ; and the treafury to be reimburfed by 
a tax laid on the colonies by ad of parliament.'* 

This new plan being communicated by 
Governor Shirley to Dr. Franklin, occafioned 
the following letters from Dn Franklin ; 
which are worthy of prefer vation, as hifto- 
rical documents; 






Sir Tuef Jay morning. 

I return the loofe fheets of the plan, 
with thanks, to your Excellency for commu- 
nicating them. 

* 

" I apprehend, that excluding tfie people 
of the colonies from all fhare in the choice 

N3 * of 
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of the Grand Council, will give extreme diC- 
fatisfad:ion, as well as the taxing them by 

a£t of parliament, where they have no re- 
|)refentative. It is very poflible, that this 
general government might be as well and 
faithfully adminiftered without the people, 
as with them J but where heavy burdens 
have been laid on them, it has been found 
ufeful to make it, as much as poffible, their 
own a£t; for they bear better when they 
have, or think they have, fome Ihare in 
the diredion ; and when any public meafures 
are generally grievous or even diftafteful to 
the people, the wheels of government muft 
move more heavily." 

« 5 J j^ Wednefday morning. 

*' I mentioned it yefterday to your Excel- 
lency as my opinion, that excluding iht people 
of the colonies from all fhare in the choice of 
the Grand Council, would probably give ex- 
treme diflatisfaiSlion, as well as the taxing 
them by ad of parliament, where they have 
no reprefentative. In matters of general con- 
cern to the people, and efpecially where bur- 
dens are to be laid upon them, it is of ufe to 

confider. 
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confider, as well what they will be apt to 
think and fay, as what they ought to think : 
I fliall, therefore, as your Excellency requires 
it of me, briefly mention what of either kind 
occurs to me on this occafion. 

« 

^V Firft, they will fay, and perhaps with 
juftice, that the body of the people in the 
<;olonies are as loyal, and as firmly attached 
to the prefent conftitution, and reigning fa-^ 
mily, as any fubjedts in the king's dominions. . 

" That there is no reafon tQ doubt the 
readinefs and willingnefs of the reprefenta* 
tives they may choofe, to grant from time to 
time fuch fupplies for the defence of the 
country as Ihall be judged neceflary, fo far 
^s their abilities will allow. 

** That the people in the colonies, who 
are to feel the immediate mifchiefs of in- 
vafion and conqueft by, an enemy^ in the lofs 
of their eftates, lives, and libertieSj are likely 
to be better judges of the quantity of forces 
neceffary to be raifed and maintained, forts 
to be built and fupported, and of their owa 

N 4 abilities 
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abilities to bear the expence, than the par-^ 
liament of England at fo great a diftance. 

" That gOTcmors often come to the colo-i 
nies merely to make fortunes, with which 
they intend to return to Britain ; are not 
always men of the beft abilities or integrity, 
have many of them no eftate here, nor any 
natural connexions with us, that Ihould make 
them heartily concerned for our welfare ; 
and might poffibly be fond of raifmg and 
keeping up more forces than neceflary, from 
the profits accruing to themfelves, and to 
make provifion for their friends and de- 
pendants. 

" That the counfellors in moft of the eo- 
lonies being appointed by the crown, on the 
recommendation of governors, are often of 
fmall eftates, frequently dependent on the 
governors for offices, and therefore too much 
under influence. 

" That there is, therefore, great reafon to 
be jealous of a power in fuch governors and 
councils, to raife fuch fums as they fhall judge 

. necelTary, 
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BKeflary, by draft on the Lords of the Trea- 
fury, to be afterwards laid on the colonies by 
a£t of parliament, and paid by the people 
here ; fince they might abufe it by projecting 
ufelefs expeditions, harafling the people, and 
taking them from their labour to execute 
fuch' projeds, merely to create offices a,nd 
employments, and gratify their dependants* 
and divide profits, 

*' That the parliament of Elngland is at a 
great diftance, fubjeft to be mifmformed 
and mifled by fuch governors and councils, 
whofe united interefts might probably fecure 
them againft the effed of any complaint from 
hence. 

" That is fuppofed an undoubted right of 
Englifhmen not to be taxed but by their own 
confent given through their reprefentatives. 

*' That the colonies have no reprefentatives 
in parliament. 

" That t6propofe taxing them by parlia- 
ment, and refufe them the liberty of choofmg 

a reprc- 
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a reprefentativc council, to meet in the cohi 
lonies, and confider and judge of the necef^ 
fity of any general tax, and the quantum^ 
fhews a fufpicion of their loyalty to the 
crown, or of their regard for their country, or 
of their common fenfe and underftanding, 
which they have not deferved, 

^ That compelling the colonies to pay. 
money without their confent, would be rather 
like raifing contributions in an enemy's coun- 
try, than taxing of Englifhmen for their ow4 
public benefit. 

. " That it would be treating them as a con-*- 
quered people, and not as true Britifh fujbje^§, 

*' That a tax laid by the reprefentatives of 
the colonies might eafily be leflened as the ' 
occafions fhould leffen, but being once laid 
hy parliament under the influence of the re- 
prefentations made by governors, would pro- 
bably be kept up and continued for the be- 
nefit of governors, to the grievous burden 
and difcouragement of the colonies, and pre- . 
vention of their growth and iwreafe. 

"That 



/ 
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*^ That a power in governors to march 
the inhabitants from one end of the Britifh 
and French colonies to the other, being a 
country of at leaft 1500 miles fquare, without 
the approbation or confent of their repre- 
fentatives firft obtained to fuch expeditions, 
might be grievous and ruinous to the people, 
and would put them on a footing with the 
fubjefts of France in Canada, that now groan 
under fuch oppreflion from their governor^ 
who for two years pad has harafled them 
with long and deftrudiive marches to the 
Ohio. 

** That if the colonies in a body may be 
well governed by^governors and councils ap- 
pointed by the crown, without reprefentatives, 
particular colonies may as well or better be 
fo governed ; a tax may be laid on them all by 
aft of parliament for fupport of government, 
and their aflemblies may be difmifled as art 
ufelefs part of the conftitution. 

** That the powers propofed by the Albany 
plan of union, to be veiled in a Grand 
Council reprefentative of the people, even 

with 
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with regard to military ^matters, are not fo 
great as thofe the colonies of Rhode-Ifland 
and Connecticut are entrufted with by their 
charters, and have never abufed ; for by this 
plan, the prefident general is appointed by 
the crown, and controls all by his negative ; 
but in thofe governments the people choofe 
the governor, and yet allow him no nega- 
tive. 

" That the Britifh colonies bordering on, 
the French are properly frontiers of the Bri- 
tifli empire ; and the frontiers of an empire 
are properly defended at the joint expence of 
the body of the people in fuch empire : it 
would now be thought hard by adt of parlia-* 
ment to oblige the Cinque Ports or fea coafts 
of Britain to maintain the whole navy, be- 
caiife they are more immediately defended by 
it, not allowing them at the fame time a vote 
in choofmg members'of the parliament; and 
if the frontiers in America muft bear the ex- 
pence of their own defence, it feems hard to 
allow them no (hare in voting the money, 
judging of the neceffity and fum, or advifing 
the meafures. 

*' That 
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" That befides the taxes neceflary for the 
defence of the frontiers, the colonies pay- 
yearly great fums to the mother country un- 
' noticed : fof taxes paid in Britain by the 
landholder or artificer, rauft enter into and 
increafe the price of the produce of land and 
of manufactures made of it ; and great part 
of this is paid by confumers in the colonies, 
who thereby pay a confiderable part of the 
Britifli taxes. 

" We are reft rained in our trade with for 
reign nations ; and where we could be fup- 
plied with any manufadiure cheaper from 
them, but muft buy the fame dearer from 
Britain, the difference of price is a clear tax 
to Britain. We are obliged to carry great 
part of our produce directly to Britain, and 
where the duties there laid upon it leflen 
its price to the planter, or it fells for lefs than 
it wotild in foreign markets, the difference is 
a tax paid to Britain. 

" Some manufadlures we could make, but 
are -forbidden, and muft take them of Britifh 
merchants ; the whole price of thefe is a tax 
paid to Britain. 

**' By 
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*^ By our greatly increafing the demand 
and confumption of Britifli manufaftureSi thdu: 
•price is confiderably raifed of late years j the 
advance is clear profit to Britain, and enables 
its people better to pay great taxes ; and much 
of it being paid by us, is cl^ar tax to Britaia. 

*' In fliort, as we are not fufFered to regu- 
late our trade, and reftrain the importation 
and confumption of Britifli fuperfluities, (as 
Britain can the confumption of foreign fu^ 
perfluities,) our whole wealth centres finally 
among the merchants and inhabitants of Bri- 
tain ; and if we make them richer, and enable 
them better to pay their taxes, it is nearly 
the fame as being taxed ourfelves, and equally 
beneficial to the crown, 

. *' Thefe kind of fecondary taxes, however, 
.we do not complain of, though we have no 
fliare in the laying or difpofing of them; 
but to pay immediate heavy taxes, in the 
laying, appropriation, and difpofition of which 
we have no part, and which, perhaps, we may 
know to be as unneceflary as grievous, muft 
feem hard meafure to Engliflimen, who can- 
not conceive, that by hazarding their lives 

and 
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^nd • fortiihes in fubduing and .fettHrig new 
countries; extending the dominion and in- 
creafing the commerce of their mother nation, 
they have forfeited the native rights of Bri- 
tons, which they think ought rather to be 
given them as due to fuch merit, if they had 
been before in a ftate of flavery. 






Thefe, and fuch kind of things as thefe, 
I apprehend, will be thought and faid by the 
people, if the propofed alteration of the 
Albany plan fhould take, place. Then the 
adrainiftration of the Board of Governors and 
Qouncil fo appointed, not having any repre- 
.fcntadve body of the people to approve and 
unite ia its meafures, and conciliate the minds 
of the people to them, will probably become 
^ufpefted and odious; dangerous animofities 
^nd feuds will arife between the governors 
and governed, and every thing go into con- 
fufion. 

. ' '* Perhaps I am too appfehenflve in this 
matter ; but having freely given my opinion 
and rcafons, your Excellency can judge better 
than I whether tjiere be any weight in them, 

and 
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and the fliortnefs of the time allowed ;nid 
will, I hope, in fome degree, excufe the iin>- 
perfedions of-this fcrawl. - 

" With the greateft refped and fidelityV I 
have the honour to be, t •^* '- 

* ^* Your Excellency's "- ' ^ 

" Mod obedient, and moft humble fervanr, ^ 

" B. Franklin.'* 



'1 '' 
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*' Sir, Boftoh, Dec. 22, 1754. 

*' Since the conversation your Excellcfifclr 
was pleafed to honour me with, on the fiib^ 
je£l: of uniting the colonies more intimatelj^ 
with Great Britain, by allowing them re- 
prefentatives in parliament^ I hkve foitiethirig 
further confidered that matter, and ain'of 

r 

opinion, that fuch an union would be vet 
acceptable to the colonies, provided they 
aVeafonable number of reprefentatives allowed 
"them ; and that all the old afts of parliameiit 
reftraining the trade or cramping the'mahu- 
fa<9:ures of the colonies, be at the fame time 
repealed, and the Britifli fubjedls on this fide 
the water put, in thofe relpefbs, on the fame 
footing with thofe in Great Britain, till -the 
new parliament, reprcfenting the whole, ihall 

II think 
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thitik it for the intefeft of the whole to re- 
ena£fc fomfe- or all of them : it is not that 1 
imagine fb many reprefentatives will be al- 
lowed the colonies, as to have any great 
weight by their numbers j but I think there 
might be fufficient to occafion thofe laws tcr 
Ibe better 'and more impartially confiideredi 
and perhaps td overcome the private intereft 
of a petty corporation, or of any particular 
fet of artificers or traders in England, who 
heretofore feeiti, in fome inftances; to have 
been more regarded than all the colonies, or 
than was confiftent with the general intereft ot 
beft national good. I think too^ that the go* 
vemnfent of the colonies by a parliament, in 
which they are fairljr rfcpreferited, would be 
vaftly more agreeable to the people, than the 
method lately attempted to be introduced by 
royal inftruftions, as well as more agreeable 
to the nature of an Englifh conftitution, and 
to Englifh liberty ; and that fuch laws as 
now feem to bear hard on the colonies^ 
would (when judged by fuch a parliament for 
the beft intereft of the whole) be more cheer-p 
fully fubmitted to, and more cafily executed. 

Vol. II. ^ O "lihould 
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. " !I fliould hope too, that by fucH afl imidtl^ 
the pcopli9 of Ore?t Btitaiiii, and the people 
of the eolonies, would learn to confider them^ 
felvesy not as belonging to different €ommi>i 
Wtie$ wkti .different Interefta, but to one coaw^ 
ttiunity with one intercft, which J imagine 
would contribute to ftrengtheh tb^/whokj 
iind greatly .teffen.^tiiJC danger of future fepan 
fations. > 

- " It is^ I fuppofe, agreed to be t1 general 
intereft of any^ftate, that its peoj.ic be nu-*' 
merous arid rich y men enough to fight itt 
its defence, and enough to pay fufEcient taxes^ 
to defray the jcharge ; for thefe circunnRances 
tend to the fecurity of the ftate, and its pro- 
ledion from foreign power : but it feems not- 
of fo much importance whether the fighting: 
be done by John or Thomas, or the tax paid 
by William or Charles. The iron manufac-' 
ture employs and enriches Britiih fubjedis j 
hut is it of any importance to the ftate, whev 
ther the manufadlurers live at Birminghamr^ 
or* Sbeiffield, or both, fmce they are ftill 
within its bounds, and their wealth and perf 
fons at its command I Could the Goodwin^ 

• Sands 
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^ibfids be laid dry by banks^^ and land equal 

to *la"rge cotrritry thereby gained to England, 

iifid-prefently' filled with Englifli inhabitants^ 
. - . • » ■ . . ^ 

WotiW it be right to deprive fuch inhabitiarits 
tof the common privileges enjoyed by othei: 
Englifhmen, the right of vending their pro- 
duce in the fame ports, and of making their 
Dwiiu fhoes, becaufe a iherchant, or a flioe- 
maker, living on the old land, might fancy 
it more for his advantage to trade or make 
(hoes for them ? Would this be rights '^veii 
if the land. were gained at the expence of the 
ftate ? And would it not feem lefs right, if 
Ihe clulrge and labour of gaining the addi^ 
lional territoty to Britain had been borne by 
the fettlers themfelves? And would * not the 
kardfhip apj)iear yet greater, if the people of the 
new country fhbuld be allowed no reprefeAt- 
atives in the parliament fehadting fuch impo- 
fitions? Now I look on the colonies as fd 
fnany counties gained to Great Britain, arid 
more advantageous to it than if they had 
been gained oiit of the fea around its coate, 
and joined to its land : for being in different 
climates, they aflford greater variety of pro- 

O 2 duce, 
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duc^^ and materials for more manufactures^; 
and being feparated by the ocean, they ig.^ 
treafe much more its fhipping and feamisn y 
and (ince they are all included in the Britifh. 
empire, which has only extended itfelf by 
their means; and the ftrerigth and weabjii 
of the parts is the ftrength and wealth of the 
whole ; what imports it to the general ftate^ 
whether a merchant, a fmith, or a hattef, 
grow rich in Old or New England ? And if, 
through increafe of people, two fmiths are 
wanted for one employed before, why may 
not the new fmith be allowed to live and 
thrive in the - new country y a$ well as ^c old 
one ia the aid t In fine,, why fliotild the 
countenance p£ a flate be partially afforded 
tQ its people, unlefs it be mo£t in favour of 
thofe who have moft merit I . And if there 
be any difference, thc^e who have moil con^ 
tributed to enlarge Britain's empire and com-^ 
»[ierce, increafe her Arength^ her wealth, and 
the nUjmbers of her people, at the rifle 
of their own lives and private fortunes, ia 
new and ftrange countries, methinks ought 
rather to expert ibme preference. 

♦*\VitK. 
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** With the greateft refped and efteem, I 
have the honour to be • 

" Your Excellency's 
*' Moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

*' B. Franklin." 

The north-weftem frontier being foon af- 
terwards invaded by the enemy, it became 
neceflary to take meafures for the protedHon 
of the inhabitants. Dr. Franklin was ordered 
•by the governor to take charge of this affair. 
Authority to raife men, and to appoint of- 
ficers, was given to him. He immediately 
levied a body of troops, and marched to the 
part where their prefence was necefTary to 
check the enemy. He remained there fome 
time, and did not leave his little army until 
required to attend the afTembly of the pro- 
vince upon fome important bufinefs. 

The internal difputes between the prp^. 
prietarics and the aflembly ftill continuing, 
it was at length refolved, to prefent a petitioi\ 
to the King in councU, upon the fubjcdl; 
^nd Dr. Franklin was appoint^ ageqt of the 
province, and to prefent it* 

O3 He 
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He departed from America in the montl]^ 
of June 1757. He presented the petition, 
with which he vfSiS charged, and the matter 
was heaifd before the Privy QounciK After 
an ample difcuffion, it was propofed to Dn 
Franklin to engage, ^for the aflembly, that 
the afleffment of taxes ihould be fo made, 
aft that the proprietary eftates fhould pay no 
more than a due proportion. To this he 
agreed, s^nd tranquillity was at that timei. 
reftored to the province. 

During his refidcnce in London, he was^ 
admitted a member of the Royal Society. 
And the Uniyerfities of Oxford, Edinburghj^ 
and St. Andrews, conferred on him the degree 
of D6£tor of Laws. 

In the year 1760., upon the prolpeft of 
peace between Great Britain and France, the 
late Lord Bath wrote a traft, which he called 
*' A Letter to two great Men.'' Thefe were 
Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Newcaftle. The 
fubjcft of the letter was, the conditions of 
peace, which the writer thought fhould be 
infilled upon. He thought the poITeflior^ 
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of Canada preferable to the acquifitions in 
the Weft Indies. 

In anfwer to this pamphlet, ther£ was an- 
other, called " Remarks upon it,^' written by 
Meflieurs Burkes ; in which the preference 
is given to Guadaloupe. (Martinico was not 
at that time taken.) 

Dr. Franklin being of Lord Bath's opinion, 
wrote a reply to the " Remarks,'* which he 
intitled " The true Intereft of Great Britain 
confideted, with regard to her Colonies, and 
the Acquifitions of Canada and Guadaloupe ;'* 
in wliich he fupported the arguments of Lord 
Path. 

In the year 1762, Dr. Franklin returned to 
America. He received the thanks of the Af- 
fembly of Pennfylvania, " as well for the 
faithful difcharge of his duty to that province 
in particular, as for the many and important 
fervices done to America in general, during 
his refidence in Great Britain." A compen* 
fation of five thoufand pounds were voted to 
hiI^ for his fervices during the fix yeafs. 

O 4 la 
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In the year 1764 he was again appointe4 
agent to Great Britain* 

The meafure, an4 the confequences of the 
American ftamp a<3;, and the exapfiinatipn of 
Dr. Franklin before the Hpufe of .Common^, 
are all of them well known. 

After the difputes on that fubjefl: were 
fettled, he yifitqd feveral parts of Jiojlapd, 
Germany, and France* 

In thp year 177Q, Dr^ Frajiklin, together 
with the Hon. Thomas Walpole, banker in 
liOndon, John Sargent, and Samuel Wharton, 
Efqrs. prefented a petition to the King ^n^ 
Council, for a grant of lands on the, river- 
Ohio in North Ameripju The idea was td 
ejedl a new province in America. The dtr 
fign had been mentioned to Lord Halifax 
fome years before, wh^n his Lordftiip was at 
^ the head of the Board of Trade ; and Lord 
Halifax approved of it very highly. The 
petitioners made many pei;fons of prpperty 
and confideration acquainted with their de- 
fign ; feveral of whpm engaged to becomq 
prop4etpr8, if the grant was qlitained, ' 

Afte? 



.-^ 
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r After the petition had lain fome time befor^ 
the Privy Council, it was, in the ufual way, 
referred to the Board of Trade, to confider,, 
and report upon it» 

The following is a copy of the Report:^ 
which the Board of Trade made to the 
Lords of the Privy Council. 

^^ Report of the Lords. Commiffioners for 
Trade and Plantations; on the Petition of 
the Honourable Thomas Walpole and hi$ 
Aflbciates, for a Grant of Lands on the 

- River Ohio in North America, 

^* My Lords, 
** Purfuant to your Lordfhips' order of the 
25th May 1770, we have taken into our 
confideration the humble memorial of the 
Hon. Thomas Walpole, Benjamin Franklin^ 
John Sargent, and Samuel Wharton, Efqrs. 
in behalf of themfelves and their aifociates, 
fetting forth, (among other things,) * That 
, ♦ they 'prefented a petition to his Majefty in 
* council, for a grant of land$ in America 
\ (f^rcel of the lands purchafed bjr govcrh- 

^ ment 
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^ ment of the Indians) in confideration of ^ 

* price to he paid in purchafe^of the fame; 

* fbat in purfuanee of a fuggejiion ivhich arofi 
^ ivben the faid petition was^ under eonftderxition 

* of the Lords Commijfioners for Trade and 

* Plantations^ the meinorialifts prefented a 
•petition to the Lords CommilEoners of 

* the Treafury, propofing to purchafe a 

* larger trad of land oi> the river Ohio m 

* America, fufficient for a feparate govern-!' 

* ment; whereupon their Lordfliips were 
^ pleafed to acquaint the memorialifts, they 

* had no objection ta accepting the propofals 

* made by them with refpejft to the pur^ 
^ chafe- money and quit-rent to be paid for 
^ the faid tradl . of land, if it fhould be 

* thought advifable by thofe departments 
^ of government, to whom it belonged ta 
^ judge of the propriety of the grant, both in 

* point of policy and juftice, that the gran^ 
^ fhould be made; in confequence whereofi 

* the n[iemorialifts. humbly renew their ap- 

* plication, that a grant of faid lands may 

* be made to them, referving therein' to all 
^rperfons, their jujl and legal, rights to any 

* parts or parcels of faid. lands, which may be- 

; ■ ^ comprehended 



\ 
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f comprehended 'within the traEl. prayed Jbf^ 
^ by the memoriaIiJis\ whereupoa we beg 
Jeave to report to your Lordfhips, 

• " L That according to the defcription of 
the traft of land prayed for by the memo-r 
rialifts, whiph defer iption is annexed to their 
memorial, it appears to us to contain part 
pf the dominion of Virginia, to the fouth 
of the river Ohio, ^nd to extend feveral 
degrees pf longitude weftward from the 
weftern ridge of the Appalachian mountains, 
as will more fully appear to your Lordfhips 
from the annexed Iketch of the faid tra£t, 
which we have fince caufecj to be delLacr' 
fited with as much exaftnefs as poffible, and 
herewith fubmit to your Lordfhips, to the 
pnd that your Lordfliips may judge with the 
greater precifion of the fituation of the landsf 
prayed for in the memorial. 



€€ 



II. From this Iketch your Lordfhips 
will obferye, that a very xronfiderable part, 
pf the lands pr-ayed for lies beyond the line,j 
V^hich has, in confequence of his Majefty's 
f>rders for that purpofe, heea fettled by treaty^ 

as 
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as well . with the tribes of the Six Nations, 
and their confederates, as with the Cherokee 
Indians, as the boundary line between his 
Majefty's territories and their hunting- 
grounds: and as the faith of the crown is 
pledged in the moft folemn manner both to 
the Six Nations and to the Cherokees, that 
notwithftanding the former of thefe nations 
had ceded the property in the lands to his 
Majefty, yet no fettlements fhall be made be- 
yond that line, it is our duty to report to 
your Lordfhips our opinion, that it would on 
that account be highly improper to comply 
with the requeft of the memorial, fo far as 
it includes any lands beyond the faid line. 

^ ^* It remains, therefore, that we report to 
your Lordlhlps our opinion, how far it may 
confift with good policy and with juftice, 
that his Majefty {hould comply with that part 
of the memorial which relates to thofe lands 
which are fituated to the eaft of that line, and 
are part of the dominion of Virginia, 

■*' ni. And firft with regard to the policy, 
we take leave to remind your Lordihips of 



DR, BENJAMIN FRANKLI1?4 ^f 

that pr^icipje which was -adopted by this^ 
Board, ^nd approved and confirmed by bis 
Majcfty, immediatelyaftcr the treaty of Pari^ 
viz. the confining the weftern extent of fet- 
tlemcnts to fuch a diftance* from the fea coaft, 
|is, that thofe fettlemeats ftiould lie within the 
fMobof'the trade and commerce of this kingy* 
i/a«j, upon which: the ftreingth sMidi. riches of 
k depend ; and ^Ifo of the exereife of that 
authority and jiirifdidion, which was. con^ 
ceived to be neceflary for the prefervation of 
&e colonies, in a due fubordination to, and 
dependence upon, the mother country j and 
thefe we apprehend to have been two capital, 
objedts of his Majefty's proclamation of the 
7th of 06lober 1763, by which his Majefty 
declares it to be his royal will and pleafure to>' 
ref^rve under his fovereignty, protedion, and 
dominion, for the ufe of the Indians, aU the 
lands not included within the three new go- 
vernments, the limits of which are defcribedl 
therein, as alfo aU the lands and territories 
lying to the weftward of the fources of the 
rivers which (hall fall into the fea from the 
weft and north- weft, and by which all per- 
fons are forbid to make any purchafes or fet- 

tlemeats 
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tleraents -cvhatever, or to take poflefllbn ' df 

r • - 

any of the lands atove refemd^ 'lyitliottt 
ijpecial licence ibr that jpufpofci 



. ■ »' . \ J 



** iVi'It IS true ihdtjed, - that pardy fifbni 
^ant of'pt^cijtok in dfefctiBmg the line in^* 
tended t^ be tAarked out by the' proclamatiwt 
of 1763, and partly fi^oHi V confideratioit^f 
jnftice./^ regard t^'^Teg^ tUksko iandi^^ vfYach 
had been -fettled* beyond that Knej it has been 
fince thought' fit to enter into engagements 
with the Indians^ Tof fixing a i^ore predfir 
and determinate btmirdary between his-^a^ 
jiefty's territories and their hunting-grounds* :^ 

■ • r 

.... ! ^ . J 

% .*' V. By this boundarf^ fo far as it regards 
tiie cafe now in queftion| yonif Lordlhips ^ill 
dbferve, that; the hunting-grounds df the 
Indians are reduced witlbin" narrower limits 
than were fpecified by the- proclamation of 
^763; We beg leave h6wSVti^, to fubmit to 
yout Lordfhipfe, ^that the fam6 principles of 
policy^ in reference to fcttlentents at fo great 
a diftance ixom the fea-coaft as to be out of the 
reach of all advantageous intercourfe with this 
^i^sTg-^/o^?, continue to e^tift in their full force 

J 3 and 
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and Ipirit ; and, though vari6ti$> prbpcfi'tioiw 

. ■ * ' * 

£»: erediing new colonics in the iriteribr part» 
d(f Americia have been, in confequence of this 
extenfion of the boundary line, fubmitted ta 
the confideration of govcrnrncnt, (particularly 
iti that part" of the country wherein, arq (itu- 
ated the lands now prayed for, with a view, 
td that objedt,) yef the dangers and diladvah- 
tages of complying with fuch propofals have 
been fo obvious, as to defeat every attempt 
made for carrying them iiito execution. 






VIr Many objections, befides thofe which 
we have already ftated, occur to us to piropo^ 
fitions of this kind ; but as every argume72t on 
this fubjed: is colteBed together with great force 
and preeifioHy in a reprefentation made to his 
Majefty by the Commiffioners for Trade and 
Plantations in March 1768, we beg leave ta 
ftate them to your Lordfhips in their words^ 

** In that reprefentation they deliver their 
opinion upon a propofition for fettling, new 
colonies in the interior country as follows^ 

' The 
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* The propofirioii of forming inland colg^ 

* nies in America is, we humbly conceive,* 

* entirely new : it adapts principles in refpeft 

* to American fettlements, different from 

* what have hitherto been the policy of this 

* kingdom, and leads to a fyftem which, if 

* purfued through all its confequences, is, ia 

* the prefent ftate of that country, of the 

* greateft importance^ 

* The great objeft of colonizing upon thd 
^ continent of North America, has been to 

* imrprove and extend the commerce, naviga- 

* tion, and manufadlures of this kingdom, 

* upon which its ftrength arid fecurity dc-» 

* pend. 

* I. By promoting the advantageous fifhery 

* carried on upon the northern coaft. 

* 2. By encouraging the growth and cul- 

* ture of naval ftores, and of raw materials, 

* to be tranfported hither in exchange for 

* perfed manufaftures and other merchan- 

* dife. 

' 3- By 
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* 3. By fecuring a fupply of lumber, pro- 
* Vifions, and other neceffaries, for the fup- 
*' port of our eftablifliments in the American 
'^ iflandsk' 



* liQ order to anfwer thefe falutar^ purpofes, 
it has been the policy of this kingdom to 
confine her fettleltnents as much as pofTible 
to the fea-coaft, and not to extend them to 
places inaccefliWe to fhipping, and confe- 
quently more out of the reach of commerce ; 
a plan which^ at the fame time that it fe- 
tured the attainment of thefe commercial 
objeffcs, had the further political advantage 
of guarding againft all interfering of foreign 
powers, and of enabling this kingdom to 
keep up a fuperior naval force in thofe fea^, 
by the actual poffeffion of fuch rivers and 
harbours as v^ere proper ftations for fleets 
in time of wan 

^ Such, may it pleafe your Majefty, havs 
been the confidelrations inducing that plan 
of policy hitherto purfued in the fettlement 
of your Majefty's American colonies, with 
which the private intereft and fagacity of 

Vol. IL P * th^ 
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» . ■ , 

I - ■ . • . 

the fettlers co-operated from the firft eil^l^ 
lifliments formed upon tBkt continent. It 
was upon thefe principles, and with thjefe 
views, that government undertook the 
fettling of Nova Scotia in. 1749; and it 
was from a view of the advantages . i;epre- 

fented to arife from it in thefe dijSferent 

. * • ■ . 

articles, that it was fo liberally fupported 
by the aid of parliament. 

* The fame motives, thoj^gh operating^ in 

* a lefs degree, and applying to fewer obje<St8, 

* did, as we hiirably conceive, induce the 

* fof ming the colonies of Georgia, Eaft 
' Florida, and Weft Florida, to the Souths 

* and the making thofe provincial arrange-* 

* ments in the proclamatida of 1763, by 

* which the interior country was left to the 

* poffefllon of the Indians^ 

* Having thus briefly ftated what Has been 

* the policy of this kingdom in relpe(3; to co^ 
: * Ionizing in America, it may be neceflfary to 

* take a curfory view of what has been the 
•* * effe£l of it in thofe colonies, where there 
, * has been fuflScient time for that effe<3: to 

* difcover 
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^ difcover itfqif; becaufe, if it ihall appear 

* from the prefent ftate of thefe fcttlements, 

* aad the progrefs they have made, that they 

* are jikely to produce the advantages above 
^ ftated, it willj we humbly apprehend, be a 

* very ftrong argument againft forming fettle* 

* ments in the interior country; more efpe* 

* ci^lly, when ^eyery advantage, derived from 

* an eftablifhed government, would naturally 

* tend to draw the ftream of population; 
^ fertility of foil and temperature of climate 

* qfF^ring fiiperior .incitements to fettlerrS, 
^ who, expofed to few hard^ips, and ftrug- 
^ . gling with few difEcultiqsi could, with little 

* labour, earn an abundance for their own 
^ wants, but without a poffibility of fupplying 
'^ ours with .any qonfiderable (juautities. Nor 

* would thefe inducements be confined in 

* their operation to. foreign emigrants, deter- 
' mining their choice where to fettle, but 

* ;wonld ^^ nioft powerfully Vipon the inhabit- 

* ants of the northern and fouthern latitudes 

* of your Majefty's American dominions; 

* who, ever fufFering under the oppofite ex- 

* tremes of heat and cold, would be equally 
^. tempted by a moderate climate to abandon 

P 2 * latitudes 
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* latitudes peculiarly adapted to the produd- 

* tion of thofe things, which are by Nature 

* denied to us j and for the whole of which 

* we fhould, without their afliftance^ Hand 

* indebted to, and dependent upon other 

* countries. 



^ It is well known that antecedent to the 
year 1749, all that part of the fea-coaft 6f 
the Britifh empire in America, which ex- 
tends north-eaft from the province of Maiti 
to Canceau in Nova Scotia, and from thende 
to the mouth of St. Laurence river, lay 
wafte and negleded; though naturally af- 
fording, or capable by art of producing^ 
every ipecies of naval ftores; the feas 
abounding with whale, cod, and other va- 
luable fifh, and having many great rivers, 
bays, and. harbours, fit for the reception of 
{hips of war. Thus circumftanced, a coii*» 
fideration of the great commercial advan- 
tages which would follow from fecuring the 
pofleffion of this country,' combined with 
the evidence of the value fet upon it by bnr 
enemies, who, during the war which ter- 
minated at that period, had, at an immenfc 

* expence, 
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expence, attempted to ^yreft it from us, in- 
duced that plan, for the fettlement of Nova 
Scotia, to which we have before referred; 
and which, being profecuted with vigpur, 
though at a very large expence to this king- 
dom, fecured the pofTeffion of that pro- 
vince, and formed thofe eftablifliment^ 
which contributed fo greatly to facilitate 
and promote the fuccefs of your Majefty's 
arms in the late war, 

^ * The eftablifhment of government in this 
part of America, having opened to the view 
and information of your Majefty's fubjedfes 
in other colonies the great commercial ad- 
vantages to be derived from it, induced a 
zeal for migration; and aflbciations were 
formed for taking up lands, and making 
fettlements, in this province, by principal 
perfons refiding in thefe colonies.. 

* In confequence of thefe aflbciations, up- 
wards of ten thoufand fouls have pafled 
from thofe colonies into Nova Scotia ; who 
h^ve either engaged in the fifheries, or be- 
come exporters of lumber and provifions to 

P ^ ^ * the 
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the Weft Indies. And further fettlement^^ 
to the extent of twenty- one townfhips, of 
one hundred thoufand acres each, hav6 
been engaged to be made there, by many of 
the principal perfons in Pennfylvania, whofe 
names and aflbciation for that purpofe now 
lie before your Majefty in council. 



* The government of Maflachuflets Bay, 
as well as the proprietors of large trafts to 
the eaftward of the province of Main, ex- 
cited by the fucceft of thefe fettlements, are 
giving every encouragement to the like 
fettlements in that valuable country, lying 
between them and Nova Scotia; and the 
proprietors of the twelve townihips lately 
laid out there, by the Maflachuffets govern- 
ment, now folicit your Majefty for a corif^ 
firmation of their title. 

* Such, may it pleafe your Majefty, is the 

prefent ftate of the progrefs making in the 

fettlement of the northern parts of the fea- 

coafts of North America, in confequence of 

what, appears to have been the policy 

adopted by this kingdom. And many per- 

* fons 
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fons of rank and fubftance here are pro- 
ceeding to carfjr into execution the plan 
which your Majeftjr (purfuing the fame 
iprinciples of commercial policy) has ap- 
proved for the fettlement of the iflands of 
St. John and Cape Breton, and of the new 
eftablifhed colonies to the fouth. And, 
therefore, as we are fully convinced, that 
the encouraging fettlements upon the fea- 
coaft of North America is founded in the 
true principles of commercial policy ; as we 
find upon examination, that the happy ef- 
fe<3:s of that policy are now beginning to 
open themfelves, in the eftablifhment of 
thefe branches of commerce, culture, and 
.navigation^ upon which the ftrength, 
wealth, and fecurity of this kingdom de- 
pend ; we cannot be of opinion, that it 
would in any view be advifable to diveft 
your Majefty's fubjedts in America from 
the purfuit of thofe important objeds, by 
adopting meafures of a new policy, at an 
expmce to this kingdom^ which in its prefent 
Jiate it 'is unable to bear. 

P 4 ' This, 
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* This, may it pleafe your Majefty, being 

* the light in which we view the propofitioa 
^ of colonizing in the interior country, con- 

* fidered as a general principle of policy j we 

* fhall, in the next place, proceed to examine 

* the feveral arguments urged in fupport of 

* the particular eftablifhmentsi now recpm- 
^ mended. 

^ Thefe arguments appear to us reducible 

* to the following general propofitions, viz. 

* Firft, That fuch colonies will promote 
^ population, and increafe the demands for,^ 
^ and confumption of Britifh manufadures* 

* Secondly, That they will fecure the fur 

* trade, and prevent an illicit trade, orinterr 

* fering of French or Spaniards with* thq 

* Indians. 

* Thirdly, That they wiH be a defence 

* and protedion to the old colonies againft 

* the Indians. 

* Fourthly, 
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* Fourthly, That they will contribute to 
^ leflen the prefent heavy expence of fupply^ 

* ing provifions to the different fort? and gar-^ 
^ rifons. 

* Laftly, That they are neceflary in refpeft 
^ to the inhabitants already refiding in thofi} 
^ places where they are propofed to be efta-# 

* blifhed, who require fome form of civil gCH 

4 

^ vernment. 

* After what we have already ftatcd with 
refpedt to the policy of encouraging colo- 
nies in the interior country as a general 
principle, ^e truft it will not be neceffary 
to enter into an ample difcuffion of the ar- 
guments brought to fupport the foregoing 
propofitions. 

^ We admit as an undeniable principle of 

* true policy, that with a view to prevent 
■ manufadures, it is neceffary and proper tQ 

* opdi an extent; of territory for colonization 

* proportioned to the increafe of people, as a 

* large number of inhabitants, cooped up in 
^ narrow limits, without a fufficicncy of land 

* for 
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for produce, would be compelled to convert 
their attention and induflry to manufac- 
tures : but we fubmit whether the encou- 

ragement given to the fettlement of the colo- 

J' 

nies upon the fea-coaft, and the effeO: which 
Aich encouragement haa had, have not al- 
ready efFeiftually provided for this objeft, a$ 
well as for incxeafing the demand for, and 
confumptipn of Britifh manufadlures, an 
advantage which, in our humble opinion, 
would not be promoted by thefe new colo- 
nies*, which being propofed to be eftablifhed, 
at the diftance of above fifteen hundred miles 
from tbefea^^ and in places which, upon the 
fullpft evidence, are found to be utterly in-: 
acceffible to Ibipping, will, from their in- 
ability to find returns wherewith to pay for 
the manufactures of Great Britain, be pro- 
bably led to manufacture for themfelvesj.a 
confequence which experience fhe>vs has. 
conftantly attended in greater or lefler de- 
gree every inland fettlement; and therefore 
ought, in our humble opinion, to bje care- 
fully guarded againft, by encouraging the 
fettlement of that extenftve tra£t of fea-coaft 
hitherto unoccupied ; which ^ together with 

"-^'tbe 
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« 

the liberty that the inhabitants of the middle 
'^ colonies will have (in confequencc of the 
propofed boundary line with the Indians) of 
gradually extending themfelves backisxards^ 
will more efFe£tuaily and beneficially anfwer 
the object of encouraging population and 
confumption, than the ereftion of new go- 
vernments; fuch gradual extenfion might 
through the medium of a continued popu- 
lation, upon even the fame extent of terri-» 
tory, preferve a communication of mutual 
commercial benefits between its extremeft 
parts and Great Britain, imppjjible to exift in 
colonies feparated by immenfe tradis of unpeo^ 
pled defart. — ^As to the efFedt which it is 
fuppofed the colonies may have to increafe 
and promote the fur trade, and to prevent 
all contraband trade or intercourfe between 
the Indians under your Majefty's protedion, 
and the French or Spaniards ; it does appear 
to us, that the extenfion of the fur trade 
depends entirely upon the Indians being 
undifturbed in the pofleffion of their hunt- 
ing-grounds; that all colonizing does in its 
nature, and mdft in its confequences, op^- 

* rate 
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* rate to the prejudice of that branch of 

* commerce, and that the French and Spaniard 

* would be left in pofleffion of a great part of 

* what remained; as New Orleai;is would ftiH 

* continue the beft and furefl; market* ' 

* As to the protection which it is fuppofed* 

* thefe new colonies may be capable of af- 

* fording to the old ones, it will, in our opi- 
^ nion, appear on the flighteft vie>y of then: 

* fituation, that fo far from affording protec- 

* tion to the old colonies^^ they will (land 

* moft in need of it themfelves. 



^ It cannot be denied, that new colonies 
would be of advantage in raifing provifions 
for the fupply of fuch forts and garrifons; 
as may be kept up in the neighbourhood of 
then^ J but as the degree of utility will be 
proportioned to the number and fituation of 
thefe forts and garrifons, which upon the 
refult of the prefent inquiry it may be 
thought advifable to continue, fo the force 
of the argument will depend upon that 
event. 

^ The 
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* The prefent French inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood of the Lakes, will, in our 
humble opinion, be fuflScient to furnifli 
with provifions whatever polls may be ne- 
ceflary to be continued there ; and as there 
are alfo French inhabitants fettled in fome 
parts of the country lying upon the Mif- 
fiffippi, between the rivers Illinois and the 
Ohio, it is to be hoped that a fufficient 
tiumber of thefe may be induced to fix 
their abode, where the fame convenience 
and advantage may be derived from them ; 
but if no fuch circumftance were to exift, . 
and no fuch afliftance to be cxpefl:ed 
from it, the obje<3:ions ftated to the plan 
now under our confideration are fuperior to 
this, or any other advantage it can produce ; 
and although civil eftablifhments have, fre- 
quently rendered the expence of ai;i armed 
force neceffary. for their protedion, one 
of the many ©bjedions to thefe now pro- 
pofed, yet we humbly prefume there never 
has been an inftance of a government in- 
ftituted merely ,with a view to fupply a 
body of troops with fuitable provifion§; - 
tior is it neceffary in thefe inftances for the 

• fetde- 
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* fettlements, already exifting, as above de* 

* fcribed, which being formed under mill- 

* tafy eftabKfhments, and ever fubjeQed io 

* military authority, do not, in our hiimble 

* opinion, require any other fuperintendence 

* than that of the military officer's command- 

* ing at thefe pofts.* 

** In addition to this opinion of the Board 
of Trade, exprefled in the foregoing i-ecitaU 
we further beg leave to irefer your Lord- 

'^fhips to the opinion of the Commander iii 
Chief of his Majefty's forces in North Ame- 
rica, who, in a letter laid before us by the 
Earl of Hilllborotigh, delivers his fehtimeiiW 
with regard to the fettlements in the iii- 

*tiBtior parts of America in the following 

~ Words, viz. 

= ■ • - 

" VII. * As to mcrealing the fettlements to 

^ refpeftable provinces, and to colonization 

* in general terms * iii the remote countries, ' I 
^ conceive it altogether inconftftent with 

* found policy j for there is little at)pearance 

* that the advantages will arife from it which 

* nations expedwhen they fend out colonies 

* into 
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mX.6 foreign countries ; they can give no en- 
couragement to the fifhery, and though the 
country might afford fome kind of naval 
ftores, the diftance would be too far to 
tranfport them ; and for the fame teafojii 
they could not fupply the fugar iflahds 
with lumber and ' provifions. As for th,e 
railing wine, lilk, and other commodities, 
the fame may be faid of the prefent colonies 
without planting others for the purpofe at 
fo vaft a diftance ; but on the fuppofition 
that they would be raifed, their very long 
tranfportation muft probably make them 
too deaf for any market. I do not appre- 
hend the inhabitants could have any com- 
modities to barter for manufadures except 
fkins and furs, which will naturally decreafe 
as the country increafes in people, and the 
d^farts are cultivated ; fo that in the courfc 
of a few years neceffity would force them 
to provide manufactures of fome kind for 
themfelves ; and when all connexion up- 
held by commerce with the mother country 
fhall ceafe, it may be expeded, that an in- 
dependency on her government will foon 
follow; the pretence of forining barriers 

8 ' will 
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will have no end ; wherever we fettle, how^-» 
ever remote, there mull be a frontier ; and 
there is room enough for the colonifts to 
fpread within our prefent limits, for a cen- 
tury to come* if we reflect how the peo- 
ple of themfelves have gradually retired 
from the coaft, we fhall be convinced they 
want no encouragement to defert fea-coafts, 
and go into the back countries, where the 
lands are better^ and got upon eafier terms J 
they are already almoft ovt of the reach of 
law and government; neither the endea- 
vours of government, or fear of Indians, 
has kept them properly lyithin bounds ; 
and it is apparently moft for the intefeft of 
Great Britain to confine the colonies on 
the fide of the back country, and to diredb 
their fettlements along the fea-coaft, where 
millions of acres are yet uncultivated. The 
Idwer provinces are ftill thinly inhabited, 
and not brought to the point of perfection 
that has been aimed at for the mutual be- 
nefit of Great Britain and themfelves. Al- 
though America may fupply the mother 
country with' many articles, few of them 
are yet fuppli^ in quantities equal to her 



* con- 
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confumption J the quantity of iron trand 
ported is not great, of hemp very fmall, and 
there are many other commodities not ne- 
ceflary to enumerate, which America has 
hot yet been able to raife, notwithftanding 
the encouragement given her by bounties 
and premiums. The laying open new 
Jxads of fertile territory in moderate cli- 
mates might leflen her prefent produce.; 
for it is the paffion of every man to be a 
landholder, and the people have a natural 
difpofition to rove in fearch of good lands, 
however diftant. It may be a queftion 

* 

likewife, whether colonization of the kind 
could be efFeded without an InSan ivar^ 
and Jigbting for every inch of ground. The 
Indians have long been jealous of our power, 
and have no patience in feeing us approach 
their towns, and fettle upon their hunting- 
grounds ; atonements may be made for a 
fraud difcovered iti a trader, and even the 
murder of fome of their tribes, but encroach-- 
ments upon their lands have often produced 
ferious confequences. The fprings of the 
laft general war are to be difcovered near 
the Allegany mountains, and upon the 
banks of the Ohio. 
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^ It is fo obvious, that fettlers might raife 
provifions to feed the troops cheaper than it 
can be tranfported from the country below 
that it is not neceffary to explain it ; but 
I muft own I know no other ufe in fettle- 
ments, or can give any other reafon for 
fupporting forts, than to protect the fet- 
tlements, and keep the fettlcra in fiibjeflioil 
to government. 

• 

* I conceive, that to procure all the com- 
merce it will afford, and as little expence 
to ourfelves as we can, is the only objedi 
we fhall have in view, in the interior coun- 
try for a century to come ; and I imagine 
it might be efFefted, by proper manage^ 
ment, without either forts or fettlements. 
Our manufactures are as much defired by 
the Indians, as their peltry is fought for by 
us ; what was originally deemed a fuper- 
fluity, or a luxury by the natives, is now 
become a ijecejSary ; they are difufed to 
the bow, and' can neither hunt, or make 
war without fire-arms, powder, and lead* 
The Britifh provinces can only fupply. 
them witlj their neceflaries, which they 
know, and for their own fakes would pro- 

c* ^ teft 
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te£l the trader, which they adtually do at 
prefent. It would remain with us to pre- 
vent the trader's being guilty, of frauds and 
impofitions, and to purfue the fame me-? 
thods to that end, as are taken in the 
fouthern diftrift ; and I muft confefs, 
though the plan purfued in that diftridt 
might be improved by proper laws ;to fup- 
port it, that I do not know a better or more 
oeconomical plan for the managemejnt of 
trade ; there are neither forts nor fettle- 
ments in the fouthern department, and 
there are both. in the northern department; 
and your Lordfhips will be the beft. judge 
which of them has given you the leaft 
trouble ; in which we have had the feweft 
quarrels with, or complaints from the In- 
dians. 

* I know of nothing fo liable to bring on 
a ferious quarrel with Indians as an invafioit 
of their property. Let the favages enjoy 
their defarts in quiet ; little bickerings that 
may unavoidably fometimes happen, may 
foon be accommodated ; and I am of opi- 
nion, independent of the motives of com- 
pion juftice and humanity, that the prin- 

Qj2 * ciples 
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ciples of intereft and policy fhould induce 
us rather to protedl than moleft them ^ 
were they driven from their forefts, the 
peltry trade iwould decreafe ; and it is not 
impojftble that worfe favages would take 
refuge ih them, for they might then become 
the afylum of fugitive negroes, and idle 
vagabondis, fefcaped from juftice, who in 
time might become formidable, and fuhfift 
hy rapine, and pluaidierittg. the lower coun- 
tries/ 

" yilT. The opinions delivered in the 
foregoing recitals are fo acciwate and precife* 
as to make it alrhoft unnecefTary to add any 
thing more : but we beg leave to lay before 
your LoVdfhips the fentiments of his Ma- 
jefty's Governor of Georgia, upon the fubjeft 
of large grants in the interior parts of America,, 
whofe knowledge and experience in the af- 
fairs of the colonies give great weight to his^ 
opinion. 



" In a letter to us, on the fubjedt of the 
mifchiefs attending fuch grants, he expreife^ 
himfelf in the following manner, vizv 

*And 
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* And now, my Lords, I beg your patience 
^ a moment, while I confider this matter ia 

* a more extenfive point of view, ^nd go ^ 

* little further in declaring my fentiment^ 

* and opinion, with refpe<3: to the granting 
^ of large bodies of land, in the back part$ 
^ of the province of Georgia, or in any othef 

* of his Majefty's northern colonies, at a 4if- 

* tance 'from the fea-coaft, or from fuch part$ ' 

* of any province as are already fettled and 

* inhabited. 



* And this matter, my Lords, appears to 
me, in a very ferious and alarming light 5 
and I humbly conceive may be attended 
with the great^ft and worfl: of confequences; 
for, my Lords, if a viaft territory be granted 
to any fet^jf gentlemen, who really meaa 
to peo^pie it, and aftualiy do fo, it muft 
4r4w and carry out a great number of peo- 
ple from Great Britain j and I apprehend 
they will foon becomq a kind of feparate and 

independent people, and who will fet up 

/ 

for themfelves ; that they will fooa havp 
manufadtiires of their own ; that they wilj 
ugither take fupplies from the mother coun- 

<^3 *trj, 
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try, or frojn the provinces, at the back of 
which they are fettled ; th^t being at a dilr 
tance from the feat of government, courts, 
magiftrates, &c. &c. they will be out of 
the reach and control of law and govern- 
ment ; that it will become a receptacle 
and kind of afylum for offenders, who will 
fly from juftice to fuch new country or 
colony; and therefore crimes and offences 
will be committed, not only by the inhabit- 
ants of fuch new fettlements, but elfewhere, 
and pafs with impunity ; and that in pro- 
cefs of time (and perhaps at no great dif- 
tance) they will become formidable enough 
to oppcfe his Majefty's authority, difturb 

« 

government, and even give law to the 
other or firft fettled part of the country, 
and throw every thing ihto confufion. 

* My Lords, I hope I fhall not be thought 
impertinent, when I give my opinion freely, 
in a matter of fo great confequence, as I 
conceive this to be ; and, my Lords, I ap- 
prehend, that in all the American colonies, 
great care fhould be taken, that the lands on 
the fea-coaft Ihould be tliick fettled with 

* inhabit- 
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inhabitants, and well cultivated and im- 
c proved ; and that the fettlements fhould be 

* gradually extended back into the province, 

* and as much connedted as pofEble, to keep 
^ the people together in as narrow a compafs 

* as the nature of the lands and Jiate of things 

* will admit of; and by wl^ch means there 

* would probably become only one general 

* view and intereft arhongft them, and the 

* power of government and law would of 

* courfe naturally and eafily go with them, 

* and matters thereby properly regulated, and 

* kept in due order and obedience ; and they 

* would have no idea of refilling or tranf- 

* grefling either without being amenable to 

* juftice, and fubjed: to punifhment for any 
^ offences they may commit. 

'•' * But, my Lords, to fufFer a kind of pro- 

* vince Within a province^ and one t^at jaaay, 

* indeed muft in procefs of time become fu- 
^ perior, and too big for the head or original 

* fettlement or feat of government, to me con- 

* veys with it many ideas of confequence, of 

* fuch a nature, as I apprehend are extremely 

* dangerous and improper, and it would be 

0^4 *the 
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* the policy of government to avoid and prc- 

* vent, whilft in their power to do fo. 

* My ideas, my Lords, are not chimerical ; 
^ I know fomething of the fituation and ftatc 

* of things in America ; and from fome little 

* occurrences or inftances that have already 

* really happened, I can very eafily figure to 

* myfelf what may, and, in fhort, what 

* will certainly happen, if not prevented ift 

* time/ 

*' IX. At the fame time that we fubmit the 
foregoing reafoning againft colonization in the 
interior country to your Lordfhips' confider- 
ation, it is proper we Ihould take notice of one 
argument, which has been invariably held forth 
in /fupport of every propofition of this nature, 
and upon which the prefent proponents ap- 
pear to lay great ftrefs. It is urged, that fuch 
is the ftate of the country now propoled to 
be granted, and eredted into a feparate go- 
vernment, that no endeavours on the part 
of the crown can avail, to prevent its being 
fettled by thofe who, by the increafe of po- 
pulation in the middle colonies, are copti- 

nually 
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nually emigrating to the weftward, and form- 
ing themfelves into colonies in that countryt 
-without the intervention or control of go- 
vernment, and who, if faffeced to continue ia 
that lawlefs ftate of anarchy and confufion, 
will commit fuch abufes as cannot fail of in* 
volving us in quarrel and difpute with th^ 
Indians, and thereby endangering the fecurity 
pf his Maj efty 's colonies. 

^' We admit, that this is an argument that 
deferves attention ; and we rather take no- 
tice of it in this place, becaufe fome of the 
objeftions ftated by Governor Wright lofr 
their force ^ upon the fuppojltion that the grants 
againjl which he argues are to be erefled into 
Jeparate governvients. But we are clearly of 
opinion, that his arguments 4o, in the general 
view of them, as applied to the queftion of 
granting lands in the interior parts of Ame- 
rica, ftand unanfwerable ; , and adniitiing 
that the fettlers in the country in quef- 
tion are as numerous as report Jlates them 
to be^ yet we fubmit to your Lordfliips, that 
this is a fa<3: which does, in the nature of it, 
operate ftrongly in point of argument againjt 

what 
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what is propofed ; for if the foregoing rea- 
foning has any weight, it certainly ought to 
induce your Lordfhips to advife his Majefty 
to take every method to check the progrefs of 
thefe fettlements, and not to make fuch grants 
of the land as will have an immediate ten- 
dency to encourage them ; a meafure which 
we conceive is altogether as unneceflary as 
it is impolitic, as we fee nothing to. hinder the 
government of Virginia from extending the 
laws and conftitution of that colony to fuch per- 
fons as may have already fettled there under 
legal titles. 

^* X. And there is one objefkion fuggefted 
by Governor Wright to the extenfion of fet- 
tlements in the interior country, which, we 
fubmit, deferves your Lordfhips' particular 
attention, viz. the encouragement that is 
thereby held out to the emigration of his 
Majefty's European fubjeds ; an argument 
which, in the prefent peculiar fituation of 
this kingdom, demands very ferious confi- 
deration, and has for fome time paft had fo 
great weight with this Board, that it has in*- 
duced us to deny our concurrence to many 

propofals 
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propofals for grants of land, even in thofe 
parts of the continent of America where, in 
all other refpefts, we are of opinion that it 
confifts with the true policy of this kingdom 
to encourage fettlements ; and this confider- 
ation of the certain bad confequences which 
muft refult from a continuance of fuch emi- 
grations, as have lately taken place from \su 
rious parts of his Majefty's European do- 
minions, added to the conftant drains to Africa, 
to the Eaft Indies, and to the new ceded 
iflands, will, we truft, with what has been 
before ftated, be a fufficient anfwer to every 
argument that can be urged in fupport of 
the prefent memorial, fo far as regards the 
confideration of it in point of policy. 

** XI. With regard to the propriety iq 
point oi jujlice of making the grant dcfired 
we prefurae this confideration can have refer- 
ence only to the cafe of fuch perfons who 
have already pofTeflion of hnds in that part 
of the country under legal titles derived from 
grants made by the Governor and Council of 
Virginia ; upon which cafe we have only to 
obferve, that it does appear to us, that there 

are 
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are fome fuch poffeffions held by pcrfons ijvrh^ 

* I, * 

are not parties to the prefent memorial j an^ 

therefore, if your Lprdfliips fhall be o£ opU 
nion, that the making the grant defire4 
would, notwithftanding the refervation pro- 
pofed in refped to fuch titles, have the efFeft 
to difturb thofe poffeffions, or to expofe the 
proprietors to fuit and litigation, we do con- 
ceive, that, in that cafe, the grant would be 
objectionable in point of juftice. 

^ XII. Upon the whole, therefore, wc 
cannot recommend to your Lordfhips to ad- 
vife his Majefty to comply with the prayer of 
this memorial, either as to the eredion of any 
parts of the lands into a feparate government, 
or the making a grant of them to the memo- 
rialifts; but, on the contrary, we are of opi- 
nion, that fettlements in that diftant part of 
the country fhould be as much difcouraged as 
poffible ; and that, in order thereto, it will be 
expedient, not only that the orders which 

have been given to the Governor of Virginia, 

/ 

not to make, any further grants beyond the 
line prefcribed by the proclamation of 1 763, 
fliould be continued and enfprced, but th^t 

another 
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afecther proclamation fhould be iflued, decla- 
ratory of his Majefty's refolution not td 
allow, for the prefent^ any new fetttements 
beycfnd that Hne, and to forbid all perfons 
fixnn taking up or fettling any lands in that 
part of the country. 

•^ We are, my Lords, 

•* Your -Lprdfhips' moft obedient 

*' and moft humble fervants, 

^ Whitehall, April 15, \')^2r 



r 



To the precedifag Report of the Board of 
Trade, Dr. Franklin wrote an elaborate anfwer, 
in the compofition of which, he took great 
pains and beftowed itiuch time and attention^ 
If th^re ^ere no other reafons, tbefe would 
be fufficient to recommend it to the reader's 
notice. But there are others of a more 
weighty and important natun^. The argu- 
ments and fafts contained in it were found to 
be fo ftrong, and the dedudions from them 
fo forcible, that when the petition and the 
report were taken into confideratiota in the 
Privy Council, which was oh the firft cky of 
July 1772, their Lordfhips decided in fiaVour 
of the ^petition. It was not often that the 

Privy 
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Privy Council decided againfl: reports from 
the Board of Trade. 



Lord Hillfborough, who was at this time 
at the head of the Board of Trade, and con-, 
fequently had a principal fliare in drawing up 
the report, was fo much offended by the de- 
cifion of the Privy Council, that he refigned 
upon it. He refigned for that 'reafbn only. 
He had conceived an idea, atid was forming 
the plan of a boundary line to be dfawn from 
the Hudfon's river to the Miffiffrppi, and 
thereby confining the Britifh colonies between 
that line and the ocean, fimilar to the fcheme 
of the French after the peace of Aix-Ta-^Gha- 
pelle, which brought on the war of 1756/ 
His favourite projedt being thus defeated, he 
quitted the miniftry. 

■.-■■; 

Pr. Franklin's anfwer to the Report, of the 
Board of Trade was intended to have been 
publiflied, but Lord Hillfborough refigning. 
Dr. Franklin flopped the fale on the morning 
of the publication, when not above^t;^ copies 
had been difpofed of: from one of which 
the following copy is taken. 

To 
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To the above reafons it will not be im- 
proper to add, that . it may be confidered a 
valuable hiftorical document of the origin of 
a new province that already bids fair to .be- 
come one of the largeft and moft opulent on 
that great continent. 

Obfervattons on, and Anfwers to^ the foregoing 
Report. 
" I. The firft paragraph of the Report^ 
we apprehend, was intended to ellablifli two 
propofitions as fails ; viz. 

" Firft, That the traft of land agreed for 
with the Lords Commiffioners of the Trea- 
fury, contains part of the ^dominion of Vir- 
ginia. 

" Second, That it extfends feveral degrees 
of longitude •wejiward from the weftern ridge 
of the j§llegany mountains. 

" On the firft propofition we fhall only 
remark, that no part of the above tra£t is to 
the eajlwxrd of the Allegany mountains j — 
and that thefe mountains muft be confidered 
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as the true weftern boundary of Virginia 
for the King was not feifed and pofTefled of a 
right to the country wejiward of the moun- 
tainSy until his Majefty purchafed it, in the 
year 1768, from the Six Nations : and lincc 
that time, there has not been any annexation 
of fuch purchafe, or of any part thereof, to 
the colony of Virginia. 

•* On the fecond propofition,— — —we fhall 
juft obferve, that the Lords Commiflioners 
for Trade and Plantations appear to us to 
be as erroneous in this as in the former pro- 
pofition ; for their Lordfhips fay, that the 
trad: of land under confideration extends fe^ 
vcral degrees of longitude wejiward. The 
truth is, that it is not more, on a medium, 
than one degree and a half of longitude from 
the weftern ridge of the Allegany mountains 
to the river Ohio* 

4 

*^ IL It appears by the fecond paragraph, 
as if the Lords Commiflioners for Trade and 

Plantations apprehended, that the lands 

fouth-wefterly of the boundary line^ marked 
0na map annexed to their Lordfiiips' Report^—- 

were 



Vrere either claimed by the Cherokees, or 
were their hunting-grounds, or were the hunt- 
ing-grounds of the Six Nations and their con-^ 
federates. 

** As to any claim of the Cherokees to the 
above country, it is altogether new ^rid in- 
defenfible ; and never was heard of until 
the appointment of Mr. Stewart to the fuper- 
intendency of the fouthern colonies, about 
the year 1 764 j and this, we flatter ourfelves, 
will not only be obvious from the following 
ftate of fads, but that the right to all the 
country on the foutherly fide of the river 
Ohio, quite to the Cherokee river, is ^ow un- 
doubtedly veiled in the King, by the grant 
which the Six Nations^made to his Majefty 

at Fort Stanwix, in November 1 768. In 
«. ' . . 

fliort, the lands from the Great Ktnhawa to 
the Cherokee river never were either the 
dwelling or hunting-grounds of the Che^' 
rokees ; — but forinerly belonged to, and 
were inhabited by the Shawanejfe^ until fuch 
time as they were conquered by the Six 
Nations. 

Vol. II. R « Mr, 
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" Mr. Golden,. the prefent Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New York,, in his Hiftory of the 
Five Nations, obferves, that about the year 
1 664, ' the Five Nations being amply fupplied 

* by the Englifli with fire-arms and ammu- 

* nition, gave a full fwing to their warlike 

* geriiiis. They carried theit ^rnls ds far 

* fouth as Carolina^ to the northward of New 

* England, and as far weji as the river Mif 
^ Jlffippij over a vaft country, — which ex- 

* tended 1200 miles in length from north to 

* fouth, and 600 miles in breadth^ — where they 

* entirely deftrOyed whole nations, of whom 

* there are no accounts remaining amprig the 

* Englifli/ . 

" In lyotj^-^the Five Nations put all their 
hunting-lands under the prptedion of the 
Englilh, as appears by thei records, and by 
the recital and confirmation thereof, in their 
deed to the ICing of the 4th September 
17^6; — and Governor Pownal, who many 
years ago diligently fearched into the rights 
of the natives, and in particular into thofe of 
the northern confederacy, fays, in his book 
intitled, the Admimjiratton of the Colonies^ 
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.* The right of the Five Nation confederacy 

* to the hiunting-'lands of Obioj Ticuckfou- 

* chrondite and Scaniaderiada, by the con- 

* queft they made, in fubduing the SbaoanatSj 

* Delawares, (as we call them,) Twidtwees, 

* and Oilinois, may be fairly proved, as 

* they flood poflefled thereof at the peace 

* of Refwick 169.7/ ^^^ confirmatory 
hereof, Mn JLewis Evans, a gentleman of 
great American knowledge, in his map of the 
middle colonies, publifhed in America in the 
year 1 755, has laid down the country on the 

foutb-^ajlerly Jide of the river Ohio, as the 
bunting'lands of the Six Nations ; and in his 
analyfis to this map, he exprefsly fays, — 
The Shawanejfe^ who were formerly one of 
the moft confiderable nations of thofe parts 
of America, whofe feat extended from Ken^ 
tucke fouth-weftward to the Mifliffippi, have 
been fubdued by the confederates, (or Six 
Nations,) and the country Jince became their 
property. No nation,' Mr. Evans adds, 
held out with greater refolution and bravery; 
and although they have been fcattered in 
all parts for a while, they are again coUeded 
on Ohio^ under the dominion of the confe- 
derates.* 

R2 * ^^Ac 
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^^ At a corigreft held in the year 1744, by 
the provinces of Pennfylvania, Maryland, and 
Virginia, with the Six Nitiotts, — the Gotn- 
^i0f^ miffioners of Virginia, in a fpeech to the 
'^' Sachems and Warriors of that confederacy, 

fay, * Tell us what nations of Indians you 
^ conquered any lands frdm in Virginia, h6w 

* long it is fincc^, and what pofTeffion you 

* have had ; and if it does appear, that there 
^ is any hnd on the borders of Virginia that 
^ the Six Natrons have a right to, wc ar^ 

* williftg to make you fatisfadtion/ 

*^ To this fpeech the Six Nations gave tlitf 
following animated arid decifiVe anfwer: — '* 

* All the world knows v^e conquered the 

* feveral nations living, on Safquehanna, Co- 

* hongoranto [/. e,, Powtomack] and on the 
^ back of the great mountains in Virginia ^'-^ 
^ the Conoy-uck-fuck-roona, Cock-now-was- 

* roonari, Tohoa-irough-roorian, and Connut- 
^ fkin-ough-roonawy^^/ the effe<3:s of our con- 

* quefts ; . being how a part of our nations, 
^ and iheir lands at our difpofal. We know 
^ very well, it hath oft^n been faid by the 

* Virginians, that the King of England arid 

* the people, of that colony conquered tfte 

15 * people 
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* people who lived there ; but it is not true* 
f We will allow, they coaquered the Sach- 
^ d^igughronaw, and drove back the Tulka- 

* rora8 ; [the firft refided near the branches 

* of. James's River in Virginia, and the latter 

* 0x1 tbefi^ branches 5] a|ud that they have, op 

* that acQoqnt, a right to fome part§ .of Vir- 

* ginia j hut as to v^bat lies bcjfQn^ tht ; mounf* 

* tains y we conquered the nations rtfi4\n^ thef^^ 
^ md that landy if the Virginians ;eyer get ^, 

* good right to it^ it mufi he by us^, 

," In the year 17^0, the French fcized four 
Jliiglilh traders, who were trading with the 
^ix J^atigns, Shawaneffe %n/Jl Dela waxes, oqi 
the waters of the Ohio, an4, fe:i4.,them: prir 
foners to Quebec, and froin theacetp Franccii 

" In 1754, the.. French took a formal poC- 
feffion of the rivpr Ohio^ and- built forts at 
Venango,~at the confluence of the Ohip 
and Monongehela, and at the mouth of the 
Qherokee river. « 

" .In 1755,. GenSral l^raddock was fent to 
America with an army to remove the French 

R 3 frora 
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from their poflefEons over the Allegany 
mountains, and on the river Ohio ; and on 
his arrival at Alexandria, held a council of 
ivar with the Gpvernors of Virginia, Mary- 
land, Pehnfylvania, New York, and the Mat- 
fachufett*s Bay }— ratid as thefe gentlemen 
well fcnew^ that the country claimed by the 
French, over tb£ Allegany mountains^ andfoutih- 
nvejterly to the river MiJJiJftppi^ was the un- 
queflionable property of the Six Nations^ 
and not of the Cherokees, or any other tribe 
of Indians, — the General gave inftrudtions 
to Sir William Johnfon, to call together the 
Indians of the Six Nations^ and lay before them 
their before-mentioned grant to the King in 
1726, — ^wherein they had put all their hunt- 
ing-lands under bis Majejlys proteSlion ; to be 
guaranteed to tbem^ and to their ufe ;— And 
as General Braddock*s inftrudions are clearly 
declaratory of the right of the Six Nations to 
the lands under confideration, we fhall l^ere 
tranfcrilje the conclufive words of them:— 
' And it appearing that the French have* 
« from time to time, by fraud and violence, 

• built ftrong forts within the limits of thefaid 

* lands^ contrary to the covenant chain of 

^ the 



BR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. , 247 

■ I 

^ the faid deed and treaties, you . are, in my; 
' name, , to aflure the faid nations, that I am. 

* come by his Majefty's order, to deftroy all 

* the faid forts, arid to build fuch others 

* as Jhall proteEl and fe cure the faid lands to 

* them^ their heirs and fuccejfors for c^er^ 
' according to the intent and fpirit of |;he 

* faid treaty ; and' I do therefore call upon 

* them to take up the hatchet, and Come and 

* take pojjejjion of "their own lands^ 

^ That General Braddock and the Ame- 
rican Governors were not Angular in their 
opinion, as to the right of the Six Nations 
to the land over the Allegany mountains,, and 
on both fides of the river Ohio, quite to the 
-Miffiflippi, is evident, from the memorials 
which pafled between the Britifh and French 
courts in i755» 



« 



In a memorial delivered by the King's 

■ . , . ■ • . . • ' ' 

minifters on the 7th June 1755, to the Duke 
Mirepoixi relative to the pretenfi'oTO bf France 
to the above-mentioned lands, they v^ry juftly 
obferved — ^ As to the expofition, which is' 
* jBa4e in the French memorial of the 15th 

* R 4 * article 
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* article of the treaty of Utrecht, the coqr^ 

* of Great Britain does not think it can havq 

* any foundation, either by the words or th^ 

* intention of this treaty, 

* I ft, The court of Great Britain can-.* 
^ not allow of this article, relating only to 

* the perfons of the favages, and not to their 
'^ country : the words of this treaty are clear 

* and precife ; that is to fay^ the Five ]Sfations^ 

* or Cantons, are fubjed to the dominion of 

* Great Britain, — which, by the received qx^ 
^ pofition of all treaties, muft relate to the 

* co^ntry^ as well to the perfons of the in-s; 

* habitant^ : — it is what France has acknow- 

* led^ed in thg ippft fol^imn n^anner; — Ihq 

* has well weighed the importance of this' 
< acknowledgment, at the time of figning 

* this treaty, and Great Britain can never 

* give it up, The countries poflefled by 
*, thefe Indians are very well ^no%vnj and are 

* not at all fo undetermined^, as it is pretended 
\ in the memorial : they pojefs and make them 
f over^ as other proprietors do^ in all other 
\ places n 
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* 5th> Whatever pretext might be al- 

* ledged by France, in corifidering thefe coun- 

, . - • - » -• 

^ tries as the appurtenances of Canada; it 

* is a certain tnitby that they have belonged^ 

* and (as they have not been given up, or 

* made over to the Englifh) belong Jiill to the. 
^ fame Indian nations \ which, by the 15th 

* article of the treaty of Utrecht, France^ 

* agreed not to moleft,— Nullo in pofterum 
^ impedimento, aut moleftia afEciant*' 

^ Notwithftanding all that has beea ad- 

* vanced in this article, the court of Great 

* Britain cannot agree to France having the 

* leaft title to the river Ohio, and the terri-* 

* tory in quejlion^ \N. B^ This was all the 
country from the Allegany mountains to the 
Qhio, and down the fame, and on both fide% 
thereof to the fiver Miffiflippi.] 

* Even that of poffeflion i$ not, nor can 
^ it be alleged on this occafion ; (ince France 
^ cannot pretend to have had any fuch befpre 
Vthe treaty of Aix-Ia-Chap^Jle, nor fince,^ 

* unlefs it be that of certain forts^ unjuftly 
^ erected Utcly on the lands which evidently^^ 

' belong 



V 
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belong to the Five Nations^ or whiqh thefe 

have made over to the Crown of Great 

/ 

JJritain or its fubje£ts, as may be proved by 
treaties and adts of the greateft authority.— 
JVbat the court of Great Britain maintained^ 
(ind what it injijls upon^X^^ That the Five 
Nations of the Iroquois^ acknowledged by 
France, are^ by origin, or by right ofconquejl 
the laipful proprietors of the river Ohio^ and 
the territory in quejlion : and as to the ter- 
ritory which has been yielded and made over 
by thefe people to Great Britain, (which can- 
not but be owned muft be the moil juft 
and lawful manner of making an acquifitipn 
of this fort,) {he reclaims it, as belonging to 
her, having continued cultivating it for 
above 20 years pad, and having made fet- 
tlements in feveral parts of it, from th? 
fources even of the Ohio to Pichawillanes, 
in the centre of the territory between the 
Ohio and the Wabache.' 



cc 



In 1 755, the Lords Commiffioners for 

Trade and Plantations were fo folicitous \o 

^afcertain the territory of the Six Nations, that 

Dr. Mitchel, by their defire, publifhed a large 

map 
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map of North America j and Mr. PownaU 
the prefent Secretary of the Board of Trade^ 
/i&^/? certified, as appears on the map, — ^That 
the Dodior was furnifhed with documents 
for the purpofe from that JBoard. — In this 
map Dr. Mitchel obferves, * That the Six 

* Nations have extended their territories, ever 

* fince the year 1672, when they fubdued and 

* 'were incorporated with the antient Shawanejfe^ 
^ the native proprietors of thefe countries^ and 

* the river Ohio: befides which, they like- 

* wife claim a right of conqueft over ' the 

* Illinois, and all the Mifliflippi, as far as they 

* extend. This, he adds, ' is confirmed by 

* their own claims and pofleflions in -i 742, 

* which include all the bounds here laid 

* down, and none have ever thotight fit to 

* difpute them,' And, in confirmation of 
this right of ttie Six Nations to the country 
on the Ohio, as mentioned by the King's 
minifters, in their memorial to the Duke of 
Mirepoix in 1755, we would Juft remark^ 
that the Six Nations, Shawanefle and Dela- 
wares, were in the aElual occupation of the 
lands fouthward of the Great Kenhawa for 
fome time after the French had encroached 

upon 
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upon the river Ohio ; and that in the year 
1752, thefe tribes had a large town on Ken- 
tucke river, — 238 miles below the Sioto ."-^ 
that in the year 1754, they refided and 
hunted on x\\^ foutberly fide of the river Ohio, 
in the Low Country^ at about 320 miles heloiv 
the Great Kenhawa j— -and in the year \ 755^ 
they had alfo a large town oppofite to the 
mouth of Sioto ; — at the very place which 
is the foutbern boundary line of the ti*a£t of 
land applied for by Mn Walpole and hisaflcK 
dates, — But it is a certain fa£t, that the Che-r 
jrokees never had any towns or fettlement^ 
in the counxxj foutbward of the Gr^at Ken-r 
hawa ;-T-that they do not hunt there, and that 
neither the Six Nations, Shawaneffe nor Dct 
lawares, do now refide or hunt on the fouthcrly. 
jide of the river Ohio, nor did not for feveral 
years before they fold the country to the King, 
Thefe are fads which can be eafily and fully 
proved* 

" In Odober 1768, at a congrefs held with 
the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix, they ob- 
ferved to Sir William Johnfon : " Now, bro-» 
* ther, you who know all our affairs, muft be 

* fenfiblQ 
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fenfible that our rights go much farther 
to the foutbward than the Kenhawa^ — and 
that we have a very good and clear title 
as far fouth as the Cherokee river ^ v^hich we 
cannot allow to be the right of any other 
.Indians, without doing wrong to our pofte- 
rity, and adting unworthy thofe warriors 
vsrho fought and conquered it ; — we there- 
fore exped this our right will be con- 
fidered.' 



" In November 1768, the Six Nations fofd 
to the King all the country on the foutherly 
fide of the river Ohio, as far as to the Che- 
rokee river; but notwlthftanding that fale, 
as foon as it was underftood in Virginia that 
government favoured the pretenfions of the 
Cherokees, and that Dr. Walker and Colonel 
Lewis (the commiflioners fent from that co- 
lony to the congrefs at Fort Stanwix) had 
returned from thence, the late . Lord Botte- 
tourt fent thefe gentlemen to Charles-town, 
South Carolina, to endeavour to convince 
Mr. Stuart, the Southern Superintendant of 
Indian affairs, of the neceflity of enlarging the 

boundary line, which he had fettled with the 
» 

Chero- 
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Cherokees; — and to run it from the Great 
Kenhawa to Holfton's riven Thefe gentle^ 
men were appointed commiflionefs by his 
Lordfhip, as they had been long converfant 
in Indian affairs, and were well acquainted 
with the actual extent of the Cherokee coun-^* 
try. Whilft thefe commiffioners were ia 
South Carolina, they wrote a letter to Mr, 
Stuart > as he had been but a very few years 
in the Indian fervlce, (and could * not, fron; 
the nature of his former employment, be fup- 
pofed to be properly informed about the Che- 
rokee territory,) refpe£ting the claims of the 
Cherokees to the lands fouthward of the 
Great Kenhawa, and therein they expreffed 
themfelves as follows ; 

< Charles-town, South Carolina, 
Feb. 2, 1769. 

' The QOMntxy foutbivard of the Big Ken-- 
^ hawa was never claimed by the Cherokees^ 

* and now is the property of the Crown, as 

* Sir William Johnfon purchafed it of the 
^ Six Nations at a very confiderable expence, 
^ and took a deed of ceffion from them at Fort 
^ Stanwix/ 

" la 
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" In 1769, the Houfe of Burgefles of the 

colony of Virginia reprefented to Lord Botte- 

tourt, * That they have the greateft ' reafoa 

^' to fear the faid line,' (meaning the boundary 

linej whieh the Lords Gommiffioners for 

Trade and Plantations have referred to in 

the map annexed to their Lordlhips' . report j) 

if confirmed, would conilantly open to the 

Indians, and others enemies to his Majefty, 

a free and eafy ingrefs to the heart of the 

country on the Ohio, Holfton's river, and 

the Great Kenhawa; whereby the fettle- 

ments w^hich may be attempted in thefe 

quarters, will, in all probability, be utterly 

deftroyed, and that great extent of country 

[at leaft 800 miles in \tn^t\i\ from the mouth 

of the Kenhawa to the mouth of the Che^ 

rokee river extending eaft ward as far as the 

Laurell Hill, fo lately ceded to his Majejly^ 

to which no tribe of Indians at prefent fet 

up any pretenjionsy 'will be entirely aban^ 

doned to the Cherokees ; in confequerice of 

which, claims, totally deJlruElive of the true 

intereft of his Majefty, may at fome future 

time arife, and acquiftions jujlly ranked among 

the mojl valuable of the late war be alto* 

getber loJl.\ 

*' From 
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" From the foregoing detail of fads, it is 
obvious^ 

" I ft. That the country yS/z/Awtfr^^ of fhir 
Great Kenbawa^ at leaft as far as the Che* 
rokefe river, originally belonged to the Sha- 
wanefle* 

*' 2d, That the Six Nations, in virtud d[ 
their conqueft of the Shawaneffe, became the? 
la'wful proprietors of that country. 

*^ 3d, That the King, in confequenc6 of 
the grant from the Six Nations, made to his 
Majefty at Fort Stanwix in 1768, is now 
vefted with the undoubted right and property 
thereof. 

*^ '4th, That the Cherokees never refided 
nor hunted in that country, and have not ainf 
kind of right to it. 

" 5th, That the Houfe of Burgefles'of the 
colony of Virginia have, upon good grounds, 
aflert^d, [fuch as properly arife from the na- 
ture, of their ftations, and proximity to the 
Cherokee country,] that the Cherokees had 

not 
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tiot any juft pretenfions to the ttrntqrf foutb^ 
ward of the Great Kenhawa. 

" And laftly. That neither the Six Nations^ 
the Shawanefle nor Delawarcs, do iiow rcfide^ 
or hunt in that country. 

^* Prom thefe confiderations, it is evident 
no poffible injury cap arife to his Majefty's 
fervice, — to the Six Nations and their confe- 
deracy, — or to the Cherokees, by permitting 
us to fettle the wbole of the lands compre- 
hended within our contrafl: with the ^.ords 
Commiflioners of the Treafury :—— 1£> how- 
ever, there has been any treaty held with 
the Six Nations, ^nce the ceffion made to his 
V Majefty at Fort Stanwix, whereby the faith 
of the crown is pledged, both to the Six Na- 
tions and the Cherokees, that no fettlements 
fhould be made beyond the line, marked on 
r their Lordfhips' report ; we fay, if fuch 
agreement has been made by the orders of 
government with thefe tribes, (notwithftand- 
ing, as the Lords Commiflioners have acknow- 
ledged, * ibe Six Nations bad ceded the pro^ 
^ pert y in the lands to bis Majejiy ) — We 

Vol. II. S flatter 
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flatter ourfelves, that the objedion of their 
Lordfhips in the fecond paragraph of theiy 
Report, will be entirely obviated by a fpe-» 
cific claufe being inferted in the King's grant 
to us, exprefsly prohibiting us from fettling 
ofty part of the fame ^ until fuch time as wq 
fhall have frji obtained his Majefty's allow- 
ance, and the full confent of the Cherokees, 
and the Six Nations and their confederates, 
for that purpofe,' 

" III. In regard to the third paragraph 
of their Lordfhips' Report, that it was the 
principle of the Board of Trade, after the 
treaty of Paris, * to confine the weftern extent 
^ of fettlements to. fuch a diftance from the 

* fea-coaft, as that thefe fettlements £houl4 

* lie within the reach of the trade and com-* 

* merce pf this kingdom,' Sffc. we fhall not 
prefume to controvert ; — but it may be ob- 
ferved, that the fettle ment of the country 
Qver the Allegany mountains, and on the Ohio, 
was not underflood, either before the treaty 
of Paris, nor intended to be fo confidered by 
his Majefly's proclamation of October 1763, 
^ as without the reach of the trade and com'* 

* mercfi 
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^ tncrce of this kingdom^ &c. ; — for, in the 
year 1748, Mr. John Hanbury,. and a number 
of other gentlemen, petitioned the King for 
a grant of 500,000 acres of land over the 
Allegany mountains, and on the river Ohio 
and its branches; and the Lords Gommif- 
fioners for Trade and Plantations were then 
pleafed to report to the Lords Committee of 
hU Majefty's moft honourable Privy Council, 
^ Xbat the fcttlement of tht country y lying, to 

* the . "joejiward of the great mountains ^ as it 

* was the centra of the Britifh dominions, 

* liiould be for his Majejifs inter eji^ and the 
^ advantage and fecurity of Virginia and the 
^ neighbouring colonies^ 

** And on the 23d of February 1748-91 
the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plan- 
tations again reported Ko the Lords of the 
Committee of the Privy Council, that they 
had * fully fet forth the great utility and adr 

* vantage of extending our fettlements beyond 

* the great mountains (which Report has been 

* approved of by your Lord/hips), — ^And as, 
^ by thefe new propofals, there is a great pro^ 

* babHity of having a much larger tra£l of 
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* the faid country fettled thcin under thi fotmef'^ 

* w^ tf r^ ^ opinion^ that it will be greatly Jhi^ 

* bis Majejlys fervice^ and the welfare ami 

* fecurity of Virginia^ to^ comply tffitb the prayer 

* of the petition^ 

* ^* And on the j6th of March 1748-9, tA 
inJlruElion was fent to the Governor of Vir^ 
ginia to grant 500,000 acres of land wer Ap 
All^any mountains to the aforefaid Mr. Han*. 
bury and his partners (whp are how part of 
the company of Mr. Walpole and his aflb-. 
ciates) ; and that inf^rudion fets forth, l^at 

fucb fettlements will be fbr our infire/i^ and 
the advantage 2xA fecurity of our f aid colony^ 
as ivell as the advantage of the neigbbouring 
ones; — inafmuch as our loving fubje£ls ^/7/ 
be tbereby enabled to cultivate a ftiendjhip^ 
and carry on a more eoctenfye comw^c^ with 
the nations of Indians inhabiting thofe 
parts ; and fucb examples may likewife induce- 
the neigbbquf^ing colonies to turn tJnir tbgugbt^ 
towards de/igns of the fame nature^ ^"-^-^ 
Hence we apprehend, it is evident, that ^ 
former Board of Trade, at which Lord Hali- 
fax prefided, was of opinion, that fettlements 



mcr^ 
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*W?r the Allegany mountains were not againft 
the King's intereft, tior at fuch a diftance 
itQxn the fea-coaft, as to be without * the reach 

* of the trade and commerce of this king- 

* dom/ nor 'where its authority or jurif- 
diftion could not be exercifed. — But the Re-- 
port under confideration fuggefts, that two 
capital obje^s of the proclamation of 1763 
were, to confine * future fettlements to the 

* fources of the rivers which fall into the fea 

* from the weft and north- weft,' (or, in other 
words, to the eajlernjide of the Allegany moun-* 
tains ^ J and to the three new governments 
of Canada, Eaft Florida, and Weft Florida; — 
and to eftablifh this fa<ft, the Lords Commit- 
fioners for Trade and Plantations recite a part 
of that proclamation. 

^^ But if the whsfle of this proclamation is 
qoniidered, it will be found to contain the nine 
following heads ; viss^ 

" I ft, To declare to his MajeftyV fubjefts, 
that he had erected four diftinft and feparate 
governments in Aiiierica ; viss. Quebec, Eaft 
yiorida, Weft Flprida^. and Grenada. 

S3 " 2d, To 
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" 2d, To afcertain the refpedive botm4«* 
aries of thefe four new governments* 

" 3d, To teftify the royal fenfe and ap- 
probation of the condufl: and bravery, both of 
the officers and foldiers of the King's army, 
and of the reduced* officers of the navy, ^ho 
had: ferved in North America, and to re- 
ward them by grants of lands in Quebep, 
and in Eaft and Weft Florida, without fee or 
•reward. 

^' 4th, To hinder the Governors of Que- 
bec, Eaft Florida and Weft Florida, from 
granting warrants offurvey, or paffing pa- 
tents for lands, beyond the bounds of their 
relpedive governments. - . 

** 5th, To forbid the governors of any 
other colonies or plantations in America, from 
granting warrants or paffing patents for lands, 
beyond the heads or fources of any of the 
rivers, which fall into the Atlantic Ocean 
from the weft or north-weft, or- upoii any 
lands whatever, * whicby not having been 
* CEDEiy to or pur chafed by the King^ are 

* referved 
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' relerved to the faid Indians, or any of 
* them.' 

** 6th, To referve, ^ for the prefcnt^ under 
the King's fovereignty, protection, and do^ 
minion, for the ufe of the faid Indians^ all the 
lands not included within the limits of the 
faid three new governments, or within the 
liiiiits of the Hudfon's Bay Company ; as 
alfo, all the lands lying to the weftward of 
the fources of the rivers, which fall into the 
fea from the weft and north-weft, and for- 
bidding the King's fubjedts from making 
any purchafes of fettlements whatever, or 
taking poffeffion of the lands fo referved^ 
without his Majefty's leave and licence firft 
obtained* 



" 7th, To require all perfons, who had 
made fettlements on lands, not purchafed by 
the King from the Indians, to remove from 
fuch fettlements. 

" 8th, To regulate the future purchafes 
of lands from the Indians, within flich parts 

S 4 as 
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as his Majefty, by that proclamation, per-i 
mitted fettlements to be made. 

*' 9th, To declare, that the trade with the 
Indians fhould be free and open to all his 
Majefty's fubjeds, and to prefcribe the manner 
how it fhall be carried on* 



" And laftly, To require all military offi- 
cers, and the fiiperintendants of Indian affairs, 
to feize and s^pprehend all perfons who flood 
charged with treafons, murders, &c. and who 
had fled from juftice, and taken refuge in the 
referved lands of the Indians, to fend fuch 
perfons to the colony, li^&^re they flood ac- 
cufed. 

" From this proclamation, therefore, it is 
obvious, that the fole defigq of it, independ- 
ent of the eflabjiihment of the three new 
governments, afcertaining their refpeftive 
boundaries, rewarding the officers and fol- 
diers, and regulating the Indian trade, and 
apprehending felons, was to convince the In- 
dians * of his Majefly's juflice and determined 

o ' refo- 
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* refolution to remove all reafonable caufe of 

* difcontent,' by interdiding all fettlements 
on land, not ceded to or purcbafed by bis Ma-^ 

jejiy ; and declaring it to be, as we have al- 
ready mentioned, his royal will and pleafure, 

• for tbe prefenty to referve^ under his fo- 

• vereignty, protedion, and dominion, for 

* tbe life of tbe Indians y all the lands and 

• territories lying to the weftward of the 

• fources of the rivers which fall into the 

* fea from the weft and north-weft/-^~Can 

i' 

any words exprefs more deciflvely the royal 
intention ? — Do they npt explicitly mention. 
That ^he territory is, at prefent^ referved under 
his Majefty's protection, for tbe ufe of tbe 
Indians ? — ^And as the Indians had no ufe for 
thofjb lands, which are bounded weferly by- 
^^foutb-^eaftjideoith^ river Ohio, either for 
rcfidence or hunting, they were willing to 
fell them ; and accordingly did fell them to 
the King in November 1768, (the occafion 
of which, fale will be fully explained in our 
pbfervations. in the fpqceeding paragraphs of 
the Report).' — Of courfe, the proclamation, 
fo far as it regarded the fettlement of the 
lands includje4 within that purchafe, has ab- 

fblutely 
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folutely and undoubtedly ccafed. — ^The latd 
Mr. Grenville, who was, at the time of if- 
fuing .this proclamation, the minifter of this 
kingdom, always aditiitted, that the defign 
of it was totally accomplifhed, fo foon as the 
country was pur chafed of the natives^ 

k 

*^ IV. In this paragraph, the Lords Coni- 
iniflidners for Trade and Plantations mention 
two reafons for his Majefty's entering into 
engagements with the Indians, for fixing a 
more, precife and determinate boundary line 
than was . fettled by the proclamation of 
Odlober 1763, viz. 

., ■ - - . 

*' ift. Partly for want of precifton in the 
one intended to be marked by the procla- 
mation of 1 763. 

- **- 2d, And partly from a confideration of 
juftice in regard to legal titles to lands. 

' " We have, we prefume, fully proved, in 
our obfervations on the third paragraph. 
That the defign of the proclamation, fo far 
as it related to lands wejiward of the Alle- 
gany 



I. 
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gany 'mountains, was for no other purpofe 
than to referve them, under his Majefty's 
protection, for the prefent^ for the ufe of the 
Indians ; to which we Ihall only add. That 
the line eftabliflied by the proclamation, fo 
far as it concerned the lands in queftion, could 
* not poffibly be fixed and defcribed with more 
precifion^ than the proclamation itfelf defcribes 
it ; for it declares, That * all the lands and 

* territories lying to the weftward of the 

* fources of the rivers, which fall into the 

* fea from the weji and north-^wef^ fhould 
be referved under his Majefty's protection* 

" Neither, in our opinion, was his Majefty 
induced to enter into engagetnents with the 
Indians for fixing a more precife and deter- 
minate boundary ^ partly from a conftderation 

* of jttjlice^ in regard to legal titles to lands,^ 
— ^for there were none fuch (as we fhall prove) 
comprehended within the trad now under 
confideration. 



i( 



But for a full comprehenfion of all the 
reafons for his Majefty's * entering into e^- 
* gagements with the Indians, for fixing a 

* more 
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* more precife and deterrainfeite boundaty 
' * line' than was fettled by the royal procla* 
mation of Odober 1763, we ftiall take the 
liberty of ftating the following fadis: — In 
the year 1764, the King's minifters had it 
then in contemplation to obtain an a£t of 
parliament for the proper regulation of the 
Indian commerce j and providing a fund 
(by laying a duty on the trade) for the fup* 
port of fuperintendants, commiflaries, inter- 
preters, &c. at particular forts in the Indian 
country, "where the trade was to be carried 
on: — ^And as a part of this fyftem, it was 
thought proper, in order to avoid future com- 
plaints from the Indians, on account of en- 
croachments on their hunting-grounds, to 
purchafe a large tra6t of. territory from them, 
and eftablifli, with their confent, a refpeftablc 
boundary //W, beyond which his Majefty's 
fubjefts fliould not be permitted to fettle. 

** In confequence of this fyftem, orders 
were tranfmitted to Sir William Johnfon, in 
the year 1764, to call together the Six Na- 
tions^ lay this propofition of the boundary 
before them, and take their opinion upon it.— 

This, 
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This, we apprehend, will appear evident from 
the following fpeech, made by Sir William 
to the Six Nations, at a conference which 
he held with them, at Johnfon Hajl^ May 
the 2d, 1765, 



* Brethren, 
* The laft but the moft important affair I 
have at this time to mention, is with regard 
to Xhit fettling a boundary between you and 
the Engli/h. I fent a meffage to fome 
of your nations fome time ago, to acquaint 
you, that I fhould confer with you at this 
meeting upon it. The King, whofe ge- 
nerofity and forgivenefs you have already 
experienced, being very dejirous to put a 
Jinal end to difputes between his people and 
YOU CONCERNING LAND?, and to do you 
ftrift juftipe, has fallen upon the plan of 
a boundary between our provinces and the 
Indians (which no white man fhall dare 
to invade) as the beft and fureft method of 
ending fuch like difputes, and fecuring 
your property to you, beyond a poffibility 
of difturbance. This will, I hope, appear 
to you fp reafonable, fo juft on the part 

•of 
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of the King, and fo advantageous to yo^ 
and your pofterity, that I can have no 
doubt of your chearfuUy joining with me 
in fettling fuch a divifion-line, as will 
be bcft for the advantage of both white 
men and Indians, and as Jhall beji agree 
with the extent and increaje of each pro-i 
vincej and the governors, whom I Ihall 
confuk upon that occafion, fo foon as I anr 
fully empowered; but in the mean time 
I am delirous to know in what manner you 
would choofe to extend it, and what you 
'will l^eartily agree to, and abide by, in 
general terms. At thq fame time I am 
to acquaint you, that whenever the whole 
is fettled, and that it fhall appear you have 
Jq far confuflted thf increafmg fate of our 
people^ as to make any convenient cejfons. of 
ground where it is moft wanted, that then 
you will receive a confiderable prefent in 
return for your friendfhip.' 



^ To this fpeech the Sachems and Warriors 
of the Six Nations, after conferring fome 
time among themfelves, gave an anfwer to 
Sir William Johnfon, and agreed to the pro- 

pofitioA 
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pofitlpn of the boundary line ; — which an- 
fwer, and the other tranfa£tions of this con- 
ference, Sir William tranfmitted to the of-^ 
fice of the Lords Commiflioners for Trade an4 
PlantationSf 

*' From a change of the adminiftratlon^ 
which formed the above fyftem of obtaining 
an aft of parliament for regulating the In-r 
dian trade, and eftablifhing the boundary line^ 
or from fome other public caufe, unknown 
to us, — no meafures were adopted, until the 
latter end of the year 1767, for completing 
the negotiation about this; boundary lia?.-^^ 
But in the mean time, vi%. between the years 
J 765 and 1768, the Icing's fubjeds removed 
in great numbers from Virginia, Maryland, 
and Pennfylvania, and fettled over the moun- 
tains, — upon which account, the Six Nations 
became fp irritated, that in the year 1766 
they killed feveral perfons, and denounced 
a general war againft the middle colonies; 
and to appeafe them, and to avoid fiich a 
public calamity, a detachment of the 42d 
regiment of foot was that year fent from the 
garrifon of Fort Pitt, to remove fuch fettlers 

as 
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as were feated at Red Stone Creek^ &c. — ^but 
the endeavours and threats of that detach- 
ment proved inefFe£tual, and they returned 
to the garrifon, without being able to exe- 
cute their orders.-^The complaints of the Six 
Nations however continuing and increajing^ 
on account of the fettling of their lands 
ever the mountains, General Gage wrote to 
the Governor of Pennfylvania on the 7th of 
Pecember 1767, and after mentioning thefe 
complaints, he obferved, * Tou are a wit^ 
^ nefs tfow little attimtion has been paid to the 
^ fever al proclamations that have been pub^ 

* li/hedi and that even the removing tbofe 

* people from the lands in queflion^ which was 
^ attempted this fummer by the garrifon at 
^ Fort Pitt J has been only a temporary expe^ 
^ dient^ We learn they are returned again 
^ to th6 fame encroachments on Red Stone 

* Creek and Cheat River in greater numbers 

* tbanev^r^ 

•* On the 5th of January 1 768, the Go- 
vernor of Pennfylvania fent a meffage to the 
General Affembly of the province with the 
foregoing letter from General Gage, — and on 

the 
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the 13th the Aflembly, in the conclufion of a 
meflage to the Governor on the fubje£t of 
Indian complaints, obferved, * To obviate 
which caufe of their difcontent, and ef- 
fedually to eftablifh between them and his 
Majefty's fubj efts a^ durable peace, we are 
of opinion, that a fpeedy confirmation of the 
boundary^ and a juft fatisfadion made tO 
them for their lands on this fide of it, zxt 
abfolutely neceflary. By this means all 
their prefent complaints of encroachmients 
will be removed, and the people on out 
frontiers will have a fuflScient country to 
fettle or hunt in^ without interfering *with 
them^ 

*^ On the 19th of January 1768,^ Mn 
Galloway, the Speaker of the Aflembly iii 
Pennfylvania, and the Committee of Corre-* 
fpondence, wrote on the fubje£l of the Indians 
difqijietude, by order of the Houfe, to their 
agents Richard Jackfon and Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Efquires, in London j and therein they 
faid, * That the delay of the confirmation of 

• the boundary the natives have warmly com- 

* plained of, and that although they have re-- 
' VoL^IL T "^ceivei 
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^ ceived no conftderation for the lands agreed 

* to be ceded to the crown on our fide of the 

* boundar)r, yet that its fubjedls are daily fet^ 
^ tUng and occupying tbofe very lands ^ 

** Iti April 1768, the legiflature of Penn- 
fylvania finding that the expectations of an 
Indian war were hourly increafing, occajioned 
by the fettlement of the lands over the moun'* 
iains^ not fold by the natives ; and flattering 
themfelves, that orders would foon arrive 
from England for the perfedion of the bound- 
ary line ; they voted the fum of one thoufand 
pounds, to be given as a prefent, in blankets, 
ftrouds, &c. to the Indians upon the Ohio, 
with a view of moderating their refent- 
ment, until thefe orders fhould arrive : and 
the Governor of Pennfylvania being in- 
formed, that a treaty was foon to be held at 
Fort Pitt by George Groghan Efq. deputy 
agent of Indian affairs, by order of General 
Gage and Sir William Johnfon, he fent his 
fecretary and another gentleman, as com- 
miffioners from the province, to deliver 
the above prefent to the Indians at Fort 
Pitt. 



JDRr BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. fl^J^ 

" On the 2d of May 1768, the Six Nar 
,tions made the following fpecch at that con- 
ference : ^ 

* Brother, 
.... * It is not without grief that we fee our 
coMTkXxy fettled by you^ without- our know- 
ledge or confent ; and it is a long time lince 
we complained to you of this grievance, 
which we find has not yet been redreffed^ 
but fettlements are ft ill extending further 

Anto our country :.{omc o£ them are made 
diredly on our war-path, leading to our 
enemies country, and we do not like it. 
Brother, you hsLVtlaws among you to govern 
your people by ; and it will be the ftrongeft 

. proof of the fmcerity of your friendftxip, 
to let us fee that you remove the people 
from our lands j as we look upon it, tbey 
will have time enough to fettle them^ when 

jou have pur chafed them^ and the country 
becomes yours^ 



• i 



" The Pennfylvania commiffioners, in an- 
fwer to this fpeech, informed the Six Nations, 
that the Governor of that province had. feut 

T 2 four 
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four gentlemen with his proclamation 'and 
the ad: of affembly (making it felony of death 
without benefit of clergy, to continue on 
Indian lands) to fuch fettlers over the moun- 
tains as were feated within the limits of 
Pennfylvania, requiring them to vacate their 
fettlements ; . but all to no avail :— -that the 
Governor of Virginia had likewife, to as 
little purpofe, iffued his proclamations and 
i>rders, and that General Gage had twice 
titeffeBudlly fent parties of foldiers to remove 
the fettlers from Red Stone. Creek and Mo- 
nongehda. 

" As foon as Mr. Jackfon and Dn Frank* 
lin received the foregoing inftruftions from 
the General AflTembly of Pennfylvania, they 
waited upon the American mitiifter, and urged 
the expediency and ncceffity of the boundary 
line being fpeedily concluded ; and, in con- 
fequence thereof, additional orders w6re im- 
mediately tranfmitted to Sir William Johnfon 
for that purpofe. 

** It is plain, therefore, that the procla- 
mation of October 1763 was not defigned, as 

the 
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the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plan- 
tations have fuggefted, to fignify the policy 
of this kingdom, againjl fettlcments over the 
Allegany mountains, after the King had ac- 
tually purchafed the territory ; and that the 
true reafons for purchafing the lands comr^ 
prifed within that boundary were to avoi4 
an Indian rupture, and give an opportunity 
to the King's fubjedls quietly and lawfully 
to fettle thereon. 

" V. Whether the Lords Cortlmiffionefs 
for Trade and Plantations are well founded 
in their declarations, that the lands under 
confideration ' are out of all advantageous iti'^ 

* tercourfe with this kingdom^ fhall be fully 
confidered in our obfervations on the fixtl> 
paragraph ; — and as to ' the various propo- 

* fitions for ereding new colonies in the 

* interior parts^ which, their Lordfhips fay, 

* have been, in confequence of the extientioa 
^ of the boundary line, fubmitted to the 

* confideration of government, particularly 
•^ in that part of the country wherein are fitu-^ 
^* ated the lands now prayed for, and the 

* danger of complying with fuch propofals 

T a ' I^^vo 
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* have been fo obvious, as to defeat every at- 

* tempt for carrying them into execution ;* — ^ 
we fhall only obferve on this paragraph, that 
as we do not know what thefe propofitions 
were, or upon what principle the propofers 
liave be^ri defeated^ it is impoflible for us td 
judge, whether they are any ways applicable 
to btir cafe. — Confiftent however with oiir 
knowledge, no more than one propofitionj 
for the fettlement of a part of the lands* in 
queftion, has been prefented to governnfent ; 
and that was from Dr. Lee, 3 2 other Ame- 
riqans, and two Londoners, in the year 1 768 ; 
praying that his Majefty would grant to them, 
without any pur chafe-money^ 2,500,000 acres 
of land m one or more furveys^ to be located 
between the 38th and 42d degrees of latitude, 
ever the Allegany mountains^ and on condition 
of their poffefling thefe lands 12 years with- 
out the payment of any quit-rent (the famt 
not to begin until the whole 2,500,000 acres 
5yere furveyed) ; and that they fhould be 
obliged to fettle only 200 families in 12 years • 
Surely, the Lords Commiflioners did not 
mean this propofition as one that was limilar, 

and 
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and would apply to the cafe now reported 
upon ; and efpecially as Dr. Lee and his af- 
fociates did not propofe, as we do, either to 
purchafe the lands, or pay the quit-rents to 
his Majefty, neat and clear of all deduEtions^ or 
be at the whole expence of eftablifhing and 
maintaining the civil government of the 
country. 

* " VI. In the (ixth paragraph the Lords 
Commiffioners obferve, That ' every argument 

* on the Juhjedly refpe<9:ing the fettlement of 

* the lands in that part of the country now 

* prayed for, is colleEied together^ with great 

* force and precifon^ in a Reprefentation made 

* to his Majejly by the Lords CommifEpners 

* for Trade and Plantations, in March 1768.' 

*^ That it may be clearly underftood what 
was the occafion of this Reprefentation y we 
ihall take the liberty of mentioning, that on 
the I ft of Odober 1767, and during the 
time that the Earl of Shelburne was Secretary 
of State for the fouthern department, an idea 
was entertained of forming, * at the expence 

* of the crown^ three ?tew governments in 

T 4 North 
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North America, viz. one at Detroit [on the 
•waters between Lake Huron and Lake Erie]; 
one in the Illinois Country^ and one on the 
lower part of the river Ohio : and in confe- 
quence of fuch an idea, a reference was made 
by his Lordfhip to the Lords Commiffioners 
for Trade and Plantations, for their opinion 
upon thefe propofed new governments* 

" Having plainly explained the caufe of 
the Reprefentation^ which is fo very ftrongly 
and earneftly infifted upon by the Lords 
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, as 
containing * every argument on the fuhjeB of 
* the lands which is at prefent before your 
' Lordfhips ;' we fhall now give our reafons 
for apprehending, that it is fo far from ap- 
plying againft our cafe, that it adtually de- 
clares a permiffion would be giyen to fettle 
the very lands in queftion. 

*' Three principal reafons are affigned in 
the Reprefentatipn ^ ' as conducive to the great 
\ obje£t of colonizing upon the continent of 
f North America, viz. 
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*' ift, ' Promoting the advantageous fiftiery 
^ carried on upon the northern coajl^ 

*' 2dly, * Encouraging the growth and cul- 

* ture of naval ftores, and of raw materials^ 

* to be tranfported hither, in exchange for 

* perfedl manufactures and. other merchan- 

* dize.' 

*' 3dlyt, ^ Securing a fupply of lumber, pro- 
' vifions, and other neceffaries, for the fup- 

* port of our eftablifhments in the American 

* iflands.' 

" On the firft of thefe reafons, we appre- 
hend, it is not neceflary for us to make many 
obfervatioqs j as the provinces of New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and 
the coXoviit^foutbward of them, have not^ and 
from the nature of their lituation and com- 
merce will not^ promote the fiP^ery more, it 
is conceived, than the propofed Ohio colony. 
Thefe provinces are, however, beneficial 
to this kingdom, in the culture and export- 
ation of different articles; — as it is humbly, 
prefumed the Ohio colony will likewife be, 

6 if 
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if the produ(3:ion of Jlaple commodities is al- 
lowed to be within that defcription. 

^ " On the 2d and 3d general reafons of the 
Reprefentation we fhall obferve, that no part 
of his Majefty's dominions in North America 
will require lefs encouragement ' for the growth 

* and culture of naval ftores and raw mate- 

* rials, and for the fupplying the iflands 

* with lumber, provifions,' &c. than the 
folicited colony on the Ohio ; — ^aiid for the 
following reafons : 

" Firft; The lands in queftion are excellent, 
the climate temperate, the native grapes, 
"ilk-worms, and mulberry-trees, are every 
where; hemp grows fpontaneoufly in the 
Talleys and low lands ; iron-ore is plenty in 
the hills ; and no foil* is better adapted for 
the culture of tobacco, flax, and cotton, than 
that of the Ohio. 

*' Second ; The country is well watered by 
ieveral navigable rivers, communicating with 
each other ; and by which, and a fhort land- 
carriage of only 40 miles^ the produce of the 

lands 
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lands of the Ohio can, even now^ be ,fent 
cheaper to the fea-port town of Alexandria, 
on the river Potomack, (where General Brad- 
dock's tranfports landed his troops,) than any- 
kind of merchandize is at this time ftnt Jrom 
Northampton toLondoti. 

" Third j The river Ohio is, at all feafons 
of the year, navigable for large boats, like the 
Weft Country barges, rowed only by four or 
five men ; and from the month of January 
to the month of April, large fhips may be 
built on the Ohio, and fent laden with bemp^ 
iron^fiax^ftlk^ &c. to this kingdom* 

" Foutth; Flour, corn, beef, fliip-plank, 
and other neceffaries, can be fent down the 
ftream of the Ohio to Weft Florida, and from 
thence to the iflands, much cheaper, and in 
better order, than from New York or Phila- 
delphia. 

" Fifth; Hemp, tobacco, iron, and fuch 

bulky articles, can alfo be fent down the 

Jiream of the Ohio to the fea^ at leaft 50 per^ 

ctrUum cheaper thau thefe articles were 

ever 



f 
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ever carried by a land carriage, of only 60 
ipiiles, in Pennfylvania,— ^where ^waggonage 
W cheaper than ia any other part of North 
America* 

** Sixth ; The expence of tranfporting Bri- 
tifh manufadlories from the fea to the Ohio 
colony will not be fo much as is now paid, 
^nd muft ever be paid, to a great part of 
the countries of Pennfylvania^ Virginia^ and. 
Maryland^ 

•* From this ftate of fads, we apprehend, 
it is clear that the land3 in queftion are alto-* 
gether capable, and will advantageoufly admit, 
from their fertility, fituation, and the fmall 
expence attending the exporting the produce 
of them to this kingdom, — * of conducing 

* to the great objedJ: of colonizing upon 

* the continent of North America :'- — but 
that we may more particularly elucidate this 
important point, we Ihall take the freedom 
of obferving,^— that it is not difputed, but 
even acknowledged, by the very Report now 
jmder conlideration, that the climate andi 
foil of the Ohio are as favourable as we have 

defgribe4 
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defcribed them ; — ^and as to the native filk- 
worms, it is a trirth, that above 10,000 
weight of eocoons was, in Auguft 1 77 1 , fold 
at the public filature in Philadelphia ;— and 
4£hat the filk produced from the native worm 
is of a good quality, and has been much 
approved of in this city* — As to hemp^ we are 
ready to- make it appear, that it grows, as we 
■have reprefented, fpontaneoufly, and of a 
good texture on the Ohio. — ^When, therefore, 
the increaftng dependence of this kingdom, 
upon Rujffiay for this very article, is con-» 
fidered, and that none has been exported from 
the fea-coajl American colonies^ as their foil 
will not eafily produce it, — this dependeneft 
muft furely be admitted as a fubjeft of great 
national confequence, and worthy of the le- 
rious attention of government. Nature has 
pointfed out to us where any quantity of 
hemp can be foon and eafily raifed ; and by 
that rileans, not only a large amount of fpecie 
may be retained yearly in this kingdom, but 
our own fubjeds can be employed moft ad- 
vantageoufly, and paid in the manufaElures of 
this kingdom. The ftate of the RujQSan trade 
is briefly thus : 

From 
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From the year 1722 to 173 1, 
— 250 fliips were, on a me- 
dium, fent each year to St. 
Peterlburgh, Narva, Riga, 
and Archangel, for Aemp^ 250 fhipQ. 

And from the year 1762 to 
1771,-500 fhips were alfo 
fent for that purpofe, 500 

Increafe in ten years, 250 fhips. 

*' Here, then, it is obvious that in the laffi 
ten years there was, on a medium, an increafe 
of 250 fhips in the Ruffian trade. Can it be 
confiflent with the wifdom and policy of the 
greateft naval and commercial nation in the 
world, to depend wholly ow foreigners for the 
fupply of an article, in which is included the 
very exiftence of her navy and commerce ? 
Surely not ; and efpecially when God has 
blefled us with a country yielding naturally 
the very commodity which draws our money 
from us, and renders us dependent on Ruffia 
for it. 

*' As we have only hitherto generally flated 
the fmall expeace of carriage between the 

waters 
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waters of Potomack and thofe of the Ohio, 
we fhall now endeavour to fhew how very- 
ill founded the Lords for Trade and Planta- 
tions are, , in the fifth paragraph of their i?^- 
port^ viz. That the lands in queftion * arc 

* out of all advantageous intercourfe with this 

* kingdom^ In order, however, that a proper 
opinion may be formed on this important 
article, we fhall take the liberty of dating 
the particular expence of carriage, even during 
the laft French war^ (when there was no back 
carriage from the Ohio to Alexandria,) as 
it will be found, it was even then only about 
a halfpenny per pounds as will appear from the 
following account, the truth of which we 
fhall fully afcertain, vi%. 



From Alexandria to Fort 


£' •«■• 


d. 


Cumberland, by water, 


I 


7 per cwt, 


From Fort Cumberland to 






Redftone Creek, at 14 






dollars /<?r waggon-load. 


4 




each waggon carrying 


" 


• ^ 


15 cwt. 


4 


2 


■^ 

/ 


** s 


9 


r 




' Note^ 



% / 
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Note — ^The diftance was then 70 miles, 
but by a new waggon-road, lately made, 
it is new but forty miles — a faving, of 
courfe, of above one-half the 5J. 9^. is 
at prefent experienced. 

*' If it is confidered that this rate of car- 
riage was in time of war^ and when there 
were no inhabitants on the Ohio, we cannot 
tloubt but every intelligent mind will be fa- 
tisfied, that it is now much lefs than is daily 
paid in London for the carriage of coarfc 
nvoollens^ cutlery^ iron warey &c. from feveral 
counties in England. 

The following is the Coft of Carriage from 

Birmingham^ &c. vi%^ 

From Birmingham to London, is 41. per cwt. 

From Walfall in StafFordfhire, 5X. 

From Sheffield, 8/. 

From Warrington, 7^. 

*' If the lands which ate at prefent under 
confideration, are, as the Lords Commiflioners 
for Trade and Plantations fay, * out of all ad^ 
* vantageous inUrcourfe with this kingdom^ 

we 



i)R. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 289 

We are at a lofs to conceive by what ftandard 
that Board calculates the rate of ' advan- 

* tageous intercourfe.'— If the King's fub- 
jeds, fettled over the Allegany mountains, 
and on the Ohio, within the //^«;-ere(3:ed 
county of Bedford, in the province of Penn- 

. fylvania, are altogether cloathed with Britiflx 
manufacture, as is the cafe j is that country 

* out of all advantageous intercourfe with 
^ this kingdom ?'— If merchants in London 
are nozv adtually fhipping Britifh manufac- 
tures for the ufe of the very fettlers on the 

. lands in queftion, does that exportation come 
within the Lords Commiffioners defcriptioix 
of what is ' out of all advantageous inter- 
' courfe with this kingdom?' In fhort, the 
Lords Commiffioners admit, upon their own 
principles, that it is a political and advan- 
tageous intercourfe with this kingdom, when 
the fettlements and fettlers are confined to 
the eajlern fide of the Allegany mountains. 
Shall then the expence of carriage, even of the 
very coarfeft and heavieft cloths, or other ar- 
ticles, from the mountains to the Ohio, only 
about 70 miles, and which will not, at moft, 
increafe the price of carriage above a halfpenny 
Vol, II. U a yard J 



•Vt. 
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a yard^ convert the trade and connexion with 
the fettlers on the Ohio, into a predicament 
that fhall be, as the Lords Commiffioners 
have faid, out of all advantageous intcr- 
courfe with this kingdom?' — On the whole, 
if the poor Indians in the remote parts of 
North America are now able to pay for 
the linens, woollens, and iron ware, they 
are furniflied with by Englifli traders, 
though Indians have nothing but what 
they get by hunting, and the goods are 
loaded with all the impofitions fraud and 
knavery can contrive, to inhancexSi€\x value; 
will not induftrious Englifh farmers,' em- 
ployed in the culture of hemp, flax, filk, &fr. 
be able to pay for what fhall be brought 
to them in the fair way of commerce;' 
and efpecially when it is remembered, that 
there is no other allowable market for the fale 
of thefe articles than in this kingdom ?-^ 
And if, • the growths of the country find 

* their way out of it, will not the manu- 

* failures of this kingdom, where the 

* hemp, &fc, muft be fent to, find their way 

* into it r 



** Whether 
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" Whether Nova Scotia, and Eaft and Weft 
Florida have yielded advantages and returns 
equal to the enormous fums expended in 
founding and fupporting them, or even ad- 
vantages, fuch as the Lords Commiffioners 
for Trade and Plantations, in their Repre^ 
fentgtian of 1768, feemed to expe<ft, it is not 
. Qur bufinefs to inveftigate :— it is, we pre- 
.fume, fufficient for us to mention, that thofe 

* many principal perfons in Pennfylvania,' 
as is obferved in the Reprefentation^ * whofe 

* names and affociation lie before your Ma* 

* jefty in Council, for the purpofe of making 

* fettlements in Nova Scdtia,' have, feveral 
years fince, been convinced of the impra£ti-* 
cability of exciting fettlers to move from th^ 
middle colonies^ and fettle in that province; 

^ and even of thofe who were prevailed on to 
go to Nova Scotia, the greater part of them 
returned with great complaints againft the 

- feverity and length of the winters. 

*' As to Eaft and Weft Florida, it is, we 
are perfuaded, morally impoffible to force the 
people of the middle provinces, between 37 
and 40 degrees north latitude, (where there 

U a .is 



29^ DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

is plenty of vacant land in their own tem- 
perate climate,) to remove to the fcorching, 
unwholefome heats of thefe provinces. The 
inhabitants of Montpelier might as foon 
and as eafily be perfuaded to remove to the 
northern parts of Ruffia, or to Senegal.-— In 
fhort, it is contending with nature, and the 
experience of all ages, to attempt to com]pel 
a people, born and living in a temperate cli-^ 
mate^ and in the neighbourhood of a richi 
liealthful, and uncultivated country, to travel 
feveral hundred miles to a fea-port in order 
; to make a voyage to fea ; and fettle either in 
' extreme hot or cold latitudes. If the county 
of York was vacant and uncultivated, and 
the more fouthern inhabitants of this ifland 
were in want of land, would they fufier 
themfelves to be driven to the north of Scot- 
land h — ^Would they not, in fpite of all op- 
pofition,^;;;^ pofTefs themfelves of that fertile 
country ?— Thus much we have thought ne- 
ceffary to remark, in refpedt to the general 
principles laid down in the Reprefentation of 
1768 ; and we hope we have fhewn, that the 
arguments therein made ufe of, do not in any 
degree militate againft the fubjeft in queftion ; 

but 
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but that they were intended, and do folely 
apply to * new colonies propofed to be eftab- 

* lilhed/ as the Reprefentation fays, ' at an 
^ expence to this kingdom^ at the diftance of 

* above i5oo^miles from the fea, which from 

* their inability to find returns, wherewith 

* to pay for the manufactures of Great Bri- 

* tain, will be probably led to m^nufa(3:ure 

* for themfelves, as they would^ continues 
the Reprefentation y ' be feparated from the old 

* colonies by immenfe trafts of unpeopled 

* defart/ — 

^ It now only remains for us to inquire, 
whether it was the intention of the Lords 
Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations in 
1768, that the territory, which would be in- 
tluded within the boundary line ^ then nego- 
ciating with the Indians, (and which w^s the 
one that was that year perfe<fted,) fhould con- 
tinue a ufelefs wildernefs, or be fettled and 
occupied 'by his Majefty's fubj efts.— The 
very Reprefentation itfelf, which the prefent 
Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions fay contains ' every argument on the 

* /^ki^^> furnifhes us an ample and fatisfaq- 

U 3 tory 
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tory folution to this important queftion.-— The 
Lords Commiflioners in 1768, after pro- 
nouncing their opinion againji the propofed 
three new governments^ as above ftated, de-r 
dare, * They ought to be carefully guarded 
againft, by encouraging the fettlement of 
that extcnfive tradl of fea-coaft hitherto 
unoccupied ; which, fay their Lordfhips, 
together with the liberty^ that the Inhabitants 
OF THE middle colonies will have (in 
confequence of the propofed boundary line 
with the Indians) of gradually extending 
themfelves backwards^ will more effe^ually 
arid benejicially anfwer the ojyedl of encour 
raging population and confumption^ than the 
erection of new governments ; fuch gradual 
extenfion might, through the medium of a 
continual population, upon even the fame 
extent of territory, preferve a communi- 
cation of mutual commercial benefits be- 
tween its extremeft parts and Great Britain, 
impojjible to exijl in colonies feparated by im- 
menfe traEls of unpeopled defart? — Can any 
opinion be more clear and conclufive, in 
favour of the propofition which we have 
humbly fubmitted to his Majefty ? — for their 

Lordfliips 
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Lordfliips pofitively fay, that the inhabitants 
of the middle colonies will have liberty of 
gradually extending them/elves backwards I— ^ 
but is it not very extraordinary, that a&er 
near two years deliberation, the prefent Lords 
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations 
fliould make a Report to the Lords of the 
Committee of the Privy Council, and therein 
exprefsly refer to that opinion of 1768, in 
which, \they fay, * every argument on the 
fubjeSl is collected togdher with great force 
and precifton^ and yet that, almoft in the 
fame breath, their Lordfhips ' fhould con- 
travene that very opinion, and advife his 
Majefty to check the progrefs of their fettle- 
ments V — ^And that ' fettlements in that dif 
tant part of the country ought to be difcou- 
raged as much as poffible, and another 
proclamation fhould be iflued declaratory 
of his Majefty's refolution, not to allow, 
for the prefent^ any new fettlemeut beyond 
the line %- — to wit, beyond the Allegany 
mountains ? — How ftrange and contradidory 
is this condud:? — But we forbear any ftric- 
tures upon it ; — and fhall conclude our re- 
marks on this head, by dating the opinion, 

U4 at 
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a,t different times, of the Lords Commiffioners 
for Trade and Plantations oijl this fubjeft. 

" In 1748, their Lordfhips expreffed the 
ftrongeft defire to promote fettlements over 
the mountains and on the Ohio, — » 

" In 1768 — ^The then Lords Commif- 
fioners for Trade and Plantations declared, 
(in confequence of the boundary line at that 
time negoeiating) — That the inhabitants of 
the middle colonies would have liberty of gra^ 
dually extending them/elves backwards^ 



€C 



In 1770 — The Earl of Hillfborough ac- 
tually recommended the purchafe of a tradfc of 
land over the mountains, fufEcient for a new 
colony, and then went down to the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, to knqw 
whether their Lordfhips would treat with 
Mr. Walpole and his aiTqciates, for fuch puf- 
chafe. 

•* In 1772 — ^The Earl of Hillfborough, and 
the other Lords Commiflioners for Trade and 
Plaotations, made a report on the petition of 
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Mr. Walpok and his aflbciates, and referred 
to the Reprefentation of the Board of Trade ia 
1768, * as containing every argument on the 

* fubjeB^ colle&ed together with force and pre^ 
^ cljion — ^which Reprefentation declared, as 
we have fliewn, * That the inhabitants of the 
^ middle colonies will have liberty to extend 

* backwardsy on the identical lands in quef- 
tion ; and yet, notwithftanding fuch reference^ 
fo ftrongly made from the prefent Board of 
Trade to the opinion of that Board, — the 
Earl of Hilllborough, and the other Lords 
Cpqamijffioners for Trade and Plantations, 
have nowy in dire£t terms, reported againjl 
the abfolute engagement and opinion of the 
Board in I768» 

• 

** It may be'afked, what was intended by 
the expreffions in the Reprefentation of 1768, 
of gradually extending themfclves backi^ards ? 
It is anfwered, They were only in contradif- 
tindlion to the propofal of erecting at that 
time three new governments at Detroit^ &c. 
and thereby exciting, as the Reprefentation 
fays, the ftream of population to various dif- 
tant places.— In fhort, it was, we think, be- 
yond 
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yond all doubt, the * prectfe^ opinion of 
the Lords Commiflioners in 1768, That the 
territoiy, within the boundary line, then ne- 
gociating, and fince completed, would be fuf- 
ficient at that time to anfwer the object of 
population and confumption ; and that until 
that territory was fully occupied, — ^it was not 
neceflary to ere£t the propofed three new go-^ 
vcr'nmcnts ' at an expence to this kingdom^ in. 
places, as their Lordfliips obferved, * fepa- 

* rated by immenfe tradts of unpeopled de-- 

♦ fart; r 

^' To conclude our obfervations on the 6th 
paragraph, we would juft remark, — That we 
prefume we have demonftrated, that the in- 
habitants of the middle colonies cannot be 
compelled to exchange the foil and climate of 
thefe colonies, either for the fevere colds of 
Nova Scotia and Canada, or the ur^whole- 
fome heats of Eaft and Weft Florida, Let 
lis next enquire, what would be the effedt of 
confining thefe inhabitants (if it . was pradtica- 
ble) within narrow bounds, and thereby pre^ 
venting them from exercillng their natural in- 
elination of cultivating lands ? — and whether 

fuch 
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ftich reftridion would not force them into 
manufa&urcs^ to rival the Mother Country? 
— To thefe queftions, the Lords Commif- 
fioners have, with much candour, replied in 
their Reprefentation of 1768, — We * admit,' 
faid their Lordfhips, * as an undeniable prin- 
ciple of true policy^ that, with a view to 
prevent nianufaElures^ it is neceflary and 
proper to open an extent of territory for 
colonization, proportioned to an increafe of 
people, as a large number of inhabitants 
cooped up in narrow limits, without a 
fufficiency of land for produce^ would be 
compelled to convert their attention and 
induftry to manufactures.'^ — But their Lord- 
fhips at the fame time obferved, — ^ That the 

encouragement given to the fettlcment of the 

* 

colonies upon the fea-coaft, and the efFe<9: 
which fuch encouragement has had^ hzs 
already effectually provided for this objedl/ 
In what parts of North America this encourage^ 
tnent has thus provided for population^ their 
Lordfhips have not mentioned. If the efla- 
blifhment of the governments of Quebec, 
Nova Scotia, and the Ifland of St. John's, or 
pafl: and Weft Florida, was intended by their 

Lordfhipft 
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Lordftiips as that efFedual provifion, — ^wc 
fliall prefume to deny the propofition, by 
afferting, as an undoubted truth, — that al- 
though there is at lead a million of fubjeiSts in 
the middle colonies, none have emigrated 
from thence, and fettled in thefe new pro- 
vinces ; — ^and for that r^afon, and from the 
very nature of colonization itfelf, we affirm 
that none will ever be induced to exchange 
the healthy, temperate climate of Virginia, 
Maryland, and Pennfylvania, for the extreme 
colds or heats of Canada and Nova Scotia, or 
Eaft and Weft Florida : — In fhort, it is not in 
the power of government to give any en- 
couragement, that can compenfate for a de- 
fertion of friends and neighbours, — diflblution 
of family connexions, and abandoning a foil 
and climate infinitely fuperior to thofe of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, or the Floridas. — Will 
not, therefore, the inhabitants of the middle 
provinces, whofe population is great beyond 
exauiple, and who have already made fome 
advances in manufactures, * by confining 
* them to their prefent narrow limits,' be 
neceflarily compelled to convert their whole 
attention to that objed ? How then Iball this^ 
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in the nature of things, be prevented, except, 
as the Lords Commiffioners have juftly re- 
marked, ' by opening an extent of territory 

* proportioned to their increafe V — But where 
fliall a territory be found proper for ' the 

• colonization of the inhabitants of the middle 
* » colonies ?' We anfwer, — in the very country 
which the Lords Commiffioners have faid 
that the inhabitants of thefe colonies would 
have liberty to fettle in ; — a country which 
his Majefty has purchafed from the Six 
Nations ; — one, where feveral thoufands of 
his fubje(3:s are already fettled; — and one, 
where the Lords Commiffioners have ac- 
knowledged, * a gradual extenfion might, 

* through the medium of a continued po- 

* pulation, upon even the fame extent of 

* territory, preferve a communication of mu- 

* tual commercial benefits between its extremejf 

* parts and Qreat Britain.' 

*^ VIL This paragraph is introduced, by 
referring to the extradt of a letter from the 
commander in chief of his Majefty *s forces 
in North America, laid by the Earl of Hillf- 
borough before the Lords Commiffioners for 

Trade 
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Trade and Plantations j — ^but as their Lord-^ 
fliips have not mentioned either the general'^ 
name^ or the time "when the letter was written^ 
or what occafioned his delivering his opinion 
upon the fubje^t of. colom%ation in general^ iii 

the * remote countries^ ^we can only cori- 

jedlure that General Gage was the writer of 
the letter, and that it was wrote about the 
year 1768, — • — when the plan of the three 
new governments was under the confideration 
of the then Lords Commiflioners for Trade 
-and Plantations, arid before the lands on the 
fOhio were bought from, and the boundary 
•line eftablifhed with the Six Nations.— ^-^^ In- 
deed, we think it clear. That the General had 
m other lands at that time under his confidera- 
tion, than what he calls ' remote countriesl^ 
fuch as the Detroit ^ Illinois^ and the lower 
parts of the Ohio ;- ^for he fpeaks of *y5- 

* reign countries^ from which it * would be 

* too far to tranfport fome kind of naval 
^ ftores,' and for the fame reafon could not^ 
he fays, fupply the fugars iflands * with 

* lumber and provifions.' He mentions alfo, 

* planting cplonies at fo vajl a dijiance^ that 
'^ the very long tranfportation (of filk, wine, 
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* yc) muft probably make them too dear 

* for any market,' and tyiicr^* the inhabitants 

* could not have ii^y commodities to barter for 

* manufafiures, except^iw and furs ^ And , 
what, in our opinion, fully evinces that the 
■general was giving his fentiments upon fet- 
tlements at Detroit, &c., and mt on the terri- 
tory in queftion, is, that he fays, ' it will be 

* a queftion likewife, whether colonization of 

* this kind could be effedi'ed •without an Indian 
' eotfr, and fighting for every inch of the 

* ground^ Why the Lords Commiffionefs 
for Trade and- Plantations fliould encumber 
their Report with the opinion of General 
Gage, on what he calls the fettlement of a 

* foreign country^ that could not fee efFeded 
without * fighting for every inch of ground* 
and how their Lordihips could apply that 
cafe to the fettlement of a territory, purchafed 
by his Majefty near four years ago, and notv 
inhabited by feveral thoufand Britifli fubje<ils, 
whom the Indians themfelves, living on the 
Northern fide of the Ohio, (as fhall be fully 
fliewn in the courfe of thefe obfervations,) 

■ have earneftly requeued may be immediately 
7 governed, 
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governed, we confefs we are wholly at a loft 
to comprehend. 

^^ VIIL The eighth paragraph highly ex- 
tols not only the accuracy and precijion of the 
foregoing Repreientation of tl^e Lords of 
Trade in 1768, (which, as has been before 
obferved, exprefled, that the inhabitants of 
the middle colonies would have liberty to fettle 
ever the mountains, and on the Ohio,) but 
alfo the above mentioned letter from the 
commander in chief in America ; and at the 
fame time introduces the fentiments of Mr. 
Wright, Governor of Georgia, * on the fub- 
* je(3: of large grants in the interior parts of 
^ America.' 

*' When this letter was written, what was 
the occafion of the governor's writing it,— 
whether he was . then^ from his own know- 
ledge, acquainted with the fituation of the 
country over the mountains, — with the dif- 
polition of the inhabitants of the middle co- 
lonies, — with the capability of the Ohio 
country, from its foil, climate, or commu- 

nicatioa 
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hication with the river Powtomack, ^c. to 
fupply this kingdom with. y?/i, j^ax^ bemp^ 
&c.— and whether the principal part of Mr. 
Wright's eftate is on the fea-coq/i in Georgia^ 
—are fafts which we wifli had been ftated, 
that it might be known whether Governor 
Wright's * knowledge and experience in the 

• affairs of colonies ought, as the Lords of 

• Trade mention, to give great weight to his 

• opinion' on the prefent occafion* 

** The dodlrine infifted on by Governor 
Wright appeal^ to us reducible to the follow- 
ing propofitions ; 

" I ft. That if a vqft territory be granted to 
any fet of gentlemen who I'eally mean to peo- 
ple it, and aftually do fo^ // rnuji draw and 
carry out a great number of people from 
Great Britain. 

** 2d. That they will foon become a kind of 
feparate and independent people, who will 
fet up for themfelves, — will foon have nranu- 
faftures of their own,— will neither take fup- 
plies from the mother country, nor the pro- 

Vol. IL X vinces 
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vinces at the back of which they are fettled. 
That being at fuch a diftance from the feat 
of government^ from courts^ magijlratesy &c, 
- and out of the control of law and govern- 
ment, they will become a receptacle for of- 
fenders, Sffr. 

" 3d. That the fea-coaft fhould be thick 
fettled with inhabitants, and be well cultivated 
and improved, &fr. 

*' 4th, That his ideas are not chimerical ; 
that he Ynow^ fomething of tke fituation* and 
ftate of things in America; and, from fome 
little occurrences that have happened, he can 
very eafily figure to hirafelf what may^ and, 
in fhort, what will certainly happen, if not 

prevented in time. 

* »• 

" On thefe propofitions we ihall take the 
liberty of making a few obfervations. 

" To the firjl we anfwer, — ^We fliall, we 
are perfuaded, fatisfaftorily prove, that in the 
middle colonies, vi%. New Jerfey, Pennfyl* 

vania, Maryland, and Virginia, there is hardly 

any 
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any vacant land^ except fuch as is mono- 
polized by great landholders, for the purpofe 
of felling at high prices ; that the poor peo- 
ple of thefe colonies, with large families of 
children, cannot pay thefe prices j and that 
feveral thoufand families, for that reafon, 
have already fettled upon the* Ohio ; that we 
do not wifli for, and Ihal^^ not encourage one 
fingle family of his Majefty's European fub-^ 
jeSls X.O fettle there (and this we have no ob- 
jedlion to be prevented from doing); biit fhall 
wholly rely on the voluntary fuperflux of the 
inhabitants of the middle: provinces for fettling 
and cultivating the lands in^queftion. 

" On xhtfecondy — It is not, we prefume, 
neceflary for us to fay more, than that all 
the conjedures and fuppofitions * of being a 
* kind of feparate and independent people/ 
£sfr. entirely lofe their force, on the propofi- 
tion of a government being eftabliflied on the 
grant applied for, as the Lords of Trade have 
themfelves acknowledged. 

" On the thirds — ^We would only briefly 
remark, that we have fully ^anfwered this ob- 

< X 2 jeftion 
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jeftion in the latter part of our anfwer to the 
fixth paragraph. 

" And as xhc fourth propofition is merely 
the Governor's declaration of his knowledge of 
fometbtng of the fituation and ftate of things 
in America, and what, from fome little oc- 
currences, that have already really happened^ 
he can very eafily^w/"^ to himfelf what may 
and will certainly happen, if not prevented 
in time : — ^We fay, that as the Governor has 
not mentioned what thefe little occurrences 
are, we cannot pretend to judge, whether 
what \l^ figures to himfelf, is any ways relap- 
tive to the obje£t under confideration, or, in- 
deed, what elfe it is relative to. 

" But as the Lords Commiflioners for Trade 
and Plantations have thought proper to infert 
in tjieir Report^ the above-mentioned letters 
from General Gage and Governor Wright, it 
may not be improper for us to give the opi* 
nion of his Majefty's Houfe of Burgeffes of 
the dominion of Virginia on the very point 
in queftion, as conveyed to his Majefty in 
their addrefs of the 4th of Auguft 1 767, and 

delivered 
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delivered the latter end of that year to the 
Lords Qommiffioners for Trade a,nd Planta- 
tions, by Mr, Montague, agent for the cx)lony. 
The Houfe of Burgefles fay, — ^ We humbly 

* hope, that we fhall obtain your royal in- 

* dulgence, when we give it as our opinions^ 

* that . it will be for your Majejiys fervice^ 

* and the interejl of your American dominions 

* in general^ to continue the encouragements^ 
(which were a total exemption from any con^ 

Jideration-money wbatfoever^ and a remijfton of 

quit-rent for ten years ^ and of all kinds of taxes 

for fifteen years) * for fettling thofe frontier 

* lands^ By this means the Houfe obferved, 

* New fettlements will be made by people of 

* property y obedient fubje&s to government -; 
Vbut if the prefent reftridion fliould con- 

* tinue, we have the ftrongeft reafon to be- 

* lieve, that country will become the refort of 
^ fogiil'^^^ ^^^ vagabonds^ defers of law and 

* order ^ and who in time may form a body 

* dangerous to the peace and civil government 
< of this colony.^ 

" We come now to the confideration of 
the 9th, loth, and nth paragraphs. 

X 3 " In 



310 DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

" In the 9th, the Lords Commiflioners for 
Trade and Plantations obfervej ' That ad- 

* mitting the fettlers oVer the mountains, and 

* on the, Ohio, to be as numerous as report 

* ftates them to be,' (and which we fhall, 
from undoubted teftimony, prove to be not 
lefs than five thoufan^d families, of at leaft fix 
perfons to a family, independent of fome 
thoufand families which are alfo fettled ovet 
the mountains, within the limits of the pro- 
vince of Pennfylvania,) yet their Lordfhips 
fay, * it operates ftrongly in point of argu- 

* ment againji what is propofed.' And their 
Lordfhips add, * If the foregoing reafoning 

* has any weight, it ought certainly to induce 

* the Lords of the Committee of the Privy 

* Council, to advife his Majefty to take every 

* method to check the progrefs of thefe 

* fettlements ; and not to make fuch grants of 

* the land as will have an immediate ten- 

* dency to encourage them.' 

" Having, we prefume, clearly fhewn that 
the country /oritbward of the Great Kenhawa, 
quite to the Cherokee river, belonged to the 
Six Nations, and not to the Cherokeesj — 

that 
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that /?ow it belongs to the King, in virtue of 
his Majefty's purchafe from the Six Nations ; 
— ^that neither thefc tribes nor the Cherokees 
do hunt between the Great Kenhawa and the 
land oppofite the Sioto River ; — ^that, by the 
prefent boundary line, the Lords Commif- 
fioners for Trade and Plantations v^ould facri- 
fice to the Cherokees an extent of country of 
at leaft eight hundred miles in length, which 
his Majefty has bought and paid for; — ^that 
the real limits of Virginia do not extend weft- 
ward beyond the .Allegany mountains;—- 
that fince the purchafe of the country from 
the Six Nations his Majefty has not annexed 
it, or any part of it, to the colony of Virginia ; 
— that there are no fettlements made under 
legal titles y on any part of the lands we have 
agreed for with the Lords Commiffioners of the 
Treafury ; — that in the year 1 748, the ftrongeft 
marks of royal encouragement were given to 
fettle the country over the mountains ; — that 
the fufpenfion of this encouragement by the 
proclamation of Odober 1763, was merely 
temporary until the lands were purchafed from 
the natives ; — that the avidity to fettle thefe 
lands was fo great, that large fettlements were 

X 4 made 
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made thereon before they were purchafed\—^ 
that although the fettlers were daily expofed 
to the cruelties of the favages, neither a mili- 
tary force, nor repeated proclamations could 
induce them to vacate ihefe lands \ — ^that the 
foil of the country over the mountains is ex- 
cellent, and capable of eafily producing bemp^ 
fiaxy Jilk^ tobacco^ iron^ wine^ &c. ; — ^that 
thefe articles can be cheaply conveyed to a fea- 
port for exportation ; — that the charge of 
carriage is fo very fmall, it cannot poflibly 
operate to the prevention of the ufe of Britifh 
manufadtures ; — that the King's purchafing the 
lands from the Indians and fixing a boundary 
line with them, was for the very purpofe'of 
his fubje£ts fettling them; — and that the Com- 
miffioners for Trade and Plantations in I768> 
declared, that the irfbabitants of the mid^ 
die colonies would have liberty for that pur- 
pofe. 

•' And to this train of fads let us add,— ^ 
that the congrefs held with the Six Nations 
at Fort Stanwix in 1768, when his Majefty 
purchafed the territory on the Ohio, Meffrs. 
Penn alfo bought from thefe nations a very 

extenfiive 
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extenfive trafl: of country over the Allegany 
mountains, and on that river (joining the very 
lands in queftion: — ^That in the fpring 1769, 
Meflrs. Penn opened their land-office in Penn- 
fylvania for xhc fettling the country which they 
had fo bought at Fort Stanwix ; and all fuch 
fettlers as had feated themfelves over the 
mountains^ within the limits of Pennfylvania, 
before the lands were purchafed from the 
natives, have Jince obtained titles for their 
plantations : — That in 1771, a petition was 
prelen^ted to the aflembly of the province of 
Pennfylvania, praying that a new county may 
be made over thefe mountains : — That the 
legiflature of that province, in confideration 
of the great number of families fettled there^ 
within the limits of that province, did that 
year enadt a law for the ere£iion of the lands 
over the mountains into a new county, by the 
name of Bedford County*. — That in confe- 
quence of fuch law, William Thompfon, Efq. 
was chofen to reprefent it in the General 
Aflembly : — That a fherifF, coroner, juftices 
of the peace, conftables, and other civil officers, 
are appointed and do refidie over the moun- 
tains : — That all the King's fubjcdls, who are 

not 
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not lefs than five thoufand families, 'Who have 
made Jocations and fettlements on the lands 
Joutbward of, and adjoining to tht foutbern 
line of Pennfylvania, live there without any 
degree of order, law, or government : — ^That 
being in this lawlefs fituation, continual quar- 
rels prevail among them : — That they have 
already infringed the boundary line^ killed 
feveral Indians, and encroached on the lands 
on the oppofite fide of the Ohio ; and that 
diforders of the moft dangerous nfature with 
refpeft to the Indians, the boundary "line ^ and 
the old colonies^ will foon take place among 
thefe fettlers, if law and fubordination are not 
immediately eftablifhed among them. Can 
thefe fadis be poffibly perverted fo as to operate 
either in point of argument or policy, againji 
the propofition of governing the King's fub- 
jedls on the lands in queftion ? 

, " It ought to be confidered alfo,that we have 
agreed to pay as much for a fmall part of the 
ceffion made at Fort Stanwix, as the whole 
ceflion coll the crown, and at the fame time 
be at the entire expence of eftablifliir^g and 
fupporting the propofed new colony, 

" The 
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^ The truth is, the inhabitants fettled on 
this tradi of country are in fo ungovern^d and 
lawlefs a fituation, that the very Indians them- 
felves complain of it ; fo that, if they are not 
foon governed, an Indian war will be the in- 
evitable confequence. This, we prefume, is 
evident both from the correfpondence of 
General Gage with the Earl of Hillfborough, 
and a fpeech of the chiefs of the DelawareSy 
Munfies^ and Mobickons^ living on the Ohio, 
to the governors of Pennfylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, lately tranfmitted by the Gene- 
ral to his Lordfliip. 

*' In this fpeech thefe nations obferve, that 
fince the fale of the lands to the King on the 
Ohio, — * Great numbers more of your people 

have come over the great mountains and 

* fettled throughout this country, and we are. 

* forry to tell you, that feveral quarrels have 
' happened between your people and ours, 

* in which people have been killed on bothftdes^ 

* and that we now fee the nations round us 

* and your people ready to embroil in a quar^ 

* rel^ which gives our nations great concern, 

* as we, on our parts, wairt to live in friend- 

^ fhip 
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fhip with you. As you have always told 
us you have laws to govern your people by^ 
— but we do not fee that you have j there- 
fore, brethren, unlefs you can fall uponfomt 
method of governing your people^ vobo live 
between the great mountains and the Ohio 
river ^ and who arie very numerous^ it will 
be out of the Indians' power to govern 
their young men ; for we aflure you the 
black clouds begin to gather faft in this 

country, and if fomething is not foon done^ 
thefe clouds will deprive us of feeing the 
fun. We defire you to give the greatejl at-- 

tention to what we now tell you ; as it comes 
from our hearts^ and a defire we have to live 
in peace and friendfhip with our brethren 
the Englifh, and therefore it grieves us to 
fee fome of the nations about us and your 
people ready tojirike each other. We find 
your people are very fond of our rich land ; 
— we fee them quarrelling with each other 

every day about land, and burning one 
another's houfes, fo that we do not know 
how foon they may come over the river Ohio^ 
and drive us from our villages ; nor do we' 
fee you ^ brothers^ take any care tofop them.^ 

" This 
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*' This fpeech, from tribes of fuch great in- 
fluence and weight upon the Ohio, conveys 
much ufeful information. — It ellablifhes the 
fa£t of the fettlers over the mountains being 
^>ery numerous. — It {hews the entire approba- 
tion of the Indians, in refpe<3: to a colony- 
being eftablifhed on the Ohio. — It pathetically 
complains of the King's fubjedts not being 
governed, and it confirms the affertion men- 
tioned by the Lords Commiflioners for Trade 
and Plantations in the eighth paragraph of 
their Report, * That if the fettlers are fuiFered 

* to continue in the lawlefs ftate of anarchy 

* and confufion, they will commit fuch 

* abufes as cannot fail of involving us in^ 

* quarrels and difputes with the Indians, and 

* thereby endanger the fecurity of bis Majejiys 

* colonies^ 

" The Lords Commiflioners for Trade and 
Plantations, however, pay no regard to all 
thefe circumftances, but content themfelves 
with obferving, * We fee nothing to hinder 

* the government of Virginia from extend- 

* ing the laws and conftitution of that co- 

* lony to fuch perfons as may have already 

1 1 * fettled 
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^fettled there under legal titles^ To this 
we repeat^ that there, are no fuch perfons, as 
have fettjed under legal titles \ and even admit- 
ting there were, as their Lordfliips fay in the 
loth paragraph, * it appears to tbem^ there 

* 2SQfome pojfejjions derived from grants made 

* by the Governor and Council of Virgi- 

* nia ;' and allowing that the laws and confti- 
tution of Virginia ^//^ — as they unqueftionably 
do not — extend to this territory, have the 
Lords Commiflioners propofed any expedient^ 
for governing thofe many thoufand families, 
who have not fettled under legal tiles^ btit only 
agreeably to the ancient ufage of location ?— 
Certainly not. — But, on the contrary, their 
Lordfliips have recommended, that his Ma- 
jefty fliould be advifed to take every method 
to check the progrefs of their fettlements; — and 
thereby leave them in their ptefent lawlefs 
lituation, at the rilk of involving the middle 
colonies in a war with the natives, pregnant 
with a lofs of commerce, and depopulation of 
their frontier counties. 



cc 



Having made thefe obfervations, it may 
next be proper to coniider bow the laws and 

* confti- 



« 
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conftitution of Virginia can poffibly be ex^- 
tended^ fo as efFeftually to operate on the ter- 
ritory in queftion? Is not Williamiburgb^ 
the capital of Virginia, at leaft 400 miles 
from the fettlements on the Ohio ? — ^Do not 
the laws of Virginia require, that all perforis 
guilty of capital crimes Jhall be tried only in 

Williamfburgh ? Is not the General Af- 

fembly held there ? — Is not the '^ Court of 
King's-Bench, or the fuperior Court of the 
dominion, kept^there? — Has Virginia pro- 
vided any fund for the fupport of the officers 
of thefe diflant fettlements, or for the tranf- 
porting offenders, and paying the expence of 
witnefles travelling 800 miles, (vt%. going 
and returning,) and during their ftay at 
Williamfburgh ?— And will not thefe fettlers 
be exadly (for the. reafons afTigned) in the 
fituation, defcribed by Governor Wright in 
the very letter which the CommifTioners for 
Trade and Plantations have fo warmly re- 
commended, viz. ' fuch perfons as are fet- 

* tied at the back oi the provinces, being at 

* a dijlance from the feat of government^ 

* courts, magiflrates, &c. they will be out 

* of the reach and controul of law and go- 

* vernment; 
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• vernment, and their fettlement will be- 

• come a receptacle, and kind of afylum for 

• offenders?' 

** On the nth paragraph we apprehend it 
is not neceffary to {ay much.— The referva- 
tory claufe propofed in our Memorial is what 
is ufual in royal grants ; and in the prefent 
cafe, the Lords of the Committee of the Privy 
Council, we hope, will be of opinion, it is 
quite fufEcient, more efpecially as we are 
able to prove to their Lordfhips, that there 
are no * poffeffions,' within the boundaries of 
the lands under confideration, which are held 
held * under legal titles^ 

** To conclude: As it has been demon- 
ft rated, that neither royal nor provincial pro- 
clamations, — nor the dread and horrors of a 
favage war,-— were fufEcient (even before the 
country was purchafed from the Indians) to 
prevent the fettlement of the lands over the 
mountains — can it be conceived, that, noiv 
the country is purchafed, and the people have 
feen the proprietors of Pfennfylvania, who are 
the hereditary fupporters of Britijb policy in 

their 
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their own province, give every degree of en- 
couragement to fettle the lands we/lward of 
the mountains, — the legiflature of the pro- 
vince, at the fame time, efFedualljr corrobo- 
rate the meafure, and feveral thoufand fa!- 
milies, in confequence thereof, fettle in the 
new county of Bedford, — that the inhabitants 
of the Middle Colonies will be rejlrained irom 
cultivating the luxuriant country of the Ohio, 
joining to xht foutbern line of Pennfylvania ? 
But, even admitting that it might formerly 
have been a queftion of fome propriety, whe- 
ther the country fhould be permitted to be 
fettled J — ^that cannot furely become a fubjedt 
of inquiry now, when it is an obvious and 
certain truth, that at leajl thirty thoufand Bri^ 
tifh fubjedls are already fettled there. — Is it fit 

to leave fuch a body of people lawlefs and 
ungoverned? — will found policy recommend 
this manner of colonizing and increafing the 
wealth, ftrength, and commerce of the em- 
pire ? or will it not point out, that it is the 
indifpenfable duty of government to render 
bad fubje£ts ufeful fubjedls ; and for that pur- 
pofe immediately to eftablifh law and fubordi- 
nation among them, and thereby early con- 
VoL. II. y firm 
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firm their native attachment to the lawd| 
traffic, and cuftoms of this kingdom J 

** On the whole, we prefume that we have, . 
both by fads and found argument, fliewn, 
that the opinion of the Lords Commiffioners 
for Trade and Plantations on the object in 
queftion, is not well founded, and that, if 
their Lprdfhips' opinion fhould be adopted, it 
would be attended with the moft mifchievpus 
and dangerous confequences to the commerce, 
peace, and fafety of his Majefty's colonies in 
America : 

** We therefore hope, the expediency and 
utility of eredting the lands agreed for into 
a feparate colony without delay, will be con- 
fidered as a meafure of the foundeft policy, 
highly conducive to the peace and fecurity of 
the old colonies, to the prefervation of the 
boundary line^ and to the commercial interefta 
of the mother country/* 



In the year 1773, the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
lives of Maflachufetts Bay fent to Dr. Frank- 
lin, 
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lln, who was their agent in London, a pe- 
tition to the King, praying his Majefty to 
remove from their places, the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor of the province [Tho- 
mas Hutchinfon and Andrew Oliver,] 

This petition was founded on fome letters 
written by thofe gentlemen to Mr. Thomas 
Whately, who had been Secretary to the 
Treafury during Mr. Grenville's adminiftra- 
tion. (See an account of them tinder the ar- 
ticle of Mr. Whately, Chapter xix. Page 104 
of this Volume.) The King having referred 
the petition to his Privy Council, to report 
upon it, they heard counfel upon it on the 
29th of January 1774: Mr. Dunning and 
Mr. John Lee, for the petition, and Mr. 
Wedderburne, Solicitor General, againft it. 
Mr. Wedderburne's fpeech was an entire in- 
vedtive from beginning to end upon Dr. 
Franklin. The petition was difmifled as 
groundlefs and vexatious. 

Dr. Franklin told Mr. Lee afterwards, that 
he was not in the leaft hurt by Mr. Wedder- 

Y 2^ burne's 
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burne's fpeech,but that he was indeed fincerely 
forry to fee the Lords of Council behave fo 
indecently, manifefting, in the rudeft manner, 
the great pleafure they received from the So- 
licitor's fpeech : that dernier court, he faid, 
before whom all the colony affairs were tried, 
was not likely to aft in a candid and im- 
partial manner, upon any future American 
queftion. They fhewed, he added, that the 
coarfeft langus^e can be grateful to the pcv 
liteft ears. 

In anfwer to a bill in Chancery, filed 
againft him on account of thefe letters, he 
declared* upon oath, that he was ignorant of 
the party to whom they had been addrefTed ; 
and that he had received them from a third 
perfon for the exprefs purpofe of conveying 
tnem to America. 

His letter concerning the duel between Mn 
Whately and Mr. Temple, the reader will find 
in the Appendix, in the article marked M. 

He was immediately difmifled from hi» 
place of Poll Mafler General in America. 

5 When 
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When the Am'erican colonies declared them- 
felves independent, the Congrefs reftored him. 

From this time the parliamentary proceed- 
ings againft America, have been faithfully and 
fully related in the Parliamentary Debates, 
and Parliamentary Regifter. Finding that 
the Britifh Minifters were refolved to break 
with America, he quitted England in the 
month of April 1775; and arrived in Ame- 
rica in the fucceeding month. On the day 
after he entered' Philadelphia, he was eledted 
by the legiflature of Pennfylvania, a delegate 
to the Congrefs. 

A few months previous to his leaving Eng- 
land, there was publifhed a tradt on Ame- 
rican affairs, intitled, *^ An Appeal to the 
Juftice and Intereft of the People of Great 
Britain/' It was printed from the manu- 
fcript of Mr, Arthur Lee, an American gen- 
tleman at that time in London, and brother 
to Mr. Alderman Lee, of the city of London. 
put Dr. Franklin had a confiderable fliare in 
the compofition; and it might now, with 
no impropriety^ be called Dr. Franklin's fare- 

Y3 ^ well 
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well addrefs. It was the moft fenfiblc and 
judicious trad: on that fide of the queftion. 
Many thoufands of it were circulated. 

In the year 1776, Lord Howe was fent to 
America to negotiate upon terms of recon- 
ciliation, and to continue the war, if the firft 
did not fucceed. The motives of the mi- 
niftry in this meafure, are amply explained in 
their fpeeches in parliament. "* 

When Lord Howe arrived on the coaft of 
America, he fent the following letter to Dr^^ 
Franklin, and received the following anfwer: 

•* Eagle, Jane 20th, 1776. 

" I cannot, my worthy friend, permit the 
letters and parcels which I have fent you in 
the ftate I received them, to be landed, with- - 
out adding a word upon the fubjedt of the 
injurious extremities in which our unhappy 
difputes have engaged us. 

^* You will learn the nature of my miffion 
from the official difpatches which I have re- 
comniended to be forwarded by the fame con- 
veyance, 
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veyance. Retaining all the earneftnefs I 
ever exprefled, to fee our differences ac^ 
commodated, I Ihall conceive, if I meet with 
the difpofition in the colonies which I was 
once taught to expe6t, the moft flattering 
hopes of proving ferviceable, in the objeds 
of the King's paternal folicitude, by pro- 
moting the eftabli&ment of lafting peace and 
union with the colonies* But if the doep- 
rooted prejudices of America^ and the ne- 
ceffity of preventing her trade from pafling 
into foreign channels, muft keep us ftill a di- 
vided people, I (hall, from every private, as 
well as public motive, moft hoirtily lament 
that it is not the moment wherein thofe great 
objeds of my ambition are to be attained ; 
and that I am to be longer deprived of an 
opportunity to affure you perfonally of the 
regard with which I am, 
♦' Your fmcere and faithful humble fervan^, 

" HOWB. 

" ?• S. I was difappointed of the oppor- 
turjity I expected for fending this letter at 
the time it was dated, and have' been ever 
(ince prevented, by calms and contrary winds, 

Y 4 from 
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from getting here to inform General Howe 
of the commiiTion with which I have the fa- 
tisfadion to be charged, and of his being 
joined in it. 

'' Off Sandy Hook, I2tb July. 
" Superfcribcd 
^' To Benjamin Franklin, Efq. Philadelphia^^ 



" Philadelphia, July 30, i776» 

" I received fafe the letters your Lcrdfliip 
fo kindly forv/arded to me, and beg you to 
accept my thanks, 

" The official difpatches to which you 
tefer me contain nothing more than what we 
had feen in the adt of parliament, vi%. Offers 
of pardon upon fubmifiion ; which I was 
ferry to find, ad it muft give your Lordfhip 
pain to be fent fo far on fo hopeleTs a bu- 
fmefs, 

" Directing pardons to be offered to the 
colonies who are the very parties injured, ex* 
preffes indeed that opinion of our ignorance, 
Vafenefs, and infenfibility, which your unin- 
formed and proud nation has long been pleafed 
- ' to 
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' to entertain of us ; but it can have no other 
efFeft than that of increafing our refentments. 
It is impoffible we fhould think of fubmiiEoa 
to a government that has, with the moft 
wanton barbarity and cruelty, burnt our de- 
fencelefs towns, in the midft of winter j ex- 
cited the favages to maflacre our peaceful 
farmers, and our flaves to murder their 
matters ; and is even now bringing foreigo 
mercenaries to deluge our fettlements with 
blood. Thefe atrocious injuries have extin- 
guifhed every fpark of affedtion for that parent 
country we once held fo dear : but were it 
poflible for us to forget and forgive them, 
it is not poffible for you, I mean the Britifh 
nation, to forgive the people you have fo 
heavily injured : you can never confide again 
in thofe as fellow-fubjeds, and permit them 
to enjoy equal freedom, to whom, you know, 
you have given fuch juft caufes of lafting 
enmity ; and this muft impel you, were we 
again under your government, to endeavour 
the breaking our fpirit by the fevered 
tyranny, and obftrufting, by every means in 
your power, our growing ftrength and pro- 
fperity, ' 



cc 
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** But your Lordfhip mentions, * the 

• King's paternal folicitude for promoting 

• the eftablifhment of lading peace and union 

• with the colonies.' If by i>eace is here 
meant a peace to be entered into by diftindt 
ftates, now at war, and his Majefty has given 
yo«r Lordfliip power to trckt with us, of 
fbch a peace, I may venture to fay, though 
without authority, that I think a treaty for 
that purpofe not quite impradticable, before we 
enter into foreign alliances: but I am per- 
fuaded you have no fuch powers. Your 
nation, though, by punifliing thofe American 
governors who have fomented the difcord, re- 
building our burnt towns, and repairing, as 
fer as poflible, the mifchiefs done us, fhe 
might recover a great fhare of our regard, 
and the greateft Ihare of our growing com- 
merce, with all the advantages of that addi- 
tional ftrength to be derived from a friend- 
ship with us ; yet I know too^ well her 
abounding pride, and deficient wifdom, to 
believe ilie will ever take fuch falutary mea- 
fures. Her fondnefs for conqueft, as a war- 
like nation ; her luft of dominion, as an 
ambitious one ; and her thirft for a gainful 
pionopoly, as a commercial one, (none of 

them 



BR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 33$ 

them legitimate caufes of war) will all join to 
hide from her eyes every view of her true in- 
tereft, and will continually goad her on, ia 
thefe ruifious, diftant expeditions, fo deftruc- 
tive both of lives and of treafure, that they 
muft prove as pernicious to her in the end 
as the Croifades formerly were to moft of the 
nations in Europe. 

" I have not vanity, my Lord, to think of 
intimidating, by thus predicting the effefts 
of this war ; for I know it will in England 
have the fate of all my former prediftions, not 
to be believed, till the event fhall verify it. 

" Long did I endeavour with unfeigned 
and unwearied zeal, tp preferve from break- 
ing, that fine and noble china vafe — ^the Bri- 
tifli empire ; for I know, that being once 
broken, the feparate parts could not retain 
even their fhares of the ftrength and value 
that exifted in the whole ; and that a perfeft 
re-union of thefe parts could fcarce ever be 
hoped fon Your Lordfhip. may poffibly re- 
member the tears of joy that wet my cheek, 
when at your good fifter's in London, you 

once 
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once gave me expedtations that a reconcilia- 
tion might foon take place. I had the mif- 
fortune to find thefe expeftations difap- 
pointed, and to be treated as the caufe of 
the mifchlef I was labouring to prevent. 
My confolatica under that groundlefs and 
malevclent treatment, was, that I retained the 
friendiliip of many wife and good men in 
that countr3/, and among the reft, fome fhare 
in the regard of Lord Howe. 

" The well-founded efteem, and permit 
me to fay, aSeftion, which I (hall always 
have for your Lordftiip, make it painful for 
me |o fee you engaged in conducting a war, 
the great ground of which, as defcribed in 
your letter, is * the neceffity of preventing the 

* American trade from paffing into foreign 

* channels.' To me it feems that neither the 
obtaining nor retaining any trade, how va- 
luable foever, is an objeft for which men may 
juftly fpil each other's blood : that the true 
and fiire means of extending and fecuring 
commerce, are the goodnefs andri^^heapnefs 
of commodities ; and that the profits of no 
trade can ever be equal to the expence of 

compelling 
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compelling it, and holding it by fleets aaid 
armies. I confider this war againft us, there- 
fore, as both unjuft and unvvife ; and I am 
perfuaded that cool and difpafHonate pofterity 
will condemn to infamy thofe who advifed 
it ; and that even fuccefs will not fave from 
fome degree of diflionour thofe vrho have* 
voluntarily engaged to condud it. 

" I know your great motive in coming 
higher was the hope of being inftrumental in 
a reconciliation ; and believe, when you find 
that to be impoflible, on any terms given you 
to propofe, you will relinquifh fo odious a 
command, and return to a more honourable 
private ftation. 

" With the greateft and moft fincere relpefit, 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

" Your Lordfhip's 
*^ Moft obedient, humble fervant, 

" B, Franklin. 
" Direfted 
" To the Right Hon. Lord Vif. Howe'' 

0^ 
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On the 4th day of July 1 776, the North 
American colonies, by their delegates in Con- 
grefs, declared themfelves to be " Free and 
Independent States." The feveral colonies 
now become fovereign ftates, immediately 
formed conftitutions for their diflin^ go- 
vernments. That of Pennfylvania was com- 
pofed by Dr. Franklin, and is highly efteemed, 
as a fine fyftem of legiflation and jurit- 
prudence* 

The firft ftep of the Cor^grefs, after the 
declaration of independence, was fending 
Mr. Silas Deane to France, to requeft per- 
miffion of the French miniftry, to purchafe 
in France, arms and military ftores for an 
army. From the reception that Deane met 
with, the Congrefs were convinced that 
France looked upon their caufe with a very 
favourable eye : and upon this, they appointed 
Dr. Franklin their minifter at Paris, with 
full power. A fhip mounting thirty-fix guns 
was equipped on purpofe to carry him. He 
left Philadelphia on the 27th of October,, and 
arrived at Nautz on the 13th of December 

1776. 
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1776. The fliip he failed in took two Eag- 
U(h veflels in her voyage, and carried them 
into Nantz, where they were fold for the 
benefit of the captors^ 

The public fad of Dr. Franklin's arrival 
in France, and the fa£t of the French mi- 
niftry permitting thefe prizes to be fold ia 
a French port, were irrefragable and indifl 
putable proofs of hoftility to Great Britain; 
and ought to have been confidered and treated 
as fuch. But the minifters of Great Britaia 
were afraid of a war with France ; and 
France not being prepared for war, chofe to 
temporize. Dr. Franklin was honoured pri- 
vately with all the countenance he could expedL 

The Americans having at this time (April 
1 777) a confiderable number of Britifh fol- 
diers and failors prifoners in their hands^ 
Dr. Franklin applied by letter to Lord Stor- 
mont, the Britifh minifter at Paris, upon the 
fubje£t of exchanging them for the like num- 
ber of Americans, prifoners in England* 
Lord Stormont's anfwer was in the true fpirit 

of 
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of his Court ; it was in thefe words, " The 
King's Ambaflador receives no applications 
from rebels, unlefs they come to implore his 
Majelly's mercy/* In fix months afterwards,' 
General Burgoyne and his whole army fur- 
rendered. 

la the interim, between the time of 
making the application to Lord Stormont, 
and the furrender of General Burgoyne, Dr. 
Franklin's pointed ele£trical conduftors at 
Buckingham-houfe were taken down j and 
Mr. Wilfon's blunted condudors were put 
up in their ftead. When the celebrated Ame- 
rican Orrery was deftroycd by the troops 
under Sir William Howe, Dr. Franklin faid, 
•^ they ought not to make war on the 
fciences." 

Two months after the furrender of General 
Burgoyne, the French entered into an alliance 
with the Americans, ofFenfive and defenfivc 
When this meafure had taken place, the Bri^ 
tifh miniftry made feveral attempts to open 
a negotilatioa with Dr. Franklin, but they 

were 
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were too late. Mn Pulteney, Mr. Conway, 
Mr. Huttoix, and other gentlemei^.were fent 
to Paris for this purpofe, but in vain. 

Mr. Silas Deane and Dr. Bancroft, who 
was fecretary to the American embaffy at 
Paris, were accufed of gan\bling in the Eng- 
li(h funds. Bancroft was difmifTed : and 
though Dr. Franklin interpofed in behalf of 
Deane, and made himfelf fome enemies in 
America by it, yet he could not prevent 
Deane being recalled. This was very dif- 
ferent from the conduA fhewn to America, 
by perfons in office, in London. The Con^- 
grefs dollars were forged In London, in im- 
menfe quantities, and fent at different times 
to New York, Charleftown, and other places, 
with a view of depreciating and deftroying 
the credit of the real dollars. 

The attempt to negotiate with Lord Stor* 

* 

mont, for an exchange of prifoners, having 
failed, towards the end of the year 1 777 Dr. 
Franklin fent a Mr. Thornton, ^n American 
gentleman, to London, with an application 
to Lord Nor-th upon the fubjed:. 
:VoL. IL Zi Mr. 
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Mr. Thornton waited firft upon Mr. Hart-' 
ky, who, at Dr. Franklin's requeft, attended 
Mn Thornton to Lord North. This was on 
the 1 8th day of December, in the evening. 
Lord North received him very civilly. Mr. 
Thornton opened his bufinefs ; but did not 
deliver a letter he was charged with from 
Dr. Franklin to Lord North. The coa- 

» 

verfation was nothing but ceremony, and an 
afliirahce to Mr. Thornton of perfonal fafety. 

On the 19th, in the morning, Mr. Thorn- 
ton alone waited upon Lord North, and de- 
livered to hiih Dr. Franklin's letter. Nothing 
but civility again ; and a promife that he 
fhould have an anfwer as foon as the other 

fervants of the Crown could be confulted. 

^ ■ . •* 

Several days pafled, and he received no 
anfwer. The minifters differed with each 
other upon it* Lord Suffolk and Lord 
Mansfield were for ms^intaining the high 
anfwer given by Lord Stormont at Paris. 
L<ird North and Lord George Germain wefe 
for an exchange of prifoncrs* 

X.I ■ • 

...... At 
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At length iNfr. Thornton wrote to Lord 
North that it was a part of his inftru£tions to 
fee the prifoners, and therefore that he would 
gd to Portfmouth and other places where 
they were confined, for that purpofe* 

■ • * 

On the 30th, he returned to London : ftill 
no anfwer was ready. Gn the 2d day of 
January he fet out on his return to Paris. 
Next day an anfwer was fent to Mr. Hartley, 
ftating, that minifters intended, as opportu- 
nity fhall offer, to exchange them in Ame- 
rica, againft Britifli prifoners there. 

. At the end of the month of March 1782, 
the Britifh miniftry were changed. In this 
change Mr. Fox was made Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. Before he was warm in 
his feat^ he gave a proof of his political 
fagacity, which none have exceeded — ^per- 
haps few have equalled. This was his open 
and manly communication to the Dutch. 
He took up the confi deration of the war in 
Europe, upon a jjift principle. He begaa 
with Holland, and thereby prevented a con- 
tinental war. He immediately fepai:afed the 

Z 2 Dutch 
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Dutch from the Confederacy that had been' 
formed againft Great Britain. There was nd 
longer any idea of joining the Dutch fleet to 
the combined fleet of France and Spain. 
The confequence of this disjun^ion was thb 
relief of Gibraltar, which was clofely be- 
fieged by the united forces of France and 
Spain. If the Dutch fleet had joined the 
combined fleet, which was intended, and 
there was nothing at that time to prevent it, 
Gibraltar cduld not have been relieved : with 
the addition of th« Dutch navy againft us, 
Gibraltar muft have fallen. The Britifli fleet 
at that time was not equal to the three 
maritime powers J Spain, France, and Hol- 
land. If Gibraltar had been taken, the con- 
ditions of peace muft have been lefs honour- 
able. The dates will (hew the fa<St is indif* 
putable. The refolution of the States Gc-^ 
nera!, *^ To requeft his Serene Highnefe, in 
his ftation of admiral-general of the Union, 
to concert in the moft convenient manner 
with the court of France, a plan for the 
naval operations of the next campaign, fb a^ 
to annoy the common enemy, in the moft 
fenfible manner/' is dated on the 20th day 

oS 



DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 34I 

©f February 1782. Mr. Fox was appointed 
Secretary of State on the 27th day of March 
fallowing: and his letter to M. Simolin, con- 
tsuning his offers to the Dutch, is dated on 
the 2^th day of that month ; being the fe- 
cond day after he had been in office. This 
is as ftrong an inftance of fagacity and pe- 
netration as will be found in the conduift of 
any former minifter. 

* * In the month of November following, Dr. 
Franklin figned at Paris the proviiional articles 
of peace between Great Britain and America. 
And in the month of September 1783, he 
figned the definitive treaty, with Mr. Hartley. 

He alfo negotiated, and figned, commer- 
cial treaties between Sweden and America, 
juid between Pruflia and America. 

The tranquillity and Independence of A»ie- 
rica being perfedly eftablifhed, he requefled 
to be recalled from the fatigues of bis em-« 
baflyj which was complied with. 

Animal magnetifm being a fubjed of much 
' converfation in Paris at diis time, the King 

Z 3 appointed 
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appointed Commiffioners to examine into the 
foundation of this pretended fcience. Dr. 
Franklin was one of them. He prefently 
difcovered the whole to be a mere trick; and 
a^ fuch he reported it ; which put an end W 
the impofition. 

In the month of September 1785^ he ar- 
rived once more in America. He amufed 
himfelf occafionally with philofophical re- 
fearches, and experiments, It is not with- 
in the defign of this work, to give- an* .?ic- 
count of Dr. Franklin's philofophical Aeprifcs 
and fyflemSj The reader will find them in 
his Works. This is a Iketch of the political 
part of his life, which is not in his works. 



1 

i 



In the year 1787, a .convention of the 
United States was afTembled at Philaddphia. 
Dr. Franklin was appointed a delegate for the 

St^ of Pennfylvania, The purpofe was to 

■ «• • 

revife arid imend the articles of Confedera- 
tion, Iti * irdet; to * give more ftrength .and 
energy to the government of the Union'. 
He figned the new Conftitution, and gave it 
his moft hearty approbation. : , 

In 
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^ In the fame year he eftabliflied two focieties 
at Philadelphia; 0119 for alleviating the mi- 
feries of public prifons, the other for prci- 
moting the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

In the year 17S8, his infirmities increas- 
ing, which were of the calculous kind, he 
retired from all public' bufinefs. During the 
laft twelve months of his life, he was prini^ 
<5iji)dlly confined to -his bed. ' He died on ihe 
17th day of Aj^ril 1790, at the age of 84 
years and three ijionths. 

> The following is a tranflatibn from the 
yournaU de Pb^uty for the month of Jmifc 
1790. • 

" Franklin died in the month of April laft, 
of an abfcefs in his breafl:. This great man 
preferved his ufual prefence of mind almoft 
to his laft moments. Perfons public and pri- 
vate, of every rank and quality, attended 
his funeral, and probably there was never fo 
great a concourfe in America on any occa- 
fion. What an interefting fpeftacle wafe this, 
of a whole people bewailing their benefactor ! 

Z4 The 
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The Congrefs, and various corporatioilSi put 
On mourning for him during a month. The 
N^ional Aflembly of France, and a great 
number of other philatitbropifts^ mo\irned for 
him three days. It is perhaps the firft time 
th^t n&tion$ have' mourned for a friend of 
hiimanity ; whilft^ to the difgrace of reafon, 
vre have feen them fiiojtf n for months toge- 
ther for its oppteflbrs. Ail the nations of 
Europe ate fo fubmiffive to the yoke, that 
they efteem ijt* aft honour and. a duty to wear 
for feveral months mpurnbg for ode of their 
tyrants ; whilft his death ought to be efteem- 
«di and really is, a public, felicity : fuch Were 
4hp deaths of Louis the XIV^ Iibms the XV. 
Jofeph II. &c. It is to be hoped that Philo- 
fophy will, in time, reform thefe abufes," ' 

• ',-.',. * . . — - r 






< 



I . 






^ r • r f 

•J ' f I t ■ * J .».« . : „ ■ 

r I r . 






• » 



I 

•■••If ^-n ■.-•..-♦-• 



t 345 ] 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Messibvrs burkes. 

Four of them. Jill Literary Men. Fugitive 
Papers. Series of Letters Jigned Valens. 
Jinfwer to Lord Bathes Pamphlet. Anfwcr 
to Dr. Franklins Pamphlet. Importance (^ 
Guadaloupe. Lord Chatham of Mr .^Burke^s 
Opinion^ but over^ruled. Value and Jm^ 

, portance of the Weji- Indies. African Trade. 

Petition and Refolutions of the Tork/bire 

Committee. Mr. Burke s Letter on the Sub^ 

je& of them to the Buckingham/hire Commit^ 

tee. Several Particulars. 

X HEkE were four of thefe gentlemen— 
The Right Honourable Edmund Burke; Mn 
Richard Burke, his fon,^of whom nothing 
more need be faid, than that he wrote an 
anfwer to an Eflay or Letter written hf 
Major Cartwright, which the reader will find 
in the Appendix near the end of the article 

marked 

I 
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marked C j Mr. Richard Burke, brother to 
Mr. Edmund Burke, and Recorder of Briftol ; 
Mr. William Burke, coufm to Mr. Edmund 
Burke, who was Secretary to General 
Conway while that gentleman was Secretary 
of State, and feveral years Pay-mafter in 
India. 

r 

The laft mentioned gentleman has written 
feveral tracts; and it is more than probable^ 
that he was frequently afliiled by his coufin; 
and upon fome occafions, there is no doubt^ 
they were all three concerned ; for they lived 
upon the terms of the moft fincere friendfhip 
and affedtion. And although it is unqueftion- 
ably true, ' that the talents of Mr. Edmund 
Burke had infinitely the afcendancy, yet thofe 
of Mr. Richard Burke, and of Mn Willianx 
Burke, were g;reatly above mediocrity. ^ ^ 

An aflbciation of fuch liVerary abilities, 
and active minds^ muft undoubtedly have 
produced many papers, which are now un- 
known ; particularly their occafional E0ays^ 
icxr Letters, in the newfpapers; which they 
^ere in the habit of furnifhing during feveral 

years. 
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years. Many of thefe are interefting, - as 
containidg the fenfc of parties, from the year 
1764, or thereabouts. There were foverai 
in reply to the feries of papers written by 
Mr. Scott of Cambridge, diftinguiflied by the 
flgnature of Anti-Sejanus. If their friends 
have a correct knowledge of them, they 
would do well to colledl them. There was 
a feries of papers written by them, publifhed 
in the London Evening Poft, at the beginning 
of- the American war, figned Valens, from 
which fome extrada have been made, which 
the reader will find an the Appendix,- marjped 
F, G, and O. . They were afcribed prinoi^ 
pally to Mr. Richard Burke; but Mr. William 
JSurke materially affifted; and Mr. Edmund 
Burke occafionally contributed. 

When the late Earl of Bath publifhed his 
pamphlet called ^^ A Letter to Two Great 
Men/' (Lord Chatham and the' Duke of 
Newcaftle,) upon the profpeft of peace, in 
the year 1759, Mr. William Burke has* al4 
>^2Ljs been faid, and bfelieVed, to have been 
t'h«e Author of the anfwer to it, intitled 
*^ Remarks on the Letter to Two Great 
- ' . Men.*' 
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Men." Lord Bath having ftrongly recom«^ 
mended, in his pamphlet, the retention of 
Canada in the expected, negotiations for 
peace; and afTerted, that a preference fhonld 
be ^ven to Canada ovet Guadaloupe, or aiiy 
conquefls made in the Weft-Indies ; Mr. 
Burke was of a contrary opinion, and atgned 
ftrongly in favour of Guadaloupe. 

Mr. Burke's pamphlet had fuiBcient merit 
to attrad, and alarm the attention of Bn 
Franklin ; he therefore wrote an anfwer to it; 
Wliich he intitled " The Intereft of Great 
Britain confidered, with regard to her COi- 
lonies, and the Acquifitions of Canada an^ 
Gnadaloupe ;" in which he coincided wtth|. 
and enforced the opinion of Lord Bath* 

Mr.. Burke, though a young man, was not 
vanquiihed by his formidable opponent. He 
continued the conteil by another pamphlet, 
which he intitled ^^ An Examinatiob of the 
Commercial Principles of the late Negotiatioa 
between Great Britain and Fratice in 1761 : 
in which the Syftem of that Negotiation with 
regard to our Colonies and Coixunierce is cpn^ 

fidercd*'' 
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fidered." This was publifhed upon the 
failure of the negotiation between the late 
Lord Chatham and Mr. Buffy, in the year 
iy6u 

As it is probable that Mr. Burke's argu- 
ment may hereafter be ufeful, the reader will 
not be difpleafed with the following extradt 
from it. 

" The late negotiation, (he fays,) fo far as 
it regarded our colonies and commerce, was 
on our fide conduded, I apprehend, on one 
fingle idea, viz. to fecure to ourfelves the 
poffeffion of all Canada. I fay, upon this 
fingle idea, becaufe from a careful examina- 
tion of the feveral plans delivered to the 
French minifter it appears, that even an at- 
tempt was not made, to procure in America 
any other poffeffion, or any other advantage 
whatfoever. Our intereft, and our conquefts 
in the Weft-Indies, were very little, if at all, 
regarded. On the opening of the treaty we 
agreed to negotiate away Guadaloupe and 
Marigalante ; and in the turns which ' that 
treaty took, and in all the different fchemes 
.. • II of 
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of commutation, which were from time td 
time propofed, and they were many and 
various, I do not find that it was for a mo-* 
ment the idea to retain that acquifition wc 
h^d made in the Weft-Indies, which^ the very 
article that reftores it to France, denominates 
a fertile and wealthy iflandj [His Majefty 
likewife agrees to furrender to the moft 
Chriftian King the opulent ifland of Guada-* 
loupe, with that of Marigalante j] and which 
the very great increafe of our tradb fmce its 
reduGion, demonftrates not to have been at 
all over-rated in thofe epithets, however it 
might be under-valued in the. exchange by 
which it was to have been furrenderedr 

" The reader will not entertain any doubt, 
that the treaty was conducted on a principle 
wholly averfe to Weft-Indian acquifitioi|||| 
when he recollects this remarkable fa£t. 

" Early in the negotiation, and as. I may 
fay at the out-fet, we agreed to exchange 
Guadaloupe for Minorca; but during the 
progrefs of that tranfadion, Bdleifle fell into 
our hstnds. Herq was prefented a new fub* 
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j^a for exchange. It was quite natural ta 
barter one European ifland for another j and 
it became the more natural, as one was of no 
great advantage to England, nor the othe? 
to France ; and both were heavily expenfive 
to their refpeftive poffeflbrs. Accordingly,' 
we find that exchange was propofed; biit 
what is very fingular, even at the time of 
making that propofal, it does not appear that 
any '^ad vantage was taken from this circum- 
ftance, to retain the leaft particle of our 
Weft-Indian conquefts. The original fcheme 
of compenfation was changed ; Belleifle was 
offered (fo the French underftood it) for 
Minorca ; but Guadaloupe, the old equiva- 
lent, was, notwithftanding this new project 
to have been furrendered ; though not in ex- 
change for Minorca, nor for any thing elfe 
that I can difcovei'; and therefore, without 
any diftindt compenfation at all." 

[Here the Editor begs leave to folicit the 
reader's permiffion to ihew that Mr. Burke 
is in this point miftaken. We have Lord 
Chatham's own authority for the fadt. In 
his fpeech in the Houfe of Cpmrnons, when 
Mr. Pitt, on the 29th of Noyember 1762^' 

he 
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he fays, " He had been blumed for confent- 
ing to give up Guadaloupe. That ceflion had 
been a^queftion in another place« {The 
cabinet.) He wifhed to have kept the ifland. 
He had been over-ruled in that point# He 
could not help it. He had been over- 
ruled many times, and upon mahy oc- 
occaiions* He had acquiefced ; he had fub* 
mitted; but at length he faw, that all hi» 
meafures, all his fentiments, were inimical to 
the views of thofe perfons to whom his 
Majefty had given his confidence.'* No one 
will doubt, that Mr. Burke's arguments were 
well-founded. But as Lord Chatham was 
the negotiator, in the negotiation Mr. Burke 
is fpeaking of, it is necefTary to accompany 
the pafTage in Mr. Burke's pamphlet, with 
this declaration of Lord Chatham j otherwife, 
Mr. Burke's ftatement would feem to impeach 
the re(9:itude and wifdom of that great Mi- 
nifter. But when Mr. Burke wrote his 
pamphlet, he could not be acquainted with 
the real fafl:; for it was not known, until 
Lord Chatham himfelf made it known.] We 
will continue the extrafl: from Mr. Burke^ 
becaiffe it is not uninterefting. The pamph- 
lets of the day fpeak the fenfe of men in a. 

better 
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better manner than almoft any future writer 
will take the trouble to reprefent them. 

** Here alfo a difficulty occurs; for it is not 
cafy to difcover for what reafon Belleifle was 

* 

taken, if it was not to be admitted among 
the equivalents. The expedition for the re- 
du(fiion of this iiland was undertaken after 
the commencement of the negotiation ; and 
the place could fcarcely be delired for any 
other purpdfe than to give us fome advan- 
tage in that negotiation; and yet a few days 
after we had taken Belleifle, its negotionable 
value was eftimated at nothing; and, in all 
appearance, we fufiered it to be added to 
Guadaloupe, in compenfation for an objeft 
which had been* before offered us for Guada* 
loupe alone. . ; 

"Had it. indeed been neceflTary^ by the 
furrender of the fertile ifland of Guadaloupe^ 
to purchafe the vaft but unprofitable forefts 
of Canada, the paffion at leaft of boundlels 
cftipire would have been flattered. There 
had perhaps been fomething magnificent in 
fuch a delufion. But from the beginning 

Vol, II. A a there 
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thtere was nd mefntion of an leKchange g£ that 
nature. The firft overtxires to the treaty de* 
clare, that the privilege of the fifhery at 
:Ncwfoundland was the comp^nfation for 

■Canada.'* 

: [The words in the hiftorical memorial of 
•this negotiation are, " the liberty of fifliing, 
>an^ the fhelter without fortifications, was the 
compenfatioft for the ceffion of all Canada." 
►The " reftitution of the illand of Minorca, 
;was certainly equivalent to the ceffion qf 
iGiiadaloupe and Marigalante*" See the Ilit- 
torical 'Memorial, in the Af^endix to the 
(Anecdotes of Lord Chatham's /Life.] 

• "f^ J The iundamaental principle upon which 

all ideas of Weft Indian acquifition have been 

rejefted, is a maxim laid down by the writer 

5of. thcf Letta to two Great Mc<i,:/i&?/ we bad 

already fugar^kmd enough. 

" There )is no word whatfocver of greater 
latitude in the^conftrudion, when it is referred 
'to private concerns, than this word enough. 
With regard to the public^ it is often cott- 
ar traded 



tJtfL0Ad within ^ery reafonaUe liiaks. po6| 
it ber e mean that We have fugar^and fufficient 
tQ fupply th^ home confumption ? It i$ uot 
fkn^lj true, that we. have enough ^ for the 
confumption of all the Britifh dominions. 
We know that ia Ireland they ufe fome, an4 
in North America a very great quantity of 
foreign fugars, and fyrups, and we havf^ 
reafon to believe that fome find their way eveiji 
into England. If he means that we have 
enough for foreign confumption, he is mif- 
taken. Before the war we had almofl: loft 
the foreign mayket for this commodity. And 
unlefs he can prove that the fugar commerce 
is detrimental, I conceive this aflertion equi*- 
valent to a declaration, that we have foreigu 
trade enough. A declaration however re- 
pugnant to fa£t, and to the national interefts,. 
is altogether confiftent with the fyftem laid 
down in that letter.'* 

Of the value and importance of the Weft 
Indies, Mr. Burke fpeaks thus ; 

" The dired import of Great Britain 
alone from the Weft Indies, in the year 1 759, 

A a 2 a year 
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a year fubjed to the lofles and cafualties of 
ivar,* and exclufive of Guadaloupe, which 
was then but juft conquered, amounted to no 
lefs than 1,833,648/. whereas the import 
from the great and populous northern coloniest 
of New England, New York, and Pennfyl- 
vania, amounted but to 70,074/. and the 
whole Norlh American import together 
Amounted to litde more than a third of the 
Weft Indian. 



^^'. 






With regard to our dominions in Europe^' 
there is fcarce an article of Britifli produce, 
which is not largely confumed in the Weft 
Indies. The benefit of the Weft Indian 
trade to our European dominions is not con- 
fined to Great Britain. Our ifland colonies, 
and they alone, take off a great quantity of 
provifions from Ireland j a confideration of 
no trivial confequence, not only from the 
connexion of intereft by which that trade 
binds together the feveral parts of our empirci^ 
but alfo becaufe, whatever provifions goto our 
own colonies are fo much taken from the 
markets of our dangerous rivals, and moft 
determined enemies. ^ 

** Another 
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; ^' Another confideration, and a very weighty 
one, is, that almoft the whole of that exten- ' 
five and lucrative trade which we carry on 
with the coaft of Africa, is maintained by, 
and muft be put to the account of the Weft 
Indies, becaufe the Weft India iflands form 
the grc4t markets for negroe flaves. 

" The trade to Africa is of the beft kind. 

M 

■it.^s for the greateft part fed with our own 
•manufad:ures ; our fire-arms, our ammuni- 
tion, our utenfils, our ftufFs, and our fpirits, 
of all which we exported in the year 1 76 1 
to the value of 254,381 /. What remains of 
the aftbrtment for that m^ket is compofed 
entirely of Eaft India goods, of which,, in the 
fame year, it took off 78,576 /• 

. ^' Thus the Weft Indies fuftain, not only 
a large (hare of the diredt Englifh trade, but 
alfo contribute Very confiderably to the fup- 
port of that mighty pillar of our national 
commerce apd credit, the Eaft India Coxn^ 
papy. I piuft beg leave to repeat it, and to 
fix it in the re^d^'s memory, that the Afirican 
trad^ centers in|. ^nd is fupported by the 
" . Aa 3 Weft 
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Weft Indies; and that this trjide, with its 
confequential advantages, is the principal de» 
petidence of the two, after London, th? 
greateft and moft floqrifliin^ trading places 
in Great BHtain, Briftol, and Liverpool/* 

[Liverpool has now the principal ihare of 
the African trade.] 

* * • • I* • . 

The calamities of the American war, and 
the adquiefcence of Parliament in fupport of 
it, caufed a general alarm thronghout the 
nation towards the clofe of the year 1 779, 
The extenfive and very opuleht county of 
York fet an example of prifenting petitions 
on public grievances, and of Forming a gc-» 
neral affociation, to give. efFei^ to the petit 
tions. This example was followed by many 
of the counties and great tpwns in tfee king-i 
dom, ' ' - ' '* = ■'■■' 'I" 

■ • • V ■• It*" ■'■!., '^ " 

r • - - 

' Upon the fubjedt of the? TbHcfhire meetingi 
MeflleursBui'kes wrote k fnidll' tracS, intitledi 
^ The YorWHife Qneftibn," &c,' wl^ich^ the 
reader will' find in the Attofendiki imarked Ri 
It is not tertiiii which of tlie Biiirkes iirthc 



.V 
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author,'— plobably jt is the produdion of the 
three. - 

The committee appointed ^t the Yprkfhire 
meeting, agreed to a fecond petition in fup- 
pojft of the firft. ^ A copy of the fi^ft petition 
the reader will fiod annexed to the " York- 
ihire Queftion" in the Appendix. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the fecond peti^on j and 
of the refolutions which- accompanied it, 

** To the HomurahU the Commonx of Great 
Britain^ in Parliament aJjemSled. 

^^ T3ic humble Petition of the Freeholders of 

the County of York, 
^' Sheweth, 
- *« That your Petitioners, fenfible of the 
original excellency of the conftitution of this 
country, moft ardently wifh to have it main^- 
tained lipon the genuifte principles oa which 
it was foundW, 

*^ Your Petitioners further fliew, That 
it Is neceflary to the welfare of the people, 
that , the Commons' Houfe of Parliament 
(hould ihave a ccJmmxMi interefl: with the 

Aa 4 nation; 
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nation ; and that in the prefent ftate of the 
reprefentation of the people in Parliament, 
the Houfe of Commons do not fufficiently 
ipeak the voice of the pepple, 

*• Your Petitioners therefore humhly pray 
this Honourable Houfe to take into their 
xnoft feripvis confideratipn, the prefent inade- 
quate ftate of the reprefentation of the people 
in Parliament, and to apply fuch remedy to 
this great and alarming evil, as to this Ho* 
Bourable Houfe may £een^ meet^ 

^* And jQMX Petitioners (hall ever pray, $50," 

The feveral motions following were after- 
wards fucceflively made and feconded; and 
the queflion being put upon each} it was 

^^ Refolved unanimoufly. That this meeti- 
ing having adopted a petitioQf requeitiqg a 
reformation of Parliament in general terms^ 
and being apprehenfive, that from the gene- 
rality of the petition, the intention of this 
meeting may be mifconftrued, as aimiag at a 
r^fotrm^tion of Parliament on principtea and 

to 
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to axi extent which they do not mean to re- 
commendy doth find it neceflfary to declare 
that if, 

*' I. A bill fliall be pafled in Parliament 
for abolifhing at leaft fifty of the moft ob- 
noxious boroughs, providing for the electors 
in the feveral boroughs abolifhed a proper 
gratuitous compenfatlon for their extinguifhed 
franchifes ; and enabling them to vote, to^ 
gether w^ith other freeholders, in eleftions for 
knights of the refpeflive fhires to v^hich they 
belong ; and alfo adding an adequate number 
of members, not lefs than an hundred, in due 

proportion to the feveral counties and the 
metropolis : 

** 2. And if the Septennial bill (hall be re- 
pealed ; 

** 3, And if a bill fliall be pafled for ad- 
mitting proprietors of cojpyhold lands of in- 
heritance, writh fine certain, of the clear yearly 
valine of forty fliillings, to vote at county 
eledions of members of Parliament through^ 

out the kingdom : 

^'4. And 



) 
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" 4. And laftly, if a bill ftiall be paffed for 
ietting afide nominal and fi<aitiou$ votes in 
Scotland, and for regulating eledtions to Par- 
liament in that part of the kingdom, in a 
manner agreeable to the true intent and fpirit 
of the conftitution : 

^ The corredion of parliamentary abufes, 
cfiedled by thofe meafures, will eftablifli a re- 
formation of Parliament which this county 
would highly approve* 

" Refolved unanimoufly, That ,this meet- 
ing, trufting in the experienced zeal of their 
reprefentatives, Sir George Savile, and Henry 
Buncombe Efq. as far as circumftances will 
allow to promote the reafohable wifhes of 
their conftituents to accomplifli a fubftantial 

« 

reformation of Parliament as aforefaid, and 
to fupport farther meafures of ftrift frugality, 
fo indifpenfably neceffary in the prefent con-^ 
dition of this country, doth poftpone of- 
fering to their worthy reprefentatives any in- 
ilruAions on the faid matters/' 

Thin 
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This petition and thefc refolutions drew 
from Mr, Burke a ftrong letter upon fhe fub- 
jedlofthem. 

From Mn Burke's pamphlet, called 
^' Thoughts on the Caufe of the prefent 
Pifcontents/' it was known that he was hoC 
tile to a reformation of Parliament j but when 
fome of the members of the committee of the 
county of Buckingham (being the county in 
which Mr. Burke refided) were known to 
have in contemplation an adoption of the 
conduct of the Yorkfhire committee, and 16 
recommend it to the fecond general meeting 
of the county, to be held in the month of 
May 1780; Mr. Burke wrote the following 
letter to a member of the committee j in 
which Mr. Burke ftates more explicitly than 
he has done any where elfe,|his opinion upoa 

the fubje£t of Parliamentary reform. 

« 

(Copy.) 
'' Sir, 
^ Having yefterday heard, by mere acci-i 
^dent, that there is an intention of laying before 
;the county meeting, new matter which is not 

contained 
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contained in our petition, and the confider- 
ation of which had been ^deferred to a fitter 
time by a majority of our committee in Lon- 
don ; permit me to take this method of fub- 
mitting to you my reafons for thinking with 
our committee, that nothing ought to be haf-» 
tily determined upon the fubjedt. 



iC 



Our petition arofe naturally from diC- 
trefles which vftfelt ; and the requefts which 
we made, were, in efFedt, nothing more than 
that fuch things fhould be done in Parliament, 
as it was evidently the duty of Parliament to 
do. But the affair which will be propofed 
to you by a perfon of rank and ability, (£arl 
Stanhope, then Lord Mahon,) is an, alter?^ 
tion in the conftitution of Parliament itfel£ 
It is impoffible for you to have a fubjefl: 
before you of more importance, and that re- 
quires a more cool and mature confideration^ 
both on its own account, and for the credit of 
our fobriety of mind, who are to refolve 
upon itt 

^' The country will, in fbme way or pther, 
be called upon to declare it your opinion^ 

that 
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that the Hottfe of Commons is not fufficiently 
numerous, and that the eledtions are not fuf- 
ficiently frequent : that an hundred new 
knights of the fliire ought to be added ; and 
that we are to have & new eledion, once in 
three years for certain, and as much oftener 
as the King pleafes. Such will be the ftate 
of things, if the propofitions made ihall take 
e£Fea. 



€C 



All this may be proper ; but as an honeft 
man, I cannot poffibly give my vote for it, 
until I have confidered it more fully. I will 
not deny, that our conftitution may ha,ve 
faultSj and that thofe faults, when found, 
ought to be correfted. It is not every thing 
which appears at firft view to be faulty, in 
fuch a very complicated plan as our confti- 
tution, that is to be determined to be fo ia 
^ reality. To enable us to corredl the confti- 
tution, the whole conftitution muft be viewed 
together, and it muft be compared with the 
actual ftate of the people, and the circum- 
ftances of the time. For that, which taken 
fingly and by itfelf may appear to be wrong, 
when confidered with relation to other things 

may 
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may be perfedly right, or at Ipaft fuch a* 
- ought to be patiently endured, as the means 
of preventing fomething that is much worfe* 
So far with regard to what, at firft view, rriay 
appear a dijiemper in the conftitutiom As 
to the remedy of that diftemper, an equal 
caution 6ught to be ufed ; becaufe this latter 
confideration is not fingle and feparate, no 
more than the ^former. There are many 
things in reformation, which would be proper 
to be done if other things can be done aldng 
with them, but which, if they cannot be fo 
accompanied, ought not to be done at alL 
I therefore wifh, when any new matter of 
this deep nature is propofed to me, to have 
the whole fcheme diftinfily in my view, 
and full time toconfider of it. Pleafe God 
I will walk with caution whenever I am not 
able clearly to fee my way before me^ 

*' I am now' growing old ; I have from 
roy very e^rly youth been converiant ifi read* 
ing and ' thinking upon the fubjefts of our 
la^vs and conftitution, as well as upon thofe 
of other times and other countries. I have 
been for fifteen ye£U*s a very laborious mem- 
ber 
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ber of Parliament, and in that time have had 
great opportunities of ft^eing with my own 
eyes the working of the machine of our go- 
vernment; of remarking where Jt went 
fmoothly, and did its bufmefs, and where it 
checked in its movements ; or where it da- 
maged its work. I have alfo had, and ufed 
the opportunities of converfing with men of 
the greateft wifdom and fuUeft experience 
in thefe matters ; and I do declare to you moll 
folemnly, and moft truly, that oh the refult 
of all this reading, thinking, experience, and 
communication, I am not able to come to an 
hnmediate refolution in favour of a. change 
in the ground-work of our conftitution ; and 
in particular, that in the prefent ftate of the 
country, in the prefent ftate of our repre-* 
fentation, in the prefent ftate of our rights 
aiid modes of ele£ling, in the prefent ftate of 
the feveral prevalent interefts, in the prefent 
ftate of the affairs and manners of this coun- 
try, I am not able to vote that the addition 
of an hundred knights of the fhirci and the 
hurrying of eledion on election, wjU be 
things advantageous either to liberty or to 
good government. 

« This 
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" This is the prefent conditida of my 
mind, and this is my apology for not going 
as fall as others may choofe to go in this bu- 
finds. I do not by any means rcjeft the pro- 
pofitions, much lefs do I condemn the gen- 
tlemen, who with equal good intentions, with 
touch better abilities, and with infinitely 
greater perfonal weight and confideration 
than mine, are of opinion that this matter 
ought to be decided upon inflantly* 



u 



I moft heartily wifh that the deliberate 
fcnfe of the kingdom on this great fubjed): 
ihould be known. When it is known it muft 
be prevalent. It would be dreadful indeed if 
there were any power in the natidn capable of 
refilling its unanimous defire, or even the 
defire of any very great and decided majority 
of the people. The people may be deceived 
in their choice of an objedt, but I can fcarcely 
conceive any choice they can make to be fo 
very mifchievous, as the exillence of any 
human force capable of refilling it. It will 
certainly be the duty of every man in the 
fituation to which God has called him, to 
give his bell opinion and advice upon the 

matter ; 
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matter ; it will not be his duty (let him think 
what he will) to ufe any violent or fraudu- 
lent means of counterading the general wifh, 
or even of employing the legal and con^ 
firu£iivc Organ of expreffing the people's fcnfc 
againft the fenfe which they do ailually en- 
tertain. 

*' In order that the real fenfe of the peo- 
ple Ihould be known upon fo great an affair as 
this, it is of abfolute neceffity, that timely notice 
fliould be given, that the matter fhould be pre- 
pared in open committees ; from a choice into 
which no clafs or defcription of men is to be ex- 
cluded, and the fubfequent county meetings 
fhouldrbe zzfull^ and as well attended as poffi- 
ble. Without thefe precautions, the true fenfe 
of the people will ever be uncertain. Sute I 
am, that no precipitate refolution on a great 
change in the fundamental conftitution of any 
country, can ever be called the real fenfe of 
the people. 

*' I truft it will not be taken amifs, if, as an 

inhabitant and freeholder of this county, one 

, Vol. II, B b indeed 
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indeed among the moft inconfiderable^ I aC- 
fert my right of diflenting (as I do diflent fully 
and diredlly) from any refohition whatfoever, 
on the fubjeft of an alteration in the repre- 
fentation and election of the kingdom at this 
time. By preferving this right, and exer- 
ciling it with temper and moderation, I triiil 
I cannot offend the noble propofer, for whom^ 
no man profefles or feels more refpe£t and# 
regard than I do. A concurrence in every 
thing which can be propofed^ can, in no fort, 
weaken the energy, or diftra(3: the efforts of 
men of upright intentions upon thofe points in. 
which they are agreed. Affemblles .that are 
jQiet with a refolution to be all of a inind, 
are affemblies that can have no opinion at 
all of their own. The firft propofer of any 
m.eafure muft be their mafter. I do not 
know that an amicable variety of fentiments, 
conducted with mutual refpe<3:, and with ^ 
mutual good will, has any. fort of refemblance 
to difcord ; or that it can give any adyad*. 
tage whatever to the enemies of our comhion 
caufe. . On the contrary, a forced and^ fi^i- 
tious agreement (which every univerfal agree- 
ment muft be) is not becomiing the caiife of 

ffeedom# 
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freedom. If, however, any evit fhould arife 
from, it (which I confefs I do not forefee) I 
am happy that thofe who have brought for- 
ward new and arduous matter, when very 
great doubts, and fome diverfity of opinioir 
muft be foreknown, are of authority and^ 
Weight enough to ftand againft the confo- 
^uences. 

' ** I hiimby lay thefe my fentinaents before- 
the county. They are not taken up to ferve 
^y interefts of my own, or to be fubfervidnt 
to the interefts of any man or fet -of. mea 
under heaven. I could wifh to.be able to at-* 
tend our meeting, or that I had time to rea- 
fon this matter more fully by letter j bjit I 
am detained here upon our bufincfs. What 
you have already , put ,up9n up^J$^^8 s^pehi 
as men can do. . If we are preyjefited'Trom- 
going through it with any efFeajI fear itiwAI 
be in part owing, not more tp the refiftancer 
of the enemies of our caufe, than to our im- 
pofmg on Qurfelves fuch talks as no human 
faculties, employed . as we are, can be equal 
to. Our worthy members have Ihewn dif- 
tinguifhed ability and zeal in fupport of our 

B b a petition* 
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petition. I am juft going down ta a blK 
brought in to fruftrate a csqpttal part of yoar 
defires. The minifter is preparing to transfer 
the cognizance of the public accounts from 
thofe whom you and the conftitution haire 
chofe to controul them, to unknown per£bna^ 
creatures of his own» For fo much heaniiiK 
hilates Parliament. 

" I have the honour, Sec. &c. 
April 12, 1780. *' E. B." 

The defence of Admirat Keppd oh bia 
trial is afcribed to Mr. Burke, in which he 
was probably affifted. 

When Mr. Burke became Paymafter, in the 
ycar^i782, it has been lately ftated, that he ac- 
rf^ed that dfice with a view of reforming 
ifc But htt defence of Mr. Powell in the 
Houfe of Commons does not corroborate that 
idJdi J and as to the reforming of the ofi5ce, 
as- far as that affertion has allufion to a prior 
Paymafter, the reader will find the au- 
thentic papers concerning it in the Appendix 
marked S. 

* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burke's fpeeches ^t Briftol, not ia his 
works, are alfo in the Appendix marked T. 

It is not neceffary to give an account of 
Mn Burke's feveral publications ; they will 
prohably be printed in fome future edition of 
his works j nor of his opinions concerning 
the American and French revolutions ; which 
are to be found very fully detailed in his 
writings, and in his fpeeches in Parliament. 

If ever Sir Henry Cavendifh fhould publiffe 
his account of the debates in the Britifh Houfe 
of Commons, which he took in fhort hand,; 
during the time he fat in it, which was from 
the year 1768 to 1774, Mr. Burke's fpeeches 
in that important period will appear with un-^ 
doubted accuracy; and will give a more 
interefting pidure of thofe times than any 
that has hitherto b^en exhibited. 



END OF THE SECOND VOJUUME. \ 
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